owdavaram ankarayya

shortbiographicalnote on SowdavaranSankarayyaPresidentGreyBerytesMinig Cor-
porationEmployeesUnion, interviewedat MangalapethQObulavarapanalMandal, Kadapaon
SeptembeR6, 2004

SowdavaramSankarayyavas born on ugust 6, 1953 at Mangalpeth.His fatherwas an
agriculturallabourandhadonly two acresofland. He workedon his own land aswell asothers
andyet lived in hardship.

Sankarayyastudied hard and got engineeringcertificate from ITT He also got medical
practitionets certificateandbecamea practionerashe did not wantto serveany organisation
on wages.Sankarayyavas painedto seethe private organisationsexploiting the workerson
lesswages.He was offeedjob in the mineswhich he refusedand startedtradeunion activities
amongthe workers.

t this time Sankarayyacamein touchwith the party comradedike SubbannaSriniwas
Redy, C Krishnamurthyandmanyotherswho guidedhim in hiswork. In 1974,the malework-
ersat the minesgot only 580 and femaleworkers480 per month. Therewereno facilities like
bonus,accidentcareetc.

Sankarayyavasamedicalpractitionerin the areaandhelpedthe workersin all the factories
unofficially. He camein closetouch with the workers and their suffering. The mineswere
startedin the areadisplacingvillages severaltimes and the compensatiorwas neve enough.
Thousandfamilies had beenshifted and split into two while getting rehabilitated.They were
givenonly landfor landandno financialhelp, hencebuilding of housesandscarcityof employ
menthit the farmersliving in teh area.For infrastructure,Rs 75 lakh was spentbut for the
villagers, therewasno fund.

From thesevillages camethe contractand regularworkers. Sankarayyastartedhis union
activitiesthoughtherewas alreadyan organisatiorfor workersled by RajaReddybut afraid of
managemenilhe organisatiorwas startedwith only tenworkersandthey hadtheir meetingin
the night only in the beginning.

Sankarayyaooninitiated strugglefor wagehike, bonusand otherdemandsand showcause
notic was servedto the workers. Demandcharterwas givento the managementt this time
assistantabourCommissionewisited the mines.But hewasalsounableto takeany steps.On
October12, 1979, Sankarayydaunchedhungerstrike with anothemworker for ten daysfor for
holidays,regularisationofworkers,bonus,maternityleavefor women.Finally Sankarayyavas
takento the hospitalwhere StateMines Minister cameto visit him andagreedon tehdemands
andgot themimplementedThis agreememnivasthe first steppingstonefor tehunion. Thenon
regularworkersarepaid todayRs 190 thoughmanagemenis stillreluctantto regularisethem.



owdavaram ankarayya

shorttranscriptivenoteon SowdavarantSankarayyaPresidentGrey BerytesMinig Cor-
porationEmployeedJnion, interviewedat MangalapethObulavarapanalMandal, Kadapaon
SeptembeR6, 2004

| wasbornon ugust 6, 1953 at MangalpethMy fatherwasan agriculturallabourandhad
only two acresof land. He workedon his own land aswell asothers andyet lived in hardship.

| studiedhardandgot engineeringcertificatefrom ITI. | alsogot medicalpractitionets cer
tificate andbecamea practioner as| did not wantto serveany organisatioron wages.| was
painedto seethe privateorganisationgxploitingtheworkerson lesswages.| wasoffeedjob in
the mineswhich | refusedand startediradeunion activities amongthe workers.

t this time | camein touch with the party comradeslike SubbannaSriniwas Redy, C
Krishnamurthyand many otherswho guidedme in my work. In 1974,the maleworkersat the
minesgot only 580 and femaleworkers480 per month. Therewere no facilities like bonus,
accidentcareetc.

| was a medicalpractitionerin the areaand helpedthe workersin all the factoriesunoffi-
cially. I camein closetouchwith theworkersandtheir suffering. The mineswere startedn the
areadisplacingvillages severatimesandthe compensatiomasneveenough.Thousandami-
lies had beenshifted and split into two while gettingrehabilitated.Theyweregiven only land
for land and no financial help, hencebuilding of housesand scarcity of employmenthit the
farmersliving in the area.For infrastructure Rs 75 lakh was spentbut for the villagers, there
wasno fund.

From thesevillages camethe contractand regularworkers. | startedmy union activities
thoughtherewas alreadyan organisatiorfor workersled by RajaReddybut afraid of manage
ment. The organisatiorwas startedwith only ten workers and they had their meetingin the
night only in the beginning.

| sooninitiated strugglefor wagehike, bonusand otherdemandsand showcausenotic was
servedto the workers. Demandcharterwas given to the management.t this time assistant
LabourCommissionevisited the mines.But he was alsounableto take any steps.On October
12,1979 launchechungerstrikewith anothemorkerfor tendaysfor for holidays,regularisation
of workers,bonus,maternityleavefor women.Finally | wastakento the hospitalwhere State
Mines Minister cameto visit him andagreedon the demandsandgot themimplementedThis
agreemenvasthefirst steppingstonefor theunion. Thenon-regulaworkersarepaidtodayRs
190 thoughmanagemens stillreluctantto regularisethem.
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