Anjaneyulu
shorttranscriptivenoteon P njaneyulu interviwedon Septembe?24, 2004in Vijayawada

| was born on 10 October, 1927 in dlapadu village in Gunturdistrict. My fatherwas a
farmerandwe were Brahmins,the highestcastein the village andhence,| wasmadeto study
Vedastoo alongwiththe generalschooleducation.

In thebeginning,| wasimpressedy Congrespolitics andtook partin their activitiesin the
“Quit India’ movementl tried to setafire Chiralarailway stationwhenl| wasarrestedn 1942.
Sincel wasa minor, police only warnedme andreleasedafter sevendays.

s | wasstudyingin matric classl camein touchwith the communistsl was nineteenand
was politically anti-imperialist.| joined CommunistParty in 1945. When the party took up
armsagainstNizanis rule, | too becameactiveandwentin hiding in the forest.In 1948, Com
munistPartylaunchedamovementgainsthe CongresgjovernmentinderBT Ranadivel was
arrestecamongother 100 comradesand detainedfor two years.

| cameto Vijayawadain 1953 andjoined tradeunion. | startedorganisingrikshaw pullers
who wereliving in inhumaneconditions.In theyearsof Second/Norld War, rikshawspulledby
menhadbeenintroduced,andsincethenit becamea sourceof livelihood for many.

Soon, rikshawspulled by the haplesspoor drivers were replacedcycle rikshawsin 1951.
EachrikshawwaspricedatRs 300. Smallindustrialistantroducedtheserikshawsfirst in Nagpur
thatbecamesoonvery popular.

In 1957, all rikshawpullersin Vijayawadawenton a strike that continuedfor 55 days.The
rikshawsusuallyweretakenon arent of Re 1.25 per day by the pullers. The demandwas to
makeit onerupeebecausevenafterpulling rikshawfrom six amto sevenpm. they could not
earnenough.The demandhad a popularsupportas peoplecameout of their way to help them
offeringthemfood. Il smallindustrialistshelpedthesepullers. Therikshawpullersweremainly
from the otherpartsof teh district, but noneof them left the city.

The main struggle of the rikshaw pullers was againstthe licence systemunder Hackney
carriage ct underwhich physicalfitnesscard was imperative. They were all to be given li-
cenceaccordingto an act that was formulatedin 1853. The pullers coming from rural areas
wantedto earntheir livelihood by pulling rikshawbutwithout licencetheywerenot allowedto
do so. Eventherikshawownerswerepoorandoftenpulledrikshaw. t the endofthe struggle,
the licence systemwaswithdrawn.

s theunionbecamestrongerafterthe victory, | proposedo form a societyby the rikshaw
pullers.By thenseveralofthemcameto thepartylike Sri Ramulu,GoreKondaracandPottaraju
who was their leader.| am generalsecretaryand treasurerof the society. The rikshawsare
boughtand given on rent at the rate of 75 paiseper day as againstthe usualrent of Re 1. The
societyis run without profit and alsowithout loss.

In Vijayawada,thereare 10,000rikshawpullersand 5000 of them arewith the ITUC. t
leastthousandof thembecameparty members.
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P njaneyulu wasborn on 10 October, 1927 in dlapadu village in Guntur district. His
fatherwasafarmerandtheywereBrahminsthehighestcasten thevillage andhence, njaneyulu
wasmadeto studyVedastoo alongwiththe generalschooleducation.

In the beginning, njaneyulu wasimpressedy Congresgolitics andtook partin their ac
tivities in the “Quit India’” movementHe tried to setafire Chiralarailway stationwhenhewas
arrestedn 1942. Sincehe wasa minor, police only warnedhim andreleasedafter sevendays.

s njaneyulu wasstudyingin matric classhe camein touchwith the communistsHe was
nineteenand was politically anti-imperialist.He joined CommunistParty in 1945. Whenthe
party took up armsagainstNizamnis rule, njaneyulu too becameactiveandwentin hiding in
the forest. In 1948, CommunistParty launcheda movementagainstthe Congresggovernment
underBT Ranadive. njaneyulu wasarrestecamongother 100 comradesanddetainedor two
years.

njaneyulu cameto Vijayawadain 1953 andjoinedtradeunion. He startedorganisingikshaw
pullerswho wereliving in inhumaneconditions.In the yearsof SecondWorld War, rikshaws
pulled by menhadbeenintroduced,and sincethenit becamea sourceof livelihood for many.

With the efforts of njaneyulu, rikshawspulledby the pullerswerereplacedyclerikshawsin
1951.Eachrikshawwaspricedat Rs 300. Smallindustrialistsintroducedtheserikshawsfirst in
Nagpurthatbecamesoonvery popular.

In 1957, all rikshawpullersin Vijayawadawenton a strike that continuedfor 55 days. The
rikshawsusuallyweretakenon a rent of Re 1.25 per day by the pullers. The demandwasto
makeit onerupeebecauseavenafterpulling rikshawfrom six amto sevenpm. they could not
earnenough.The demandhad a popularsupportas peoplecameout of their way to help them
offeringthemfood. Il smallindustrialistshelpedthesepullers. Therikshawpullersweremainly
from the otherpartsof teh district, but noneofthemleft the city.

The main struggle of the rikshaw pullers was againstthe licence systemunder Hackney
carriage ct underwhich physical fitness card was imperative. They were all to be given li-
cenceaccordingto an actthat was formulatedin 1853. The pullers coming from rural areas
wantedto earntheir livelihood by pulling rikshawbut without licencetheywerenot allowedto
do so. Eventherikshawownerswerepoorandoftenpulledrikshaw. t theendofthe struggle,
the licencesystemwaswithdrawn.

s theunionbecamestrongermafterthevictory, njaneyulu proposedo form a societyby the
rikshawpullers.By thenseveralofthemcameto the partylike Sri Ramulu,GoreKondaraoand
Pottarajuwho wastheir leader. njaneyulu is the generalsecretaryandtreasureofteh society.
The rikshawsare boughtand given on rent at the rate of 75 paiseper day as againstthe usual
rentof Re 1. The societyis run without profit and alsowithout loss.

In Vijayawada,thereare 10,000rikshawpullersand 5000 of them arewith the ITUC. t
leastthousandof thembecameparty members.
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