. MAY ANDI BHARATI Tamilnadu)
IndependentFreedonfighter, INTUC, AITUC)

Biographicahote

Heis 88 year-old,hailing from arich family which ownednlargees
tateandalsoacinemain Madurai. Now hehaslost all the property.

He participatedn thecivil disobediencenovementn the 1930s.
He wasactivein the Congress-lednovementsncluding foreigncloth
boycott,andwaslathichargedln 1940hetookpartin theWarboycott.
Participatedn the 1942movement.

His tradeunionlife beganin 1940itselfwhenhebegarnworking
amongthe workersof the RV Mills with 10000workers. The condi
tionswereverybad. Thewomenworkersmovedaboutwith ghostlike
faces.Conspiracycasesvereinstitutedagainstheworkersby theBrit-
ish govtfor “advocatingBolshevikform of governmerit

He camen contacwith theleadingfiguresofthenationalistcom
munistandtradeunionmovementike PattabhiSitaramaiyyaSV Ghate,
AKG, Nagi Reddyandothers.

He participatedn the greatmovemenin 1969when42 HArijans
wereburntto death.A big movemenbrokeout andheviolatedSection
144,
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. MAY ANDI BHARATI
ranscriptive note

(he interviewwas conductedn the Duke Hotel in Madurai on 16 March 2005.
he respondenis of advancedge,andconsideringhis, hewasquiteclearin hisideas,
providinglots of facts. His attitudeexudedcompleteloyalty to the nationalisttraditions.
His narrationwasinteresting. KrishnaJha,Anil Rajimwale.)

I am 88 yearsold, we had large property, but all thatwe havelost including a
cinemahall.

| participatedn thecivil disobediencenovemenbfthe’30sandwaslathicharged.
My brothertookpartin theVedarayanBalt Satyagrahadf9301 wascloselyassociated
with the congressnovement! visitedthe houseof NMR Subramanianthe ‘Madurai
Gandhi whenl was4th standardstudent.He gaveall his propertyto teh poor, andhis
bungalowhegaveto the Union for onerupeerent. He wasmy guru. | usedto go to Jatin
DasMemprialHall andLalaLajpatRaiReadingRoom,whereNehruandothersusedo
cometoo.

| participatedn theWarboycottanddelivereda speectonthe occasionappealing
to thepeoplenotto give give money,supportandpeopleto the British War efforts. | was
arrested and when askedl repliedthat Maduraiwas fathers property and India was
grandfathées property! | wasreleasedrom the CoimbatoreCentralJail but nwas ar-
restedat the gateitself and sentto teh Vellorejail. | met prominentnationalistand
workingclasdeaderdike PattabhiSitaramaiyyaSV Ghate AKG NagiReddyandmany
others.| wasservantofthesegreatleadersandl amnotaleader.

| wasreleasedn July 1942 andtook partimmediatelyin the’'42 movementl was
sentto so manyjails andwasreleasedn 19441 wasin thejails againthroughthe late
40sandearly 50s.

My tradeunionlife beginsin 1940itselfwith theRV Mills. It hadmorethan 10000
workersincluding 5000women. hey really lived andworkedin verybadandinhuman
conditions. he womenwentaboutwith facesof ghostsvhenthey cameout ofthework
coveredwith cottonthreads. here wasno placeto sit andeat. hey camewith children
andtherewasno placeto keepthosechildren. hey would sitontheroaditself. hey ate
liquid rice somedaysold with pickles. hey gotonly 18/- permonth. here wasno other
work. hey gotapairofdressandthatwasall for ayear. hey all lived in tatteredhuts.
Reallyit wasso bad.

In 1940theBritish institutedconspiracycasesagainstheworkers,theleadingforce
ofthemovement.he workerspicketedandblockaded.hey wereaccusedf“advocat
ing Bolshevikform of governmerit

All sorts of prominentpeoplemet me including Balasinghamof Ceylon, the
trotskyites, MN Roy andothers,which helpedin theworkingclassmovement.

It wasavery activelife for thecommonpeopleandtheworkers.l metandworked
with JeevanadanRRandothersin Us.
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