
File No_______

ALL INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
24, Canning Lane, NEW DELHI-110001

SUBJECT <

year f JS4* To

AITUC DIGITAL ARCHIVE - 2021
Folder Code:

Digital File Code:

File Title:

File No. AT-^QS-No.

Year: mw>/ /

Metadata: Scanned:

Note:

-
1', 4®: 

-



ardt wk to k,
it * hi m 

Oft & mp «pww J ^IcMT'cT
<t w rw । w r^r <1 d 
ww d wWw «r 19 •

4*n*hl* I wt ^gi1 t | 
arW wft rt 14^ < ah-$ iWTa 
4 mis wte3! wf at u 3 mfew e 
3~? ^4 Tel J s di a^& 3|f^ If iBT
W^R RW W I

d’
’!• 7u

Biad imp I

ai^fT, A

i^u du wlw| 
we



Dear Com Bardhan,

receipt™ t£ 16’ Jt was a ve^ ple®^"t ®rprise to
the?e Jre in a Sv S TJ’ „ ^P3^ J™ ^ay about how many hours 
tner_ are in a day (and however much I admire that approach to life) I still 
appreciate your making the time to write to me.

This is just a note in direct reply :

Firstly, the PCAEP and the Alternative Budget etc .• Thank you for the ouirk nm 
down on wher^ vm, i =<=,+• T , 3 . cne quick run—7Z " wne^e you last saw things. I am not sure the initiative need nereUar-iiv v®+-

I°w^^ ^ ?n time' F°1 lowing the common memo" I sent
rtth roT^iti Sdli ?en again end and h®3 “®ted to speak '
after tha?) When i ,21 r’h hJt y°u- Jay®. and Karat sat together

i "uen I left, I had had a further round of discussions with Arun and 5^ ab0Ut setting toe documentco^plet^n^
Sith^e Ks ruxzxto prlnt1^

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

The steps remaining are as follows :

Slow llT^^e^l^ * h’Ve at the Of 7-«»- (See

Raise further funds, or get a commitment, for printing the AB ( I know that 
there^may be competition for these Initials; Alternative Mgetji g?

^‘JSt'S’tS ^?aS°?>*y f°Cd not to™** tor on® organisation 
wlth^P^^' F “TC ; te “S161" toan trying to get shafes raised 
my-letter to^a (^ 21«> ' Ra° I suggested this in

S? "SesOcSa?3 to 1S Tr to® finally-corrected version.
wl copies circulated to ... ?? the three of you ? The whole PCAFP 7 Th^ members only ? for final approval, be&re printing. My XonC™eSt^,n ® 

ha a meeting be called/attempted for this; it may well be necessarv to i-rt 
^ compromises on certain points, which can onl?^ done i“a S
But it also bears saying that the range of modifications must be kent withJ^' 
^points raised at the CA-AEP inlebruary or to T^h^t (

If there are (minor) changes to be made, ask Arun to do them or else net an 
editorial person to do them if of that nature. g n
Print. Permit others to do reprints, as they want and need.

-special tO 1 to laying out where things stood
(which hid in faiTi^n tO her "“t the statement of accounts '
cSSlaMon St her in tor circulation; its non-
I had X 83 T’1 83 “ ^te «®

Note, he circulated the three



5,000 that AIBEA gave us.) Com Joshi, Ranjana Kumari, and Prakash had to be 
contacted further for confirmation of further contributions they told me they might be 
able to arrange.

I have not heard from Jaya in reply. (I normally do not, from most people.) So 
I do not know where things stand after my letter. But it seems to me quite feasible, 
and well worth the while, to complete this round. Indeed, if we don't get the 
document printed, I doubt if the PCAEP will meet again, can work again. It is a 
chicken-and-egg situation; almost existential in its glory. But I cannot do much from 
Calcutta; nor am I in the position to move to Delhi. In February, I had asked her to 
contact you, to play the lead role in hammering Arun to an agreement. I do not know 
if she did so / was able to do so. But this time around, it was more a question of 
coordination, I asked her to do what was required.

If things haven't moved in this direction as yet, would you be willing to contact 
her, to help things move ?

Secondly, the PCAEP initiative itself. I have been thinking about this quiite a 
lot. I am increasingly feeling that there is a need to rediscover the woods, whcih we 
have lost for the tree. It was and remains an important tree, and I can even now see 
the validity of the tactical argument of taking on only what you think you can chew, 
but the problem with that can be, that you keep on chewing, and lose sight of why you 
took the bite in the first case.

I have two suggestions in this regard : (i) That you prepare and circulate the 
draft note that we once discussed, on a perspective on alternative economic policies,- 
and (ii) Ihat we in particular take on the question of taxation.

My own opinion is that having at least a draft for (i) is essential, even for re­
grouping. This time around, we need to have a manifesto around which we do so. Can 
you still please try to find the time for preparing this ?

In terms of (i i), there may be many other areas of nuance and agreement / 
disagreement in and around the AB, but I think taxation is undoubtedly one of the key 
areas; and I think we should try and open a frontal debate on this question.

Why ? Not just because there was disagreement around details in February. But 
because (following classical thinking) I think the question of taxation directly 
influences the even more central questions of how and why ordinary peopleware or 
become politically active in terms of government, and on the other hand, of 
accountability by the government. It bonds government and civil society; it gives a 
bond to relate through. Whereas today, there is increasing apathy and disinterest - 
and government behaves as if it were an independent corporate enterprise, and worse, 
people seem almost content to let that be the case. It seems to me one of the major 
tasks today, is to change this situation. THis may be a way. And it may also be a 
contribution towards revitalising the broader coalition.

Does any of this make any sense ? I do not know if I have expressed myself 
clearly on this. But I found to my pleasant surprise, some of what I was thinking 
.about, echoed in an article in a journal someone sent me, In These Times, titled 
'In Defentse’of Taxes'. I enclose a copy of that for you, not as elaboration but 
because it\says some of the same things perhaps better than I am being able to.



- .£ K-xS s“. s ™,a ?rs -
July onZ tecj’to JXtX^j and the” in
Munni (my^wife- I thirit^^w S bX ^1P h“S teen oancel ^/postponed because
July there^ny^hance S 2 Se™";J
could decisively take forward our common initiative'by. “ at tS^iS^ *

Greetings,

Yours fraternally.

encl

PS

Jai Sen

Please kindly note, and 
spelling of the name of

have noted, a new primary phone no for me 
the street on which we live ('Palm', not ; and also the 

'Palur') ;

Ph SaHyqunqe___Calcutta 700 019Ph 033/40 5698 (new) or 0457Fax 033/74 8172 or 7389

A B Bardhan
General Secretary
AITUC
24 Canning Lane
NEW DELHI 110 001



22nd July# 1994,

Dear Com. Jai sen.

Read through your letter of June 2 5, 
and also the Xerox article’in priase of taxes’ that you 
sent. Both were extremely readable.

You may not be surprised to know that 
I agree with much that has been said in the article, 
though written from a bourgeoise liberal angle, or even 
a kejmesian angle. But also implied is that there is 
not “just ’economics’ in taxes, but also a ’politics • 
And it is ’politics’ that dictates the nature, extend, 
and character of the taxes.

Sm. Jaya, or Arun have not contacted 
me so far. But I will do so after I am done with the 
AITUC Working Committee which meets here on July 23,24 
and 25 (if anything is left over).

For me - AITUC or AIFEE, to raise 
further money would be difficult this year. So we will 
have to look for resources elsewhere.

I would like to go through the final 
draft before we sit down, and desire whether to print 
the whole AB or that part relating to Alternate Economic 
Pol icies.

I am sorry to hear your wife is unwell. 
Hope she has recovered, prabhatda has not been keeping 
well.

Never go by a “superficial point”.
It might hide old scars and woundsl

But any way, what I would try is to 
heal the wounds and make the organisation healthy, 
active and effective body.

More when we meet

Greetings

Yours comradely

Shri Jai sen, 
51—B, Palm Avenue 
Bally Gunge, 
Calcutta - 700019



21st July# 1994#

Dear Oom# De©#

Thank you for your letter of invitation.
Co®. Patre was to mat me at t«agpur. ait unfortunate­
ly he could not. Therefore 1 thought that perhaps 
the date is yet to be finalised.

Ww# 1 haw accepted a programme of 
wearers' Convention on 31st Jtly at Nagpur. it will 
he impossible for me to change' it now. * j© please 
excuse me.

The financial sector is under severe
attack. Naturally because, the MHCs# ths »structural 
Adjustment* instigators would first like to have their 
strangle-hold on Indian finance capital# on the 
sources of capital formation. ■' ■

I congratulate the employees on their 
struggle so far. ait X am frankly of the view that all
unions in the financial 
Old bias and prejudice 
won’t serve the purpose

sector have to come together 
rivalries ana waning-lines

any longer.
X know that you Will all adopt a 

statesman-like attitude and do what is necessary. 
X wish success to your Conference.

Yours comradely#

M. b. maDHAS)
; GSKJKAL SdCRSfARY.
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RUIKAR BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE
OFFICE : 15 "RAM SMRITI” MODERN CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

NAGPUR-440 022 PHONE :2'21932

PATRON
VASANT SATHE

c cr c
—.----- ————.—,—„—.-------———_____—_____
tcTT ^rmrr
^“^f^rf^frnTT nf&oiT

PRESIDENT
A. B, HARDMAN

GENERAL SECRETARY
MALTI RUIKAR

HTTTTTfftcT FT^T ^TTFTTT FTTaRfcW ^fTT 
^TcTTTq ^TlpTTr ^IcT TTIFFTT %. TP FT* JTTBT Tr^TS 

v[ -j4^ it!rscft R.y h < sfr^rarr^ vi
st $t^tct frnsT 3>^niT W an%. c rt

gmcTT ?oo gM qpf eTnTn- r?j'R?rrr <
fir ^ngrrn ^'^wrrs^T sfr

cRin aib' ur ^Tif^irmrT srcq^ynft sTci afrf^i 3ff^ jnrcft*i 

TclTn^ rfqa^T 3f£:iTy ^T. 5ftrT^ m^T TqqTe¥
&Th f^nr ®T?r^Tr Cm ch wms'gT^i ^npiK iMt 

st. tttft, fh§\ err. qr^ arf^ jjr^qqr1%
^uf^TTcTT JTfVqcT sYcT. RT< I?. ^T. ^“WTFSifr ?lfW^ 

ar«W 3fT>n fer rqfqT JTlVqfn sYffhr. 9jr. focfT €X
tfnxr ^rfg/tei Txrrf^^rl% ?itc[.

^nfr ^Twr^ eYn 3fi% wr ^rfrqr 
Tnft ^TnrfY http ?u ?tec3t ??.^y bt

^f^?r arrk ^%nW prgnr grnnrr



5T5T an%. arrftq qTJnriTfr
nfenvr Mm arnfftn stmrrWr

"7^’ nfitrfft at*. amjTOtr jaunt trm)rfW ar1> 
jWTtfr =nw?r ?Wq aw^m fflTTTsnf 4r

f0 Jr
M fo Mr tiw ws

FIT jrrn- , h M sr Wn W^r aruYfiin ter 3A.
nfeiraiT ur ipwir arm jrgwA jrfr^ rrp unfgth

3CTfr snwMnHfr aTMn-in- fjst »rk '

fer arnr^TriT stT^enfr IWr qT
wmiRTT SPIWA Tqfft;n rrp ^<t wh,

antmr arr^ a^TiJ
trpft^t ^trrh. v.sft. sub sr MrmTwr wfrqn rretfM

am arwrr anppnvr ;qln; „„„
atrar sW jtot ot^?- ^nfjunft arTtrwwr
^cl. G\

[inWr wr] 
errHienftTi



RUIKAR BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE
OFFICE : 15 "RAM SMRITI” MODERN CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

PRATAP NAGAR NAGPUR-440 022 PHONE 2 2 1932

RECEIVED
For. on

! 8 JUL 1994

, Canning Lane, N,Delhi

Subject Ruikar Birth Centenary 
from 8 January 94 to 8

Celebrations 
January 95.

Women Workers’meeting in memory of 
wife late Smt. Indirabai Ruikar.

PATRON

VASANT SATHE Dear I

PRESIDENT

A. B. BARDHAN

GENERAL SECRETARY

MALT! RUIKAR

You are probably aware that the Birth Centenary 
of my late father Kamgar Kesari Shri R.S. Ruikar is 
being observed from 8 January 94 to 8 January 95 
Shri Ruikarji completes hundred years on 8 January 95. 
The inaugural function of the celebrations was organised 
on 8 January 94 at Nagpur. Shri Vasant Sathe presided 
over the function whereas Shri. Sheelbhadra Yajee, 
President, All India Freedom Fighters Organisation 
inaugurated the same. Shri Chitta Basu, M.P., Dr. Shravan 
Parate, Minister for Labour, Maharashtra, Shri Narendra 
Tidke, Shri S.W. Dhabe, Shri A.B. Bardhan and other 
dignitories were prominently present. A Souvenir on 
Ruikarji was also released at the hands of Shri Chitta 
Basu.

While celebrating the Birth Centenary of 
Ruikarji, his wife late Smt. Indirabai Ruikar can not 
be forgotten. She had a lion’s share in the sacrifices 
of Ruikarji in Labour Movement and therefore, the Birth 
Centenary Celebration Committee has decided to organise 
women workers’ meeting on her birth-day i.e. 17 September, 
1994. However 17th September is in the midst of Ganesh 
Festival, and as such it is proposed to have the said

Con’d.... 2



. . 2 . .

meeting on Sunday the 25th September, 94 from 2 P.M. 
to 5 P.M. at Nagpur. The Committee desires that you 
should grace the function and guide the female workers 
on their problems and also highlight the general burning 
problems of women, atrocities and injustice being meted 
out to them etc.

We, therefore, request you to kindly accept our 
invitation and remain present in the function on 
Sunday, the 25th September 94. I may for your information 
state that Smt. Leelatai Chitale, a noted Social Worker 
of Nagpur and having close relations with Ruikar family 
is the Convener of the meeting. Shri A.B. Bardhan will 
also be present.

Details of the programme will be communicated 
after receiving your consent.

( MALATI RUIKAR ) 
General Secretary



RUIKAR BlRTHCENTECiARY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE
RECEDED,
For.

SMR1TI" MODERN CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

RRATAR NAGAR NAGPUR-440 022 PHONE : $21932

2 6 JUL Ml

24, Canning Lane.N. Delhi

PATRON

VASANT SATHE

PRESIDENT

A. B. BARDHAN

GENERAL SECRETARY

MALTI RUIKAR
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J i bon Roy

ME^B^ of parliament
W^AJYA SABHA)

Dear Shri Ba rd hanj i,

Date:5-5-1994

N u m be r o f r i g h t 
unique experiment in Du 
where all social forces 
a social cause. They 
children in grassroot 
a e s t he t i c cult ure.

thinking people are making an 
rgapur to find a common ground 
could meet and work together on 
rounded an academy, to organise 

level and trained them in

It j.s an happy 
and trade unions 
af f i1ia t i on s have 
This has released 
and within a short 
the society.

experience that all political force 
’ ir respective of opinions and 
come forward to support the cause.
new forces into social activities 
time the venture found a root in

T h e o r g a n i s e r s 
w i t h a u d i t o r i u m , wish to build a children'

residential 
on people'sde pen di ng ma i n 1 y

present they are organising competitions 
on various fields of performing arts.

training centre
initiative.

comple

For the
among children

patrons 
the same

The organisation
t o t h e i r n o b 1 e 
would be a sour

a s p i r e s t o ha ve
i n t i a t i v e a n d

you as of
e of moral

y a u r c on sen t
strength to them.

the 
for

I would also 
consent to remain

r e q u e s t y o u t o
patron

please g ive your
•Academy for Children CulW^ur^-* “^anisation 
message of your good wishes to them to 

being brought out 
the Children Festival which is 

there on 9th May.

a Souvenir
c o m m e m o r a t e
organised

With regards,

S h r i A. B« B a r d h a n , 
Gen era 1 Sec re ta ry 
All India Trade Union Congress, 
2 4 C a n n i n g L a n e, 
New.Delhi - up qqi

by the

and also send 
be pu b 1 i s he d 
organisation to

ix ir.CE! VEDU
For.

/
1994

A. L T. U. C.
24, Canning Fane, N.Delhi

Office : C I T U Central Office, 1 5, Talkatora Road, New Delhi-1 1 OOO1 Telephone-37 1 4071 
Resi : 1 1 7, North Avenue, New Delhi-1 1 OOO1, Telephone 3792726
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CHILDREN'S’ ACADEMY FOR CULTURE - DURGAPUR

Academy of Culture for Children is born at Durgapur Steel 

T wonship.

the objective is to promote and strengthen humane culture in the 

society. Children being the makers of the -future society, the 

Academy aims at catching them young albeit its limited capacity, 

to help unleash and sharpen their creativity in various -fields o-f 

culture and performing arts, so that they become effective 

promoters of humane values and culture in the society.

This basic and humble objective will guide the Academy in framing 

various schemes of its activities. It proposes to involve

thousands of children in activities of culture and perform!ng

'through festivals, competition and various other programmes, 

c.iid at the same time draw a section of those children for 

training in respective fields in the training centre being 

developed by the Academy.

The Academy proposes to develop a organisational network to 

ensure developing talents at unit level in a decentralised -form 

and then draw them gradually for central level training in the 

Academy which would involve greater number of children covering a 

wider area and at the same time facilitate screening the best and 

offer them training facilities in the Academy.

For this purpose the Academy proposes to have a residential 

training centre, in different branches of art and culture, with a 

children complex, auditorium and audio-visual . unit and other 

modern equipments.

The Academy will provide composite cultural troupes on different 

aspects of art and aesthetics in both Bengali and Hindi.



Academy also proposes to establish organic links with similar 
cultural organisataions, training centres and academies in the 
country and develop a network of cultural exchange throughout 
the country.
The Academy is being set up to start its activities in the 
industrial township of Durgapur and proposes to expand its centre 

i in various other parts of the country.
The Academy, even in its present stage of formation has already 
been able to garner involvement and all kind of support of the 
widest cross section of the society including'al 1 cultural and 

If

educational institutions and organisations at Durgapur, the 
Industries, all national trade unions, including INTUC, 
CITU.AITUC etc and social organisations.
In view of the response and support being received from different 
organisations and common people for the Academy, it is expected 
that the Academy will be able to mobilise necessary resources for 
materialising the venture.
The Academy sincerely aspires to receive patronage, good wish and 
advice from the stalwarts in the fields of culture and 
performing arts and persons of eminence for this noble venture.



Let Hundred
Flowers Bloom

DURGAPUR CHILDREN’S 
ACADEMY OF CULTURE 

A Centre of Performing Arts

COMMEMORATES

Its Activities of Last one Year

Central Office: 
Shantipath, 'C' Zone
Durgapur-713205

Zonal Office: 
3/5 Dayananda Road, 
Durgapur-713204



With Us

Chief Patrons Advisors

Shri M.R.R. Nair, Shri Gopeswar, Dr. 
M.K. Pandhe, Sri A.B. Bardhan, Sri 
Raj Kishor Samantrai.

Padmabhusan Amjad Ali Khan, Pad- 
mabhusan Smt Sonal Man Singh, Sri 
Aravind Pandey, Vice-Chairman SAIL, 
Sri J. Mehera, Chairman, Rashtriya 
Ispat Nigam, Padmashri Umayalpuram 
K. Sivaraman, Padmashri Palakkad K.V. 
Narayanaswamy, Smt. Suchitra Mitra, 
Dr. Govindan Kutty, Sri V. Balsara, 
Smt. SumitraSen, Smt. Mrinal Pandey, 
Sri Goutam Ghosh, Sri Bibhas 
Chakraborty, Sri Satya Bandopadhyay, 
Sri Sailen Manna

PATRONS

Sri Y.P. Sharma, Managing Director 
Durgapur Steel Plant

Sri Dilip Mazumdar, MLA
Sri Puma Malik, MP
Sri N. Lal, Principal
R.E. College, Durgapur

Sri A.K. Dube 
General Manager (work), ASP 

Sri Tarun Chatterjee, MLA 
Sri Rathin Roy, Board Member, DNAA 

Sri Ardhendu Dakshi, Jt. Secretary 
HSEU/ Durgapur (CITU)

OFFICE BEARERS

Smt. Namita Mustafi
Sri S.S. Panja
General Manager (P&A), DSP
Sri JibonRoy, MP
Sri Achyut Mukherjee
General Secretary, HSWU (INTUC)
Sri Nemai Routh
Jt. Secretary, SSU (AITUC)
Sri Ajit Mukherjee
Vice Chairman, DNAA
Sri B.D. Moitra
Sri Harish Chandra Patra
Principal, Girls’ College, Durgapur
Sri Ahindra Deb
Principal, Bidhan Ch. Institute, Durgapur
Sri Manoj Chakraborty

President
Working President

Vice President

General Secretary



An Appeal
*

A Children’s Academy for performing arts, literature & culture was ventured 
in Durgapur Steel Township an year ago with the objective to promote and 
encourage creativity amongst children so that they can become effective promoters 
of human values and culture in the society. It proposes to involve thousands of 
children in the activities of culture, performing art through Festivals, Competition 
and various other programmes. At the same time, Academy proposes to organise 
children at the grass root level and train them in different streams of performing arts 
and also in physical fitness. For this purpose the Academy proposes to build up a 
Children's Complex with residential training centre, auditorium, audio-visual unit 
and other modem equipment and also with a swimming pool. Academy believes it 
will get all help and co-operation from Governments, Public Enterprises and also 
Corporate managements. But, it wishes to enshrine people's initiative both in the 
process of execution of the project and resource mobilisation.

The Academy proposes to develop a organisational network in decentralised 
form to ensure developing talents at unit level and then draw them gradually for 
Central level training in the Academy which would involve greater number of 
Children covering an wider area and at the same time facilitate screening the best, 
and offer them training facilities in the academy.

Though the Academy has begun its activities in the broader Durgapur industrial 
townships, it proposes to expand itself in other parts of the country as well in phases.

Academy in course of its journey during last one year, has already emerged as 
a movement and offered a platform of united activities of all social forces irrespec­
tive of their views and affiliation. A large number of children are attracted into the 
organisation of men and women of eminence in the field of culture have come 
forward to put the organisation into the wheel. Industries of Durgapur Industrial belt 
have assured full co-operation. As the academy was ventured in Steel Town it 
received obviously unflinching support from SAIL. The Hon’ble Minister of Steel 
in a message has wished the success of the venture. It is also a matter of pleasure that 
national leaders of four central Trade Unions i.e. INTUC, CITU, AITUC and HMS 
have extended their support to this venture. All the more it is a pride for the academy 
that it has received the blessings and unflinching support from the eminent person­
alities from the Cultural World.

Academy is confident that although the venture has taken off from a steel 
township in the eastern comer of the country it will finally come into the focus as 
one of the comer-stone in the Nation building process and the idea will express itself 
across the borders of the states and languages.

Our aspirations are high but capacity is still limited. We are going to publish 
a Souvenir in the month of August to commemorate our one year’s activity. We 
expect, we would receive all support from all concerned, for this unique but noble 
and ambitious venture, and we appeal for the same.

Dated, Durgapur 
1st June 1994

Executive Committee
Durgapur Children’s Academy of Culture





Regd. No. 61979 of 1989-90

President :
Dr. Nihar Sarkar 

Genera! Secretary :
Dr. Satyabrata Dutta

Ref.... ...................

West Bengal
( Registered Under Societies Registration Act, 1961 ) 

4/3A, Orient Row, Calcutta-700 017

^Me?

Date.
■^4

Our Institute 
Bhupesh Gupta, who 
Presidnet of India

is organising a Memorial Lecture
was your 

has kindly
comrade. Shri K.R. Nar^>

cheduled to be held in Calcutta
consented to deliver tl 
in September this year.

We
life and
prospect 
contain

shall bring out a Publication 
ideals of Bhupesh Gupta will

'Parliamentary Democracy
specialised contributions

The
on this

eminent

shall

in India' . 
from aPart

°n

Onour
Late

on

The

-^om 

and

^ice 
t is

ch tney 

yodr

have its focus on

parlimentarians, social scientists and political leaders 
keenb make itaguality production of high order. It will 
publication in English and Bengali.

We shall appreciate if you could contribute
seem appropriate 
contribution will

As the time

for the occassion. We have 
rouse interest to a wide circle of

no
readers

at our disposal is very short, we
you could send your article by the middle of July.

With regards

YOU



May 18, 1996,

Com.

Kota 

what

Ram Prasad

I am enclosing a complaint from

Please look into it and inform me

you have done

With greetings,

YOURS COMRADELY,

(A.B.BARDHAN)



Regd. No,, 61979 of 1989-90 L,
□ / JJ Phone ; 247-87

Joshi-Adhikari Institute of Social Studies 
West Bengal

( Registered Under Societies Registration Act, 1961 )

4/3A, Orient Row, Calcutta-700 017
President :

Dr. Nihar Sarkar 
General Secretary :

Dr. Satyabrata Dutta

Ref........................ Date. ..June.. .195 4

Our Institute is organising a Memorial Lecture in honour of Late 
Bhupesh Gupta, who was your comrade. Shri K.R. Narayanan, The Vice 
Presidnet of India has kindly consented to deliver the Lecture. It is 
scheduled to be held in Calcutta in September this year.

We shall bring out a Publication on this ocassion which, apart from 
life and ideals of Bhupesh Gupta will have its focus on the problems and 
prospect of 'Parliamentary Democracy in India'. The Publication would 
contain specialised contributions from eminent academicians, 
parlimentarians, social scientists and political leaders. We are -quite 
keenbmake itaguality production of high order. It will be a bilingual 
publication in English and Bengali.

We shall appreciate if you could contribute on a theme which may 
seem appropriate for the occassion. We have no doubt that your 
contribution will rouse interest to a wide circle of readers.

As the time at our disposal is very short, we shall be grateful if 
you could send your article by the middle of July.

With regards,

Wk , v XX . VV

( NIHAR SARKAR )



B.V.L.N. Rao 
Dy. Adviser(LEFl)

0. No. Q-2D024/2/94/LEM/LP
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

INDIA
NEW DELHI-110001

Date d
Dear Shri Bardhan,

the 25th July 1994

Please recall that when you attended 
the First Meeting of the Standing Advisory 
Committee on Labour in Planning Commission on 
15 July 1994, you had presented your claim 
for travelling expenses etc. While filling 
in the details in these claims, you appeared 
to have inadvertently not signed the claim 
form$ giving details of the journey performed 
by you in connection with the meeting. I am, 
therefore, enclosing the claim form# and 
request you to please send it back to me by 
name after signing the same so tha t the 
claim can be processed expeditiously.

With regards

Yours sincerely,

( B.V.L.N. Rao )
Shri A.B. Bardhan,
General Secretary,
All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) 
Sadar,
Nagpur - 440 001,



Ch

10-8-1994

Dear Dr,satyabrata Dutta,

I am sorry I mised your 
letter dated June 6,1994, and came 
across it only to-day.

I think now it is too late 
to invite an article on the subject.

Please excuse me for the lapse.

Regards,

Yours sincerely,

Dr.satyabrata Dutta,
Joshi Adhikari Institute of 

Social Studies, 
4/3A, Orient Row, 
CALCUTTA- 700017



10-8-1994

Dear Shri Rama,

Thank you for your letter 
of August 5,1994 and the cheque for 
Rs.2000/-.

The money will be utilised 
for similar purposes.

Shri N.N.Rama, 
128C, Plot C, 
Siddhartha Extension, 
New Del hi- 1100 03



Regd. No. 61979 of 1989-90 Phone : 247^8766

Joshi-Adhikari Institute Of Social Studies
/d West Bengal

Registered Under Societies Registration Act, 1961 ) 
4/3A, Orient Row, Calcutta-700 017

DateI6/8/e4,

Com. A.B.Bardhan. RECEIVED
All India Trade Union Congress, 
24, Cunning Lane, 
New Delhi - IIO 001

■ W4

7

Dear Com. Bardhan. . 11 ! • U,
124, Lanning Lane N.Delhi

Thank you for your letter dated 10.8.94. 
There has been a change in our scheduled. 
The Vico-President Shri K.B. Narayanan will 
now deliver the Bhupesh Gupta Memorial 
Lecture in December, 1994, when we shall 
release the memorial volume. You. s®y 
now send your article by the middle of 
October, 1994.
Please do write

With greeti
( Satyabratd^Dutta ) 
General Secretary

Copy to—
Com* A.B. Bardhan
Sadar, Nagpur - 440 001
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Our society is passing through a critical phase; 
significantly the debate generated is no longer confined to the 
educated. The common man is articulating and expressing his 
opinion through available means on questions which concern his 
future : what is the meaning of national development ? what is 
the nature of the relationship between social justice and 
economic progress ? what kind of relations should prevail between 
the centre and the states?

Despite the inner turmoil, there are some who observe only 
the surface, and remain insensitive to the subterranean 
restlessness. The greatest challenge, at the moment, is to place 
this restlessness arising out of a deep desire for change in a 
holistic perspective. And to orient it towards meaningful act. 
This is the challenge for politics. Such politics is geared 
towards transforming society, not towards the capture of power 
a I one.

We can not overlook, in this context, the crucial role of 
the youth. Nor can we ignore the betrayal of youth and its 
idealism. Lately, there has been no attempt to open a national 
level dialogue with the youth. This has resulted in cynicism 
amongst the young people of our country.

I strongly feel that the energy of youth must be 
channelised for social change and cultural renaissance - a task 
much wider in scope than the politics of sheer power. A dialogue 
between likeminded persons is a must, if this task is to be 
performed properly. The intention is to focus attention on the 
youth, identify their problems and evolve an agenda and strategy 
whereby youth ,as an issue, can be placed on the national agenda.
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For this purpose a dialogue has been organised on 
1994 , AT PARLIAMENT ANNEXE , TALKATORA ROAD 

NEW DELHI, AT 10 AM.

We hope that an agenda for action will evolve and 
we will succeed in identifying the issues that need 
to be taken up on national scale.To make the discussion 
meaningful and action oriented,I therefore, suggest the 
following points to begin with :

1. Evolution of a national youth policy.
2. Right to education to be implemented in phased manner 

by redistribution of national resourses.
3. Elitism in education.
4. Statutory recognition to National Youth Council.

This will be only for beginning - other things 
are bound to follow in the discussion.

You are an erudite and active person,and also 
sensitive to social concerns.I request you to join us 
in initiating a dialogue with youth.

(VISHWANATH PRATAP SINGH)

N.B.:- Written papers on the subject will be very welcome.



Executive Committee.

Chairman
T. N. Chaturvedi

Vice-Chairman
Prof. S^PO Verma

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
DELHI REGIONAL BRANCH 

Room No. 76, I.I.P.A., I.P. Estate, 
New Delhi-110002 

Phone : 3317309/291

Secretary
S. C. Vajpeyi

Members

Date......................... ........

25th August, 1994
Dr. (Mrs.) Noorjahan Bava
u. c. Agarwal Dear Shri Bardhan,
B. C. Mathur
B. N. Som
Prof. O. P. Minocha 
Viiay Kumar 
Inderjeet Kaur 
G. L. Nosaria 
N. K. Shinghal 
Krishan Kumar 
H. R. Bangia 
J. S. Bali
Dr. T. N. Rastogi 
Prof. R. N. Thakur 
Dr. M.M.Pant

The Delhi Chapter of the Indian Institute 
of Public Administration is holding Seminars, Workshops 
discussions et®. with a view to highlight the admini­
strative problems and elicit possible solutions. In 
these discussions, we have been inviting experts and 
other knowledgeable persons in the relevant fields 
with the object of bringing out various aspects of 
the issue in focus.

2. Cln line with ; this, we are organising a
seminar on ‘Electoral Reforms* on 1st October, 1994 
at 10.00 AM in the Conference Hall of I.I.P.A. In 
order to have a purposeful discussion, we propose to 
invite representatives of political parties, media 
government officials and other experts and acadamics 
to join the discussion.

3. we shall be highly honoured if you will
agree to spare some time from your busy schedule 
and participate in the discussion. A line in 
confirmation may please be sent to the undersigned 
or to the Hon Secretary Shri S,C. Vajpeyi (Tele 
No. 221 2948)

With best regards,

Yours Sincerely

Vice Chairman
Shri A.B. Bardhan, 
Communist Party of India, 
Aj oy Bhavan,
Kotla Marg, 
New Delhi-110002.



Regd. No. 61979 of 1989-90 Phone : 247

Joshi-Adhikari Institute Of Social Studies
West Bengal

” ( Registered Under Societies Registration Act, 1961 )

4/3A, Orient Row, Calcutta-700 017

Ref.M\.

Com. A.B.Bardhan.
All India Trade Union 
24, Canning Lane, 
New Delhi - IIO 001,

Dear Com. Bardhan,.

Congress,

A. L T. U C.
24, Canning Lane, N.Delhi

Thank you for your letter dated 10.8.94. 
There has been a change in our schedule^. 
The Vice-President Shri K.R. Narayanan, will 
now deliver the Bhupesh Gupta Memorial 
Lecture in December, 1994^ when we shall 
release the memorial volume. You may, 
now send your article by the middle of 
October, 1994.
Please do write.

With greetings,
( Satyabrata Dutta 
General Secretary

Copy to—
Com. A.B. Bardhan
Sadar, Nagpur — 440 001.
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Phone : 3792532
3792015

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST CORRUPTION
CHIMAN BHAI MEHTA, m.p.
Former Union Minister of Human Resource

, „ o n Date : 08.09.94
NATIONAL CONVENOR 4 /3

Sub: Executive Corrmittee meeting of NCAC.

The Executive Committee meeting of National Campaign Against 
Corruption is scheduled to be held on 25th September, 1994 at Chairman Hall 
in Vitthalbnai Patel House.

The Executive had met last on 2nd July, 1994. Since then NCAC has 
spread to various parts of India and the activities of NCAC is making its 
impact. State units are working in Delhi, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and firm contacts have been established 
in Tamil Nadu and West Bengal. Impressive Public Meetings have been held 
in Delhi, Bombay, Ahmedabad, Baroda, Rajkot, Bhavnagar, Ludhiana, Bhopal and 
at various places mainly under the banner of NCAC. Two meetings were held 
in the colleges of Delhi. Media had gradually started responding to our 
activities.

It is noteworthy that due to continuous pressures from outside and 
inside Rajya Sabha discussed the issue of Lok Pal for 2| hours for the first 
time during last three years in the Monsoon Session and Govt, side committed 
on the floor of the House that they are committed to the establishment of 
the authority of Lok Pal and the Prime Minister to be brought under the 
jurisdiction of Lok Pal. Now BJP has picked up the issue of the enactment 
of Lok Pal as the major election issue.

Friends, these are significant achievements made possible due to 
widespread co-operation and active participation of our executive members, 
intellectuals and activists.

Now we want to move to a higher stage of our movement and go for 
organising rallies and big maidan meetings.

We have received a proposal that on first day of the winter session 
of the Parliament NCAC should hold a massive rally in front of Parliament. 
To discuss these proposals and other relevant issues NCAC Executive Corrmittee 
meeting is scheduled as under:-

Date: 25th September, 1994

Time: 3:30 PM

Venue: Chairman Hall, Vitthal Bhai Patel House, Rafi Marg, New Delhi.

You are invited to participate in the above meeting.

With greetings,
Yours sincerely,

Please note: Shri Nikhil Chakarvarty, well known journalist has.
consented to address NCAC executive as the Chief Guest and Shri K.K.(Chimanbhai Mehta) 
Gautam, well known police officer, now suspend for filing FIR Convenor NCAC. 
against higher officer at Barely LJ.P. Who demanded bribe from Shri 
Gautam has consented to address NCAC executive. -------------- ’--------------------

) 01 1
We are trying to enlist other well known public figures 

to speak at our meeting scheduled on 25th September, 1994.



Dr. M. G. BOKARE

Former Vice-Chancellor, Nagpur University Nagpur
■^Advisor to the Planning Commission, Govt, of India

Ph. : 534 686
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Abhyankar Nagar, 
NAGPUR-440 010. 
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Cable : "AITUCONG" 
Fax "91-11-3755419
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» 3rf^ - mTtfta JTf^r ^nhr
ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

24, CANNING LANE, NEW DELHI-110001

President : M. S. KRISHNAN 
General Secretary : A. B. BARDHAN 
Dy. Genera!Secretary : B. D. JOSHI
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TELEGRAM

KISHORE P Art AR
SANTRAM PATIL AMRUTMAHOTSAV COMMITTEE 
KOLHAPUR

WARM FELICITATION TO SANTRAM 75TH 

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY DEEPLY REGRET 

INABILITY ATTEND ASK FORGIVENESS

A. B. BARDHAN



PATRON

VASANT SATHE

RUIKAR BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 6)

OFFICE : 15 "RAM SMRITi" MODERN CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

PRATAP NAGAR NAGPUR-440 022 PHONE : 321932

L, ~ A- J- T. U, c„ / 
I Canning Lane Nn ikt I

You are already in- t-he. kno date of
concluding function of Rambhau Ruikar Birth Centenary 
Celebrations. The date is 8 th January, 1995.

PRESIDENT
A. B. BARDHAN

GENERAL SECRETARY
MALTI RUIKAR

Under your guidance and advice, uptil now, all 
the functions had good response and were accepted by 
the people. We had decided, as you know, that all 
efforts would be made by us for issue of a Commomera- 
tive Postal Stamp by the Central Government. We 
learn that the matter of issuance of the said Stamp 
is under active consideration of the concerned Committee 
which takes decision relating to such matters.

As the date is fast approaching near, we have 
to follow-up the matter vigourously. This Commomera 
tive Stamp would be a crown of the Centenary 
Celebrations.

We not only hope but are confident that through 
your good offices the purpose could be achieved and 
as such I humbly request you to take up the matter 
with the concerned Authorities and the concerned 
Committee for expeditous finalisation.

Taking initiative Shri S.W. Dhabe called me for 
discussing the matter relating to issuance of the 
Stamp. As per his suggestion, I would be reaching 
Delhi on 21st October, 94 and Shri Dhabeji would be 
reaching there on 25th October, 94. At Delhi, I would 
be first contacting you personally and later on would 
meet you along with Shri Dhabeji.

Con * d . . * 2



PATRON
VASANT SATHE

RUIKAR BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE
OFFICE : 15 "RAM SMR1TI ’ MODERN CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY 

PRATAP NAGAR NAGPUR-440 022 PHONE : $21932

If

..2 . .

Kindly excuse me for the inconveniences and 
the troubles that may be caused to you.

With kind Regards

PRESIDENT
A. B. BARDHAN

Yours
C. 'LL— s'—- C-c / 

( MALATI RUIKAR )
GENERAL SECRETARY

MALTI RUIKAR
Shri Sheelbhadra Yajee 
President, 
All India Freedom 
Fighters’ Organisation, 
NEW DELHI.



ROURKELA STEEL MAZDOOR
( REGISTRATION No. 60 / RKL )

( AFFILIATED TO A..I.T.TT.C. ) 
OFFICE : qrs. NO. A/145, SECTOR - 19 

ROURKELA - 769005

Ret No. _^SMUZACZ94.„„.._ Date 3.10.94-------
To: Com. A.B.Bardhan, 

General Secretary, 
AITUC, 24, Canning Lane, 
New- Delhi-1.

Dear Commrade, I 24, Canning Lane, N.Delhi

Kindly refer to your letter dated 17th September,* 94. 
In this connectilhis is to inform you that we are holding 
the Annual Conference of our Union on 17th & 18th of Oct.
1994. The delegates* Session on 17th October,*94 will start 
from 5.30 p.m. and will continue upto 8.30 p.m. on that 
evening , again on 18th October,*94 it will start by 8.30 
A.M. and will conclude by 2.p.m.

We would request you to be kind to grace 
this occasion by your esteemed presence. We would also 
request you to let us know your detailed prograiame in this 
regard so that arrangement be made accordingly.

With greetings.

Yours comradely,

(B.Indwar.)
General Secretary.

Rourkela Steel Mazdoor Union.
ROURKELA.

for : information of:

A'B'
^cy

C a m. & cc



General Sectetary/CITU * 
New Delhi-lit tfl .

Dear Comrade

1X strike call given by Mass organisation
But it ® progress; patriotors are partial success.
But natisnwxse it is no effect. The workers an employees are lo^s® 
®ne day payment. But Government side, n© little bit reaction rmn® 
GATT agreement was signed by Central Govt. what will da th« strike? 
Because the /working class is S# less than the Indian ^pula?^ 
Every year Deepavail and other relxgious festival are camming like

® every year aur trade unians are called a nationwide strike 
^oian^ailway^dd^nst* *fter the stri^ke?. Still ©i date
f?ei»2n? *? 2^ P®rticlP*te in any ©all India strike. Due to
hand unions strengths are reduced, on the ether
n^nd IiJTWC or BMS strength is increased. GATT agreement is a anf-i 
natienal anti people anti working class, it is a anti patriotic 
Instead^f st Ji Sh®ulf b® ch«nged by pelitical movement ®nly .

J strike, we should collect large amount from the workers 
tit ? * ?U3~ fun® W1^h ^®lnt account far educating rural mass 
tnraugh contmous camp -Again all the political parties i ® Left an. Semacratic fn^FshSuI. f.rra a p^li?tc«l nl.;

sheul® net give call without Railway. 9 class, ^e

Our Bengal G@vt. Industrial policv is dedar® in
Fusion tKhwl^ thrust areas f.rth private sector^For

With mUtU1Y basis.

tllait Mi narl-v 4 statement an 4/13/94r*S tJ Xv the private sector had a vital
r ~® t® P*®y in the aver all development ©f the csunfrrv ar^ < +• 
n.t .pp.se. t. even inviting .nultinatl.nal int. the c^n ™.

Our great China is adaepted the sam® Un. < „ ,•Th.se Wh. have faith Xxam calU^^tJ^iiSaJ S“-cUv f?i.
«untry> then what ab.ut capimLt ;«tyyif£: 

rxghts we hav'-it.cise thL c.ng(bpx^^:

make “str^ bUt W= Sb ul«
Dharna. hunger st‘rik?y»»^ini te s'trik£ hvt ^""“a/n.tine.wal1 pMt, 
workers & political parties mass Mvenent. Th'^ffnal^s strike"^?^ 
all the workers expecialy Railways< v41 ™ 7 ' strike with

Thanking y©u*
Yours faithfully.

(s.RAmsAi^;

Cc: C®m A.B.Shardan 
General Seer--tary/AITUC 
New Delhi-lit «•!



NANDITA HAKSAR
ADVOCATE SUPREME COURT

SopV as, 5^

Co<y> f&ardVvctru
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nandita haksar
advocate supreme court

Bangalore
Sept 28f 1994

Dear Comrade Bandhe

a few days ago
I have received yovr

I must confess that the
also very angry

letter of September 20, 1994 
contents sake me very sad and

in a
You have accused me or playing narrow, petty politics

done
way that I can nover imagine doing, 

this to someone you do not know and
the parties

I wonder why you should have 

who is not a part of any of
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^ven oe-’ore we organised the
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was unable to attend. However.
an

but ohri Vibhutirath spoke at 1
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speakers I person 
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Although neither of them were 
nrt to get their papers circulate

ty was not 
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extended to any other non-speaker. 1 enclosing
your reference

This facili 
rheir

Balanandan
I am sending copies of thia lette

r to Co® Prakash
I also do nX beeaU“ 1 d° not Want

in ^“iative ln getting a
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NANDITA HAKSAR
ADVOCATE SUPREME COURT

-2-

ln Delhi when * we have not a basis for a trust.

In future if there is any time you would like to discuss anything 
4n which I can be of help, mainly legal strategies I would do so gladly. 
I am not seeking clients or cases but I would like to be able to contri­
bute something in the struggle against the recolonisation of ay country, 
isy people and the destruction of ray country’s national assets.

I a® also writing to request you to contribute an article on any 
aspect of the problem of globalisation and options before the trade union 
politics. Seminar has offered to bring out a special issue ©/n the subje­
ct as a follow Mp c ? the 33 ste ^hicl r^ny found to be useful. I would 
personally like an article on your experience with IISCO but you can 
decide what ever aspoct you would like to write on. Please let se know 
if we can expect the artilce or send it directly to Tejbi* Singh, the 
editor of Seminar at Delhi.

If you wish I can weet you in Bangalore or even in Delhi after 
October 4th when I will be at: 6886149.

With best wishes,

Tours sincerely,

-audita Hakuar

56, MUNIRKA ENCLAVE, NEW DELHI - 1 1 0067 Phone No. 669253



MANIBEN KARA INSTITUTE u
Sealord Building, 167, P. D'Mello Road, Bombay-400 001/76. India • TEL. : 261 21 85, 262 23 88 

( SPONSORED BY HIND MAZDOOR SABHA ) 
Society Regn No. Bom./ 381 I 83 / GBBSD

Director : VASANT GUPTE

Ref. No.

Shri A.B. Bardhan, 
General Secretary, 
A.I.T.U.C.., 
24, Canning Lane, 
NEW DELHI-110 001.

Dear Bro. Bardhanji,

RECEIVER
/ ................... ........ ........OZi

’ 6 OCT W I
„ A. I. T. U. C.
inning Lane, N.Delhi. I

September,1994

When I met you in Delhi sometime back, you enquired 
whether the recording memoirs of trade union leaders is 
still on. You also said that you have written down your 
memoirs in part. That time only I had requested you to 
finish your write up and send to us at your earliest. We 
are running against time, but we can always wait for special 
persons like you. So please write down the full memoirs 
and send it to us at your earliest preferably^ by 15th 
October 1994.

Thanking you and

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

Vasant Gupte 
Director



7th October, 1994

Dear Guptaji,

Thanks for your kind letter.

I will try to complete and 
send it, though it may be by the end 
of October, rather than 15th October,

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

Shri Vasant Gupte, (A. B. BARDHAN)
Director,
Maniben Kara Institute,
Dealord Building, 
167, P.D’wello Road, 
BOMBAY-4000 01.
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^URUDAS Das GUPTA 

membA of parliament 
(RAJYA SABHA)

24, Canning Lane, 
New Delhi-110001.
TEL. 387 320

DATEDs 09.11.94

Shri T.C. A. Rangachari,
Joint secretary,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
New Delhi.

This is in persuance of my talk with you on 
Telephone regarding the passport of Com. Ardhendu Bhushan 
Bardhan, s/o Late Hemender Kumar, having passport no. 
B-058825 issued in Delhi on 6th October, 1986, who had 
applied for extension of validity to passport office 
Nagpur as far back as on 17th October‘94. I seek 
your intervention for the issuance of the validity 
af the passport by this week. Otherwise it will be 
impossible for him to attend the World Congress of 
Trade Unions at Damascus. He has to leave the 
country on 16th November, 1994.

Yours sincerely,

(GURUDAS DAS GUPTA)



das GUPTA * / 24, Canning Lane,
New Dalhi—l10301,
PCL. 3S7 320

8 09.11.94

Shri S.c. A. Rangachari, 
Joint secretary, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
New Delhi.

This is in pursuance of my talk with you.on 
Telephone regarding the passport of Com. ..rdhendu Bhushan 

Bardhan uhosbcm, Vo Late Hemender Kumar, having passport no.
8—058825 issued in Delhi on 6th October, 1986, who had 
applied for extension of validity to passport office 
Nagpur as far back as on 17th October’94. I seek 
your intervention for the issuance of the validity 
of the passport by this week. Otherwise it will be 
impossible for him to attend the 4orld Congress of 
Trade unions at Damascus. He has to leave the 
country on 16th November, 1994.

Yours sincerely,

(GURUDAS DAS GUPTA)
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17th November, 1994,

Dear Dr.Shantibhai,

Thanks for your Diwall 
greetings, and the "wake up in Time’* 
Call 1 it is very apt.

*4e should go ahead with 
the formation of HMS-AITUC Coordination 
Committees as decided by us,

Greetings,

Yours sincerely

Dr.Shanti Patel, 
Sneh sadan B-ll, 
Shittaderi Temple 
Mahim, 
Bombay-40 0016.

Rd;
(Ai B. BARDHan)



PUBLISHING FOR 
ONE 

WORLD

International Publishing Development Programme

WILEY EASTERN limited, publishers 
NEW AGE INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS LTD.
4835/24, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New
Cable : WILEYEAST.

WE/4017/94

Mr A B Bardhan 
C/o A I T U C 
24 Caning Lane
New Delhi 110 001

Tele : 3276802, 3261487, 3278348. Fax :

For.

1
ovember 15,

Delhi-110002 
1-11-3267437

N.DelhL

1994

Dear Mr Bardhan,

busyThank you very much for taking out time from your 
schedule to attend the launch of our publication, India 
Under_Sie2e at India International Centre on 9 November 
1994, and for participatng in the panel discussion.

We hope that you will continue to extend support to this 
book and to our future publications.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely

Swati Mitra

Branches : NEW DELHI-BANGALORE-BOMBAY-CALCUTTA-GUWAHATI-HYDERABAD-LUCKNOW-MADRAS-PUNE-LONDON
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15th iwcmaer, 1994*

□ear shrx mtn aam ji*

javer al eminent personalities and public 
figures nave bean writing to you about bringing out a stem 
on tne birth centenary of on® of the eminent freedom M^hmroe 

political 1 -.a«o£ central inai® Ml iUS* 
HuUar«

recall hem iw was om of tm 
pioneers ana builders Of to® trade union mmmo&« tad mt 
only in General India*

He was twice ©lactoe as the
the AOoC* and 1 kt toumr*pr«si<WQc of the m.h* St

m mo • ciom oomoiom of mtajl mbhrn 
Ghanira Wm* and was for mer - MHTO W» of th©
IWX* RMhlBm .sloe*

think it would befitting to bring 
out a soMOtm® thio mnmtMMgt year of his birth*
which coeawnc-aa on January 8* 1995*

m or . ■ a to tahw a decision in this
matier aoon*

as*

Wars sincerely*

Pt. 4am*
Minister of 0smuni®ation®»
Government of Inaia* 
.anchor dhwao* 
hew uelhi » llGQpl*



16 th December, 199.

Dear Sir,

Phe notice of the meeting 

was so short, that I could not adjust 

my programme to attend the meeting of 

the Board.

May I request that in 

future the notice is longer.

Regards,

Yours sincerely,

Director,
Shramik Vidyapeeth,
C/o Shri wanjari Bhavan,
Plot no.37,
New Cotton Market Layout, 
Nagpur.

(A. B. BARDHAN)



Office of the Director, 
Shramik Vidy; peeth,C/o.
Shri. W-nj ri Bhavan, Plot
No.37,New Cotton Market Ley
Out,Nagpur
Det^d:- "

To,

A. I. I U, C.
24, Canning Lane, N.Delhi.

Subject Agenda of the 2 nd meeting of the Board of 
Shramik Vidyapeeth, Nagpur.

Sir/Madam,

I am pleased to inform you that,the meeting of 

the Board of Shramik Vidyapeeth; Nagpur will be held on

15 <.h December, 1994 at 12.00 p.m, in Committee Room, on 6 th

Floor, Mantralaya, Bombay-32

I am enclosing herewith the agenda of the seme 

meeting.

I have to request you , to kindly make it 

component to attend the same meeting.

Encl: Agenda



s OS L IJ PJapeeth_n ASi ur_
Agen d/ of the 2 nd Meeting of the Board

* 
AGENDA

1) Confirmation of the minutes of the 1st meeting, which 

was held on 8 th June, 1993 at Bombay.

2; To approve the Annual Report for the year 1993-94. 
/

3; To sanction the Budget Estimates for the year 1995-96 

and Revised Estimates for the year 1994-95.

4; To approve the draft of Recruitment Rules for the 

staffing pattern of Shramik Vidyapeeth, Nagpur and creation 

of posts on the establishment of Shramik Vidyapeeth, Nagpur 

as per Guidelines of Shramik Vidyapeeth.

5; To record the sanction to and continue ex—isting rules 

as per Government of Maharashtra, which are at present 

applic-ble to the existing staff of Shramik Vidyapeeth,Nagpur 

for further period.

6; To decide the number of members from Board of members 

and or outside experts and other persons in respect of 

constituting the following Committees.

i; Finance Committee

ii) Programme Advisory committee and

iii) Executive Committee

7) Any other items with the permission of the chairs.

N agpur
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wi^ tfhm
- ^5? ^qrt

qjpwgt H^nro-rorgH ^ntf^rRTfT hhtoht 
’ ' tohhr hereto yy to bunfwn n 

WlnrqiH TOH finSTH TO tort HMTHT
■*fawTH  HTaHR HTgY ? fsWH, HT HfTOHTO

*o
HTRSi ^THYMn- 1,^0 wnTOTOTT HH ¥^H 

I^y^ hw nfTOH toMY. arre^w qfHroMY 
FHTHHT 1VR HTOT STIMT dY y\o +THHT- 
■<RHT TOT HTgMRHT HTTgTO.
ht^Y itrto nafYro whhr nfroro^^TOT1 A o,
TOMTH H TORR hYr ? o o HTOHRTHT TOSH 
arsfiuMrer n nqwr htto. rtot tot- 
hY^t hshYh to5t h torh tr hhhtt nfn- 
nroY FHIHHT ST1MT.

h'reran th ^tot tor hYstorrni TOre^t 
totth nYa ^totot hi nf?rnrernY h^rMY hhh hr- 
wagY Yhtoth tor h nknnrreY ang. rerrerrsY

igY sthm tohmt h tohhrttot hYthtoto 
TRHatHT TOM areHIHT gY<HR HTgt.

TO M ^R: 3 0 TORH

^TO? TO® ^YaTO TOt> HFTO'TOfRY ^thhttot 
H HiHMMHcrYsHT 'tfr gg^n IHI rfYn gg 
1^40 w <n^. <^m Sf. $. (t
in HTTOH gY qTTOH TfsrRR STTWY ^gRH 
tlw regTrnn HnrrH$=R v RHrgTH tot to- 
wer to arrg. ?rejnf R<R <uzn r nrnnY toh- 
hrttot « Mi'll 3VR-'^3 tt^h rerer httot 
grain h^h tor tort gYrerrn. 5$ hto htoh 

ntHnH ITT TOHHR H^TO5FTOT nw jj^- 
^RT TOH^H Hrefr TOT hr

HMi'li^' rr-RfTTOH + W!d aTTH RffM TO‘<?5 
afndlqrtn hYtoh htotto srrefr.

g-f rto ht tototh n nfn'
I

<TO<TO HTO WTTOTH?RH YfsRWTOTO. 
totortht nnfor totot^ tor gre sn^ gt^ 
R TOHTOT Y HRT Y® H fHHTHHR trh 
HTHHi^r-HTHerH ^ottr arergro. to. nYnrerHHR1 
to to ^Trar^ 3rn% arena
fa+'f ( ^^1+^ f?RW - ^rmr^r tT<p refsnr 
'wr gTcft) ^ffrrere^i totot rey>i
cm £2w:rer gff^re gra-. r®
g'rar. -gT srnT?T gnfY.
^TH^iHi-^Hrar ‘sfrrer htsrt ^hrt’ «rare 
ht g^nr^fYr Ruma arr% gW. ngnrrf 
*Toi^i ^Rrei Ser xr«r gim. girTrexurw 
3 «T^tgre srftref? snrerr sr^rerrar 3rr^?r5T rerotR 
him qrwY gXY. regrerTfHvn rer^TO n>an 
Hogar. W fiRoft TTHHRFTT =5HT
Ye fgcTHtWT HSR^Y ^HH?R HgTHTfwreT

^rennt 3HMT grar. | ngr
HTfH?ren^ fftRWkn n ?r:
R^HRnTcM g'T^ H g TT hIMh^T 
RH'R^'I'hY

3 3 <^^Y q-qreRH’’ ^raR 3nR>‘ nfa-
?h<t FHrqHT simY. w ’T^t g g reT nf?nrH

arn yr^^gr ^nrnTTrersn ; arr^
arrfw reir^^ 3t^t ref?rerRr^ *
‘ gfsRmfkn sfcrg ifere snrenR ufanre ’ ^gyp 
iyyo himt F«rm h y? xiwr refe- 
^?nr nfa^reH rgn^ nrF^HH nrereffsr 
HfHHH H q^MT na^hf ^THHTT HfHHH HTgt 
ngrre gRoqrn 3TrRrr srrtM yyyv kimt 
gfsRMkn qirotf^ hOrh hftot ryre^aHt 
renanr fan^ swr. neif nt fr^na 
■dsreaT fimt. qwr?, hthh h

HgTHifniTT ?ann htht fnsn gRT, sthhf 
fnsnn H^gHi rg^r ht, mth- 

hr hth aw ^r, hh ^fnat hh_ 
TOT 3Trf<H HH nfTOTOfr RTTHHl gif •



*135 ar an an taa ta.wr qrrn- 
’N ^tn $kqa ave ita ata <] a q 
HtaY ^ta. tT^^o i HI Hd| * A leg a n^HI (^qvTT

11 f?aH XTaW a X Wt \9 3^ 
x’nxrann qx amtax anta eta wrr a^r- 
nrfHrnrxnx fawn waartaar v ewar. 

ww. waft WH’ii<i-qi ai wear ara- 
’’’Ttargsr few wwartar taaatar aamm 
stare tata tat. anaiwa awt, wtaata

xa ^ta. eaxr ata vo arettatta 
axrreft hswkT atfaai-onr sRar. 

ext waarxtnt nrat^xa 
tan waat hhxht ^erei aartarrst aa- 

<ere seta, arn^ara® «,o wHata raixt 
^ftanta aw exrxmx aft tatat.

snawwarr «oo waarxitat arrow ata 
row aww e^eta artaaw. rortatar 
afwattat, warn hhtwi wwaaxfa 

f^nrta faatx eiwr ata anta aasreas 
1,000^ jfww<t ere wwa wanrxrxt 

xxx xrnwr. raraxx w. tat a fata- 
vrser qar etatata afar taw aare aarx- 
xrw sirw srrfta re i^ta s^^r-i t-ii i <ta tax, 
m<Hdi<t x^n, ^tatae tab’ll <. qi aaa- 

ta 3° anta ax nrta, xxw hhthth- 
xaxn xt fata ^txr.

^x ntxHwr 3,10° wa’iKixt fare gnr- 
w fxaa <wrx tarta nw xtaaw- 
WRtarwr wrow<rw eta x^r. <ftw?r nta- 
e^rerota at awt - fxnt tar erswn^ eta 
gwr ns^r errerare ng»r ^nreretar neea 
^ta. rtatatar ^qn ^ta ^re e tataere 
?t ere tawer srers srmr ?tar taftw errn- 
nre tatar ta. tthh hist tata emrertaY 

e neta tatatae e ^tan tan taw
ta wiTwra arta. tar tan tartar 

rer WHnrtarr h® nftawrgH jtarta hhh 
qre; srta arta

wuTretawT 1,^00 waaic e wreninr 
tar ax ata e netata^ taSTW. WtaT 

ftaHFWT wr ^tatax h qi rfi aw? ftata 

e wnartata ^wta tarex wta wxe 
nta^T 3HRrrw gri?r n vrata tarwr fta- 
tawr qnrxTHHtar arntata 35 stat, ta 
■hm id artat - efew aratata wawx a ^m- 
tat qsnr *rre ta ^ta a nwetar 
a wtata wnnixtaxrex tt^ ta tax 
arera “ta^wFre a etasrtar

wwjh erf*tHHWT 1300 waai<im ^o 
ftantw ta ax trh tanntat arr^. wr- 
’ire jertawriw tata qaaa wta. ta 
we win nr fnfta tataar nTTrern atan 
wawtaft a ftana': ferenn tatanr ta- 
wtetarT arnwrrwr w-ta-oar atax anta 

atan wan ataa targa arnngwren 
And tata taxnr ws araxarwr wastat 
arrsrarnrw arta atat tatan taata.

tjtasn tartar waarx tatan grrwraxrw 
wwta ^00 wanrtarT unea wean rta, 
an Soo wan era’ll<ita nr awx ^tarzn 
wa’iRiarta antat ta taw a nrr waaixtarst 
a wrrnaxerf fasaH ftat n nr^ arn 
wan Kia 1 ana wa fawta erf^ta, arnr 
^<ita naw. afta nttat wtaar 
waartaw g^r ta nm wanr area few.

?ar aaxr anta tartar ips gxw wan 
nexa ^tar. tasata anta ana ar ^00 waarrtar, 
tatna sata jftexHnr o o waaixtar, awat-

tar ata, taatatwr wanrnnr 
aar, ufaqa qwr tatfaqawr ^00 waaixrer, 
ewer anta wa. 5. qn. tafafaaftawr acert 
wearata awta a fenta gera nxwwr ^00 
waarunr aaraatni waw asr, tafaqaa, 
neafr wftar, at. wfaeara, taana <fafa- 
afta e. fwae wwrtaata ata whwi afn- 
anwr wTtatar tartar a tatafta nrafta a 
arnarsi^r qtax exara metal a r agta ar 
ftat. | h< ata hhr, n^rarf, tata(, wanrat 
ear, awfr a wawafwr ataefar Tatar 
?. wnarx nsatartata 3mfa ftanrranrsar 
smnrHist ^ra n^rare awe 1 a atari 
faae mx wat ^ttat.
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m Yama? ttrY MY n aYaY.
^aiRar ^w<i a r raw® ?fafa3ifta- 

x^W $r <wr rxr Ym tot rr ^r
xfrr xYitar ^aaiY ftrrYY aamniR 

TIXaYx TYYY^T RR TRFT <Y% R 
*<4^ t'lY. aftanfl, XH-oqi qfaaaauYx

TR fYsY TWIRRY TZI TTR 3TFpT 
RTT aY aYza XHTfa^ 51T?5T. 3f rY 

aPiqiRl^ T^HYaRFrjR RT TZlY RTF 
TFT 3R<( aiaiY TR"

tt aafxr zaaYa trY wwt ^ftt ti 
’YRT RaYY’TTTR SB TFRaTRF afaa^Xar 
TRtY ?!wi 4t3F Ra rY 4a ^FTR,
tfirt frat?! ttr 3rYx frar TWTRrrr 
aaar ^rri xrttrt t^tit ^aa xfr 
Y Ytr ax srata, RTTaYfraa arrar^a tt- 
w tfr xrfa aaaYafarY a afaax xYY- 
^RtxY xxfatYtfY Trafarr xiaY jtY w 
ttI. xxr anaxYr ax xr xrf^R. xfftr 
■^coYr TRIJYYxYxYtR RlY^XT^T ffrY 
HY xrtx 3n^. ttY ^YrrY fax? xxa cr<Y

xi^ia. aaJXofrxT axfa str^x
XTWWI <Y ?TR 3rpt

g^fxrtqr x ananrR 
^nx^nrx xt^t

3T5TT T%RT XX-ZXRI^X TFFTRR

*<«I +<<11 XT afYxxY 3Tiq4Y 3a XT jfY 
^Y arr^cr, arfa xa w ^fxaYxftx qwi. arf?r-

YW ’TIFtY ^JTMdl STTcTITT
T5T TYtT-^Yrwa- Rr3rn ant- ^rrar-

-ttst ?r<r
^r^TT *r< tiwtt 3^0n~or. ^ti% 
*wsr TnFnTFn- <4^
^WTT^fT wr W1 ?Y® waY, rar <!?tHY
^■nKTOT shm tt^ TfYmrE^

Trra*n% Tthr sn^. an snaaYa
TfTTTT ?VTTf WY a<v T?fY

Tnr<ll<R TT^FT tY?T fwXTT
^JT HYt YYrw f<F?t 

^IwPq^Y. TWTTT Pwjw^IT in JT^Tsqr 
TirmriRsY tt. 5®; ^fY, MY. jY,

TTTTT T?I, sfY. sY. ?rft,
qH?r 3^555, W ^^.Yr-WYnFT, aRI YfY, 
^sfY- 3<tt. yHiwt><, snra- ts*<Y, ■

?. aiTra a appiMY Yftt^
HfTTT ?3Ti^r MY^-^Ff ?rY
TTSfFTa- TPFTR TiqW TUTT

a-Jnr tMsj 5firT' TS’aYrY, sr^raf, MrYa-- 
3FrMt TSnT^MY T vIGTTTTTY^ g'^ ;

M^oq^id 3R^TT STTlRr
TRJt^ TH+Rut HRSnTJTI^ W?| ?TT^J 
fRwY fcrr TFFTRrqYa-^ 3irt,’| 
ifrfft ^riaYrr ■ TfYr^i^Y qr tPfYt4 YYatTr 

ti’firttYt 3trr<|6^c||<iA .Mtk-
Rirr ^ari iY-f^r, t^fft TRsppiaY 
( ^ hYs|), Tfrsr ■( ^

?rr Rq $i 1 ^YfMrYtfY feT' ( *} atFirf ) > srit 
feaY srprfar tffir t TifarrTT 

=tst^Y<Y aa-a arrsTa saMmraY. ^fTaTa 
tt*tt, fR^u^r, ^Rf^aYr ar TiRTm arr^r 
3TMYt ^t.

arrfYr fir fa^aaTKY^r
^fYawrTRar afaT TwlHraY’ sitWrt aar- 
faTTarrHs^ frcR MttwYi. sYPRai afaMaY 
^Y tft TararY a TtfaTRT arfmYY ^Y 
ya^RT rtr arfaara Ya rtt Tra t 
ar ^YaR ar^Y. ,.?,

aaaY aa aRr-aRr thJ+rYY arraR 
araa rT^a. ^T; a^aRar fafaarY 
Raa Ta sf^aY tY, 
aa ar a?arR arna aaaa ^afaara irr 
ar ana ar aRi qfrfRaYa ^TaaRtar ara- 
aaa Trait aarraY gaRYaa faafa an, 
ara tfftr xrmr aafaa a xraa am 
xr|. aa atR ttttYri gaRYaarxaraY a 
farTarraai YaaataeY faarar Yrfjsj aY 
xiaaFRir^YR axatfiia* YYr anm aaax 
str art- aY xrx TSRrgY aaYara; garcY- 
aaiY Ya?a a<a TraY arY- TRa ^a; a 
afaaru a xixaaY araaiar P^Yri aaaiax 
xafaaY, eaiY^Y * TRa ^R !
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The State Committee of Communist Party of India decided by around 
the last week of October 1994 that I also file my nomination in 
the elections to the Karnataka Legislative Assembly, scheduled to 
be held in Bangalore on the 1st December 1994.
Later the State Secretary of our party desired that I file my 
nomination in the Bharati Nagar Constituency instead of Varathur 
Constituency, though in the later constituency we might be having 
a better base and an acknowledgeable voters strength, being HAL 
and other industrial workers. This was proposed with a view to 
accommodate Com.Suryanarayana Rao, CPU candidate in the Varathur 
Constituency as our understanding between CPI and CPU had
reached. However, on the last date he withdrew and stood 
Gandhi-nagar Constituency. Having filed my nomination in the
Bharati Nagar Constituency only, I had to stick to that, as the
decision of the Bangalore District Council was to confine our
contest only to one constituency in Bangalore City and one in the 
rural viz. Ramnagara.
It may be recalled that in the Bharati Nagar Constituency, Com. 
Suri stood last time with the support of the Janata Dal and 
secured about 12,000 voters and why he selected Gandhinagar in 
preference to Varathur or Bharati Nagar (where he did not file 
nomination this time) is not known.
*ADJUSTNENT EFFORTS FAILED
Almost a few days before the last date of withdrawal our party 
and till the last date the CPN were considering the question of 
seat adjustment with Janata Dal leaders who according to our 
State Secretary and others who attended meetings with the Janata 
Dal were not responding properly and behaving as if they have 
already won. They were prepared to directly concede Davangere 
seat only and were not relenting in respect of others, though 
there were some indications of conce ding in 3 places (Indian 
Express reported that Bharati Nagar was one of the seats JD was 
prepared to concede to us). Ue were the strong contenders for 
Shahbad which was the seat held by us in the past, besides 
Davangere and Chikamangalur where we have been contesting for the 
Parliament seat since three terms and we also wanted Berur, as 
we felt we had a fair chance of winning there.
It is also to be noted that some of our 1eaders/contestants 
desired to have seat adjustment with KCP and approached 
Nr.Bangarappa after the talks broke down with JD, but the later 
did not respond (Ironically even while JD left Davangare seat 
without contesting, KCP put up their candidate for that seat 
also) contrary to the expectation of those who desired to have seat adjustment with KCP.
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- BANGALORE DISTRICT COUNCIL’S DECISION

^JhepDiStriCt C°Uncil of Bangalore, it was felt by most 
at RaJa->^n^a^, though a seat won by Com.M.S. Krishnan 

ha^n/0^- Malleswaram Constitue
having adjustment with either Congress or JD), is 
seat this time as the others have prepared 
they did not get any inspiration. Hence 
arathur or Bharati Nagar, in addition to, 

Having filed nomination only in 
. had to confine to that Constituency 

nomination in Ram Nagar (where Mr.Dave 
candidate from JD).

twi c e 
better 
us and 
either 
Ram Na. 
finally 
filed ;

gar .

of them 
thr i c e

not
much ahead

and 
a

o f
they proposed 
if possible,

Bharati Nagar,
only and
Gowda was

non e 
the

* COMPOSITION AND BACKGROUND OF BHARATI NAGAR CONSTITUENCY

Bharat i 
consists 
Kannada, 
besides

Nagar Constituency is almost a mini-South India
T linguistic and ethnic groups vis. Tamils,
lelugu (lot of them confined to slums), Christians 

considerable population of Muslims (about 14,000 vo^ 
more without votes). it had returned barring one

up any did'"Ot PUt
put up a candidate for Ulsoor and'lojt miserably°n°e

and many
occasion an
Christians. 
considerable

It

past 
also 

though

& tussei between 2 contenders of th? Tn ar>^ c ; „ t t . ..seat was allotted to Mr Ra iann- - - . . . finally the

h- stood as an independent candidate defvim
supported by 2 JD Corporators who wore ail i

eve. The sitting NLA who also became the
different symbol (Coco^r^tVf^ *

ticket 
party, 
on the elect!on
Minister Mr.K.J.

WE. STARTED FROM "NOTHING ’

With 
even 

the
■ i. <inere was not even one symbol

Campaign, 
City). 

members

flag with us to start the 
contested many times in the 
persons who are non-party 
accidentally found during the Campaign

though
Many

to

Party had
local/Constituency

work for 
and they

us 
did

were 
work
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sincerely. Ue had to rely on 'imported' cadres/machinery who 
gathered in considerable number only in the last few days, before 
the election. Having been in the Trade Union field for- many 
years, well-wishers and TU cadres irrespective of party 
affiliation came to work for us though their number was small 
(some DMK, Congress persons from HAL, etc.)

* CAMPAIGN

Our campaign was orderly and systematic.
volunt e er s The candidate
met the 
meeting 
elect!on

visited about 13,000 to 14,000 houses and
voters (mostly house wives and

along with 
personally

workers 
in the

of di f f erent industries
retired persons) besides

explanatory 
later an

important factory bus
a few days

stops. Ue have
before 
issued

the 
two 
and

highlighting
to solve 
arrived at
e1ection

pamphlets, first an appeal to the working class 
Appeal to the Voters of Bharati Nagar Constituency 

our tasks and assuring periodic peoples’
the
our 

day

civic and other 
election offices

were held in the 3
and none could have read

problems (our 
only the previous

party
convention 
mani f esto

evening of the

not so well
3 public meetings

out of 7 Corporation divisions and these were
attended by the Voters. 2

Das Gupta MP and Shamin False) did not prominent speakers
and one meeting was 
meetings of
impress ive 
ministers,

and

cancelled by our 
other parties,

attend the public
cadres in Cox Town.

meetings

barring Congress, 
better attended as galaxy of outside were

Public 
mor e

speakers,address ed such meetings. Our
campaign was really good and responsive. Those who read our 

pamphlets did speak well ' ‘
door door t o

of them.

1 TUs RESPONSE

There 
Lamp 
union 
unions

are only 2 factories within the Constituency, 
factory Union affiliated to AITUC and the
is affiliated to CITU. The functionaries

and the 
general

worked (the former meeting a good amount
later without any expenses) during the

other 
o f 
o f

one 
ITC , 
both

Metal 
whose 
thes e

expenditur e

affiliated/
workers belonging to

connected to
some major

us did not come
and some of them having been belonged to 
along excused themselves stating the fact 
if they were otherwise busy. But all of

industries, even 
forward to work for 
other major parties

The 
thos e 

us , 
all

and others pretended as
only 
they

them promised they 
having belonged to working 

finally did is revealed in the results.
vote f o r us , class. However,

will 
what

The RBI Employees’
functionaries

Association (Class III)
came with us during the door t

Secretary and
was told that the President o door
morning went with Mr. of that Association

campaign.

same RBI quarters, 
affiliated to AIBEA,

Michael Fernandes to
The Class IV workers
however did not

to door campaign in the quarters, 
them also.

in the
a few houses

some
It 

same 
the

union, which is directly
come with us during the door

despite advance information to
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1 CERTAIN PROBLEMS

During our 
ext ens ively

door to door campaign (which was not done so

the impression
working class including the retired factory/office 

well and that was to be followed up by
, certain areas, as we did not have local
follow up was not carried on and the voters 
our one time visit/campaign

r espond ing
Except in

the
workers are 
the others.

might have
cadres, the

forgotten

The^ symbol was new to the constituency and 
uneducated persons were enquiring what the 
were to be follow up rounds by others, this 
explained better.

many less 
symbol was.

educat ed/
If there 

hav e be en

A lot of TU cadres and well 
unions did participate in

wishers from a number

strength we had.
DC members did

of
was

a f f i1iat ed
the campaign, 

branches/branch
This the

and
real 
even 
them 
them 
did 

. --------- -- r also.
+ . a -,. statements in the press from different

other ^poHtioal parti durin£ the
Not that this would

Many party
not take this seer etari es

showed their faces or worked election seriously and some of
wanted CPI tn • .u Very nominally- May be some of
not feel happy)* Thi^ the. ^^i011*1 constituency hence 
While ^“numbe^o^^ ^-shiP

1eaders 
there
s erious

o f
re any from our party.
impact on the electorate 

have given some morale boost up 
had to send statements

of Bharati Nagar but
himself
evening press/Tamil press which

to the 
in the

party. 
evening

are popular in the

The 
to

have had 
it would 
candidat e 
over the

constituency.
Thanks to the Bank Comrades for the work 
identification ' ’ '
localities (eg. 
Cox Town and 
anyway not vote

-- -------- of writing the
slips- But this was not distributed 
Kadirannapalaya, for lack of persons and 
a number of slums in the 
to us). belief that

ent ire 
in some 
parts of

they will

Most of our meetings/forums consisted of

constituent 
except during our door to door camo ■ 1 constituency persons,
had a good easnettT Jr o Ie?s i o Compared to others, „o
rereivaH r, +- » pj-oi essional ly prepared,
too for a f 1 i°UI? Auto Rickshaw programme was 
too for a few days only.

outsiders that is

which was 
confined fa 2,

union

well 
that

--TH5 COMPOSITION OF OTHER PAT I ES/CANDI DATES
Mr.Michael Fernandes very much felt and

retUr" Chr-tian only
puh^tj pers°n had * chance,
able II vert MlX ^1.,“ “ candidate ho
service. this d dT? s‘ri^s; he can
support of some JD Corporators? CU * 9 1O9’ thoU£h he

argued 
done all

that 
along

the 
and

He later 
would be 
do better 
had the
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.^onfi^ss votes were divided amongst Congress, KCP and to 
considerable extent AIADNK, which was the formed ally in 
rebel ^e1^ ■ I BJP’S candidate was opposed

The non-DHK TamM T th' Vere than half *
sunoort a nJtb 1 V°tes.were swayed by AIADHK candidate for 
support a plithora of ministers, MLAs, District Secretaries 
lot of money and materials came from Tamil Nadu. The DHKs 
officially m support of JD though as a person the JD candidate 

favoured by hard core Tamils. We also wrote Jo
Karunanidhi and requested CPI Tamil Nadu 
up., But they failed.

by
the 

a
dozen. 
wh o s e
and a 
were

was not
President,
fol low it
Bangalore Corporation elect ion
understanding with JD and supported

wh er eas 
n mind, 
i t .

keeping
1ead ers 
the f u

DHK came to

DNK 
t o

an

the

*UORKING CLASS RESPONSE?

We very 
working

much relied on the working class conscious and 
support, as we had no other base, eithp^ 

ether party. But the working class 
communal, political and linguistic lines and not 

as we wanted it to be (The same fate was seen 
class leaders also, in the other constituencies, 

candidates were also belonged to 
thev^eirn’ Ironically while the NGEF workers 

n1 !d me unanimously as the President of
filed for the post TprLident ^he^AL^m nominati°ns

ab°Ut 400 retired employees’" of^HAL^ ab°Ut 1200 
a ilia^ed to AITUC sent letters to 800 BEL employees

N?y ^t- in maiL^ar
, constituency. There are HNT , ITI, NICO and above 

employees. Even if they and part h thhr fantuel have 
could have been a wonderful response th r^“ies have 

TMTiir +-h u -ponse. The joint appeal by AITUCdlfoc^??e created sensation in the National Level 
difficulties to Congress, it seems to have not had

Bharati Nagar Voters. had

corporators
divided 
c lass 
other 
except

lines, 
working 
where

predominant
not vot e,
NGEFEA on

CITU , 
caus ed 
impact on

thos e

BEL 
to

the
party, 

also
on 
by

some 
did 
the

union 
their

is in 
all ITC 
voted it

and 
the

1OUR LACK OF ADVANCE PREPARATIONS

wondering why in Karnataka the NF-LF combine could 
out while in the National ' couldbe worked

Andhra it could be achieved. Some 
efforts adequately in the right way 
negotiations in the last few days, 
and preparations many months befor 
focused them in the forefront, we 
in - •
and

level it
not

is proclaimed and i
feel that we did not put our 

This does not attribute to 
While JD did a lot of survey 
e and selected candidates,

then awaxtrng for seat adjustments etc. to flnallsZ our
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candidates as well as constituencies. If advance planning done towards many constituencies/districts as far as possible ^vpn" ^J^ves. the efforts f<=r adjustments would-7given much better result when we went for negotiations This apply to even CPM, though they seem to be bftter organised they also went on trying for adjustment of seats till the minutes of the withdrawal date and even after that is;support of JD where they or the allies

was ■ and havemay but laststatements/notices in not stand. didSome personspXMoTrn c° me the ITC W°rkers v^s, as he felt that P~. tion m Gandhinagar compared to ours in Bharatinagar at stage was not better-. How far this is true I do fact remain that the ITC workers did not vote to other workers. However, Com. Venkatesha Gowda, CPM Advocate from Ulsoor repeatedly told me (evenmy oandidature and approach and rime it was too late when he joined the committed to Gandhinagar in the future and not to

,, much later alleged that Com.Suri dideffort to get me the ITC not put the his thatnot know but theus, so alsoafter 1eader thecampaign and having work but he will certainly do much get demoralised etc.
theand poor this been mor e

*ELECTORAL MALPRACTICESDuring the campaign, in, . - th® slums (there are 1R of them inconstituency), many demanded money, assistance in kind etc ^2^ nS UP 1 categorically told1 shall not give money and I will not take money but service for the improvement of their area. But this have not satisfied them. Though some workers of Mandali headed by Assistant Secretary. CPI Tirupathi sang songs in the Andhra Colonies which was well responded enjoyed by them, that did not get us vot^ respondedto electoral -T & votes as they were committed4-/3 malpractices. In competition, the KCP , AIADMK to«o«extent JD, and the rebel BJP candidates spent’calendars rti"l bZ°mS’ ®aVe sarees and (nose^■t^'is^ca"^^”: liqrs- 1 d°Deccan Hera”, llh eh ' but theaG ’1®° Played their happening in

thamdo sins e ems
this for thattoPrajaNatyaand and

for
role.theseEnclosing this dated 02.12.94 gave a specBharati Nagar on the 01stvoters written (givingto CECSecretary of the

as well as the misuse of vehicles some specific number/of Autos (the copy of which was already CPI). y
1 report Dec ember

*THE RESULTS

Cong money ring , notabout 1994 .for bringing the& Cars)given t o I hadStat e
As *is the trend in the whole state, JD has come back anti congress wave in Bharati Nagar also. It is good^P did nn + f™8 tO P°“er?Ut they their number of ^i^atoistimes in th. Assembly. This will have a telline effect In thGy become the main opposition party and th card did work in their favour fee. Hubl 1) . ?D is not trtallv°fInSd °f Cdn£ress’ atleast in Karnataka they totally called secular or not corrupt. Havins come to power th

with the10 thee communal free from cannot be
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would not bother about the alliance with left (to some extent 
they only prefered CPM which is evident from their statements and 
offer made on the eve of Assembly elections). As in the -last 
assembly there is no TU representative this time also and we may 
have to conduct more and more struggles by the mass 
organisat ions.
In Bharati Nagar, except the winning candidate, every body else 
lost their deposits, including the ex-MLAs and those who spent 
huge amounts.
During the Thanks giving meeting held by me on the 6th December 
94 many have suggested to continue with the area work which are 
to be known to the constituency voters and think of putting some 
candidates for the Corporation elections. Whether this is 
immediately possible in the light of the miserable result or 
should we wait for some time and then start something is to be 
thought of.
*THE LESSONS

One thing is certain that we can not expect others to take note 
of us, unless we are ourselves strong atleast in limited areas. 
A systematic plan at the state and district level is required. 
It is not possible with the present level of demoralised and non- 
initiating persons at various levels. Either they must change 
their approach/attitude or the composition of our forums 
themselves to be altered drastically. While TU work may not be 
given up, political work at our own local initiative on local 
issues (not merely at the call of the National Council or State 
Committee on National issues) will^ have to be undertaken, though 
this is difficult in the face of^dequate cadres in places like 
Bangalore (In Centres like Davangare, Chickmagalore, this is 
already taking place, according to the reports given from time to 
time). We may have to give chances to the New Cadres including 
sympathisers and working class cadres who may not be party 
members now (as all party members are not that active or resource ful).

The image of the party will have to be built up in such a way 
that people take us seriously. When we stand for just 8 seats 
only, many ask ’’what are you going to do as any way your party 
will not come to power? Why don’t you have alliance with the 
patty coming up etc.” were the questions from common 
voters/people.

We may further discuss in an objective manner, without anybody 
getfing offended because certain facts are candidly narrated in 
some of the above paragraphs and take decisions accordingly.

11.12.94 H. MAHADEVAN
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Your letterdated 3.1.95,

You have raised a number of 
questions regarding class character of 
Government and our tactical aims (not 
to be confused with our strategic 
objectives). All these cannot be answered 
in a brief letter. But.since I will be in 
Patna in February middle„ I will have a lakh 
with you.

Article in ’Mukti! can wait,because 
such an article in the midst of Polls can 
only confuse instead of clarify,

I can only say that the J.D. IS 
among the centrist parties,, and decidedly 
not left. Its leadership is petty-Aew^^/v 
bourgeois and kulak. Its programme is an 
eclectic mixture of petty bourgeois recipes 
mixed with abstract (and sometimes mis­
leading) talk of social justice. But its 
attraction for a section of the people is 
precisely due to this mixture, and to their 
anti-congress sentiments.

Thes section refuses to go behdidd 
the BJP because of its communal rightist

contd.. .... 2



characterj and fg unable yet to rally 
behind the Left, because of tHe latter's 
weakness and division. The Left is unable 
to attract it yet.

To shun the J.D. would therefore 
means to confuse this vast centrist mass, 
and to scatter its forces. That cannot 
be to the Left advantage.

The tactical aims of the Left 
should be clear.

Greetings,

Yours comradely,y

Com. Khagendra Thakur, (A.B.BARDHAN)
17, Vidhayak Club, 
Patna - 800001.



December 31, 1994,

Dear Com, Ramarao,

I came to hear that you are 
not well, arid are bed—ridden. We are 
all anxious on hearing this.

I hope the New Year will 
find you in good health and cheer, and 
back at your post. You have many more 
years of fruitful life to live.

With greetings,

Com. I.Ramarao, 
V ice-pre sident, 
ai rue, 
BOMBAY.

Yours comradely,

(A. B. BARDI-IAN)
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19-12-1994

Dear Shri Raina,

Your letter and the 
cheque.

I have not myself seen 
the “Bharatiya Samaj ik Chirtan" issue 
containing my paper. Coulf I get a 
Xe rox copy?

I read the cutting that 
you sent on “unrest and Calm* with 
great interest. Of course, the tilt 
is clear. But nevertheless it is 
telling.

With Regards,

Yours

( A." B. Bardhan )
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1N DIAN
COUNCIL FOR

CULTURAL
RELATIONS

Vasant Sathe 
President New Delhi, 

February 2, 1995

Thank you for dated 
s tamp

your letter No.16-73/94-Phi1.
11, 19 95, regarding the issue of a commemorative 

in memory of Shri R.S. Ruikar, a famous and prominent leader of 
the working class. I am indeed thankful to you for agreeing to 
bring out the postage stamp during the centenary^ year of this 
great leader of the working class movement of India, 
this decision will be wholeheartedly welcomed

January

particularly by the working class who would remain 
this gesture on the part of the Government.

by
I am 
all

gra tef ul

sure 
and

. for

2. As regards the timing for the issue of the s tamp, in the
circumstances explained by you, it is felt that the most 
suitable alternative date for this purpose will be May 1, 1995, 
which is observed as May Day all over the country, in honour oj- 
the working class. I wou Id request you to instruct the 
Department of Posts to release the stamp on that day at a 
suitable function. The Ruikar Centenary Celebrations Committee 
will extend its wholehearted cooperation in organising this 
f un cti on.

3 .
Sh ri

I am enclosing herewith 3 copies of
R.S. Ruikar for the purpose of

photographs of la te 
production of the

commemorative stamp.

Thanking you once again and with warm regards,

Yours sincerely,
.i

(VASANT SATHE)

Pandit Sukh 
Minister of 
NEW DELHI.

En cl: photos

Ram, 
Communi ca ti ons

AZAD HUAVAN, INDRAPRASI 11A ESTATE. NEW DELI 11 110 002
H .I 3318471, 3318303 (SRAMS ('UI TU|<! I ! I LX 3 16 1860, 3166004 1 AX 3712639 

RES 2 KRISHNA MENON MARU. NEW DELHI 110 011 TEL 3016948



Sl'KH RAM

No.16-73/94-Phil.

minister of STA* 
COMMUNICATION 

INDIA

I 1 J^N1̂

Dear Shri Sathe,

dated 23.H. 1*994 Do le“er No.PRES/ICCR/ 1650/94
in ™»y of 5hrf “«• °f * commemorative postage stamp on 

the working class. auikw, a ramous ana prominent leader of

examined. You would be glad to know thlt h T “ the matter re"
out a commemorative postagl stamp on Shri R bas been decided to bring
However, since the issue program" nF *±^Ulkar in the year, 1995. 
^.mps is extremely heavy in January 199 5 commemorative postage

bring out this stamp by 8 1 "4 "5 th?. tlme available is too 
sui able date for issue of the stamp' ’ Keenan ™&y ^ike tO ProPose another 
technical processing of the stamo its • ?lng ln view the requirements of 
It would be possible to*
March, 1995 at ___+ -- 1 tlie stamp only toward +u« __jthe earliest. Please the^T1" towards the end of

e’ therefore, indicate a suitable date

While 
obtain suitable matXr^8 the’ d^? th° ad— «o
whatever material in the shane nF „X °f .the StamP we w°uld welcome 
couid Be arranged to Be Vn^T thl

With regards,

( SUKH RAM )
Shri Vasant Sathe, 
President, 
Indian Council for Cultural 
Azad Bhavan, Indraprastha 
New Delhi - 110 002.

Relations, 
Estate,

"-kc.-tv\A

p. D. PATHAK----- --   
Priwte Secretary ‘--- '

I f ' ' ffdr.)



March 1, 1995,
7 r -

Dear Bapu,

<7 J 77 7 7: ' ■ 7. * 7 , ■ ■ ' x ;7 £7 <'

, I am extremely happy to have received a 
Sattibai, that Mr. Sukh Ram\has agreed to 

bring out the luiker Maharaj. Yo&r persistent
effort has succeeded at long last!

I
/r

I agree with you that it should be released 
on May Day. I hope you will be able to pars
Ramji abour this. Otherwise, we will have to agree to 
any date suitable to him. Please keep me in touch. ■

A

Greetings,

yours sincerely.

Shr i V. P. Sa the,
2, Krishna Menon Marg, 
How Delhi pllOOll.
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President: M. S. KRISHNAN
Genera! Secretary : A. B. BARDHAN „ iooe
Dy. Genera! Secretary : b, D. JOSHI -•laiCn z : XJJo,

Dear Com,, K.A.Rajan,

Got your letter. I can 
well understand your anxiety. I am 
putting the matter up to Com.Indrajit 
Gupta or Geeta Mukherjee, so that they 
can use their good office with the 
Foreign Ministry.

I will inform you later 
as to the result.

Greetings,

Yours comradely,
Com.K.A. Rajan, Ex-MP, 
Karthika, 
Karakkamuri, 
Cochin-682011.
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: March 14, 1995,

1 Dear Com» Deshkar,

I am glad you are back, .from 
Vellore, and no operation was found 
necessary, Take proper medicures and 
regulate your work that will be 
sufficients ■ ,

I am not coming to Nagpur new. 
. Will, do so later„

Party work, ' TU and other work 
in Nagpur will have to be geared up. We 
cant go on like this,

Greetings, ’ ■
Yours comradely,

A.B„BARDEAN)
. GENERAL SECRETARY





Dear Shri Raina,

Thank you very much, for 
having taken the trouble to fish out 
Bipan Chandra’s article, and sending 
it to me. Your consents are correct. 
I agree with them,

I had occasion to see all 
this in action at the World summit and 
the NGO’s Forum in Copenhagen.

You will find some material 
on it in the TUR and New Age.

Greetings,
. Yours sincerely,

Shri N.N. Raina, (A. b2 BARDHAN)
128 D, pocket C, 
Siddhartha Extension
New Delhi -110014.



• < - April '4, If'?

bear Comrade, - - - - .
■ ' ■i p' ■ '■ .1:- '1'1 ' . \ ‘ : " ' '... ' pi , pvl. i'k' ' i’A ' < '■ i’-pfippp. .• P -p. ’ ■ 1

■ 'J ■ - . .. • ■ \ _• :

I have seen .your letter* I. 
have sent it to Com. Deshkar in Nagpur 
for necessary action.

I hope he Will look into the 
whole situation^ bo organise son^e 
union in some section of vzorkers •

.- y ■■ ; ■- , ' ' 1 , r

Greetings,

■ Yours' comradely,p

■ - (A-BiBAnmanj
Rabindranath, mandal, ■’
C/o Arvind Vasant Bokre/

- Gokul Ward? ''
Chandrapur -442402.

Copy: M.M. Deshker,
Nagpur.
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BY HIND MAZDOOR SABHA )

R^efN^o.

VERY URGENT

Dear Comrade,

—■—

9th January, 1995

.[®fers to ths earlier correspondence and the 
had with you on the writing or tape recording your 
your trade union life. ” ‘ ‘

discussion I

send the same to
„ ---- ’memoirsYou were kind enough to agree to do 

me, but it seems
preoccupations, it has not materialised. due to <• your

about 
so and 
o t he r

Now I 
ear 1 iest

am making you an urgent appeal 
pref erab1y to kindly do so at your 

+ Q i ’ W1thin a fortnight. The memoirs of othertrade union leaders numbering about 60 are edited and ready to go 
PreSS. * b°°k f°rm’ !t W°Uld be the history of

trade union movement if it misses mention of your valuable 
contribution to it. If you do not find time to write/record 
memoirs at full length, at least 
the purpose. a 5-10 page write up may

the 
serve

Please treat this as my personal 
utmost priority. appeal to you and give it the

For your ready reference, 
points among others you may 1 am enclosing herewith a list 

like to cover in the memoirs. of

Awaiting eagerly your early response, 
Year, and wishing you a Happy New

With regards.

Yours sincerely,

Vasant Gupte 
Directorfl



MANIBEN KARA INSTITUTE 
167, P. O’MELLO ROAD, NAGINDAS CHAMBERS, 

CARNAC BUNDER, BOMBAY-400 038.

Tel. : 26|21 85

...arcjiives^ project

Points to be covered in the recording of memoirs
—-_ __ .o.T Trade Uni on Leaders

1. Social and political situation in early days.

2. Family background.

3. Entry into soc ial/political field.

4. Motivation for trade union work.

5. Motivating leaders“individuals.

o. Major activities and events in labour field.

7• struggles participated and conducted.

8. Organisation floated and led.

9* fields!^0*1 Wlth °ther leaders in social, labour & political

10, Activities in other fields.

11. Analysis of the movement.

12. Comparision of the movement of the past and present.

13. Views on splits and unities in labour movement.

14. Guidance for future.

15. Any other information or observations.
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INDIAN
PEOPLE’S
THEATRE 

ASSOCIATION
RAJASTHAN TTSRF^FT

DUNDLOD HOUSE : HAWA SARAK : JAIPUR 
Fax-Tel. : 91-141-373318

20 April 1995

Dear Friends,

FOUNDA^o/foR^S^I^
and Documentation. 6 in Research

[akeni?’as * Sin?ere and devoted worker 
y solemn duty to inform vou

you that INDIA FOUNDATION FOR THE ARTS
’■ORD FOUNDATION, whose work and the

I would like to lnro™evouP?ha? tT aU theSe years’
is the same. The modus operand! U Jhe’wS ?L"°"ey

■Only the FORD FOUNDATION h purposefeathers. OUNDATION has conveniently

another n a rn e

of IPTA,I 
and warn 

is just
very intentions

the s a rn e
changed its

Plea se give 
a grant and It a second thought before yon end,, 

then you later find yourself trapped

BE AWARE.



Dear Com. Mahender Singh,

I am glad that you are holding your 
State Conference in September’96. Please let me know 
the exact date. I will surely attend your Conference 
Differences are always there in one form of the 
other in sti every organisation. But they have to 
be resolved by mutual discussion. In this case too 
we will try our best to resolve all differences. 
Therefore do not -worry.

With greetings.

YOURS FRATERNALLY,

C/.B.BARDmN)



Cable.: "AITUCONG- 
Tele Fax : 91-11-386427 Telephone : 3 8 7 3 2 0

srferr - itrHIt TfrTT «t»nr?r
ALL - INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

24, CANNING LANE, NEW DELHI-110001
President : M. S. KRISHNAN 
General Secretary : A. B. BARDHAN 
Dy. Genera!Secretary : B. D. JOSHI April 12, 1995,

Dear Shri K.R.Ganesh,

Thank you very much for your kind invitation 
to the Seminar - For the Renewal of India on 15th and 
16th April, 1995.

The papers that you have sent are very 
informative and useful.

I hope we will also have the benefit of 
presentations made at the Seminar, and the 
conclusions reached.

With regards.

Yours sincerely,

(A;B.BARDHAN)
Shri K.R. Ganesh,
B-7/4, Vasant Vihar, 
New Delhi - 110057.



We are meeting after October 31, 1994. These six 
months have been packed with events, in the political, 
economic and industrial spheres, both internationally and 
nationally. The AITUC has tried to be in tune with these 
events, and to interact with them whenever necessary.

Despite a,11 . claims^ and . forecasts by official 
spokesmen, the Indian economy has not looked up after 4 
years of the new economic policies. We can note the

i) Inflation is consistently double digit, and the claim 
that it will be brought down to between 6 and 7 per 
cent has not materialised. it cannot be attributed to 
over-investment, to a too rapidly growing economy-what 
is called 'over heated economy', as in China. The 
common man is suffering from price rise, especially in 
respect of essential commodities. During these 4 
years, the CPI has gone up by as much as 50 per cent.

The rate of growth has fluctuated between 2 and 3%
1 he expected 5.5 per cent growth this year,is on abase 
that had earlier declined or stagnated. The overall 
growrh rate is influenced by high rate in some sectors.

in) The budget deficit has not been brought down as was 
contemplated, mainly because Government profligacy & Plan 
expenditure remain unchecked. This year too, the 

deficit is well beyond the contemplated limit.
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iv) Trade deficit continues to grow every quarter with 
more and more import liberalisation, and a 
comparatively slower rise in exports. While part of 
the growth in imports can be attributed to imports of 
necessary machinery and better technology, there is a 
good deal due to imports of non essential consumer 
items. Pointing the finger at our large foreign 
exchange reserves is misleading since much of it is 
due to borrowings, and "footloose hot money", rather 
than export earnings and remittances.

v) While custom duties are being reduced to open our 
markets to foreign firms, excise and levies on 
products of local manufacture continue, making the 
ground more uneven for 'competition*.

vi) Public Sector investments are the lowest in all these 
which is putting the lid on the development of the 
public sector, and reduces employment prospects. This 
reduction in public sector investment is not 
counterbalanced by any substantial growth in 
investments from the private sector local or foreign. 
Regional disparities are growing as a result of 
market oriented policies and investment patterns. 
This is a dangerous strain on our national unity.

vii) The rate of domestic savings is low due to monetary 
factors and 'consumerism* preached by market 
philosophy. On the other hand there is a lot of 
money which flows into speculation on the stock 
exchange. '*■<

viii)Sickness in SSI or non-SSI sectors continues, 
leading to closures, retrenchments, and loss of employment 
in many cases under cover of V.R.S.

contd...... 3
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tO t" h A i toV -P • <the workforce is outstripping new 
employment and job placementj placement. Unemployment is thus 
rising alarmingly. .Jobless Growth- in a country with 
a huge unemployed workforce, aggravates our social

x) The so called NRF has been a non starter in the matter 
retraining and redeployment, despite its much 

vaunted aims and guidelines. As to helping in 
modernisation of units which can then become viable, 
this is not among its objectives.

Xi) The.drive Privatisation, despite disclaimers’ 
continues in several devious ways, through outright 
sale of public sector units (both central and state), 
allowing entry of private (including MNCs) into 
hitherto restricted sectors (like power, telecom, 
finance, electronic, and even defence production), 
denying budgetary support, denying orders to PSEs and 
diverting them to the private sector, forbidding 
PSEs to bid along with private parties, disinvestment, 
allowing MNCs and other private parties to move over 
into positions of control and management, farming out 
regular and departmental work to contractors, and so 
forth. There is a conspiracy afoot to hand over 
entire lucrative state sector units, or for instance 
mines, oil fields, etc. explored and developed by the 
public sector at great costs, to private parties for 
their profits, even if this means crippling the 
public sector undertakings.

xi) Huge funds acquired from * disinvestment• are being 
tunneled to meet budgetary deficits, and nothing is
set apart 
the very 
tremendous 
liquidated

for modernisation
same units. Public

and further development of
assets built through

national efforts and sacrifices, are being 
to meet current expenditrue. As.a part of 

the deceptive propaganda on this subject, employees 
enC°Ura9ed and into purchasing

shares of the disinvested units.
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vvzare e«in9 away . 

hovering perilously close Vo XbrVV of™6 7^ “ 

There is a net outfit f * f * debt traP-

— to the ~ including
doses of loan countries despite vast

Xiv) The CATT regime under the w.t.o.
consequences both foreseen can have many other

our patent laws
and unforeseen.

being raised 
putting a lid 
security etc.

are being amended and
about sky rocketing

on our R & d.

Already
questions are

prices of drugs.
jeopardising our food

The debate 

exercise of the 
dictates of the 

the fact that

whether the policies 

sovereign powers of
IMF and World Bank,

and decisions are in 

the State, or at the

all
diverts

these
Structural Adjustment Models

are integral
attention from 
parts of the

Woods institutions on most of
being imposed by the Bretton

the developing
The common people in our

countries.

all aspects of tl 

understand that it 
top layers of our 

resentment through

is

4
several protest demonstrations

country may not have grasped 
' but have not failed to

anti-.poor and oriented towards the 
society. They have expressed their 
industrial strikes within 4 years,

at local levels and so on.
and satyagrahas, resistance

veXXZ - give their

Govt. such 2 1^ T' V°n9 “lth failings of the 
as its ambivalenceence towards communal forces, 

corruption criminalisation of politics and t-n 
criminalisation. We„ Qr„a / J “ and the P°UticS of 

Parties like the B j p „ and a99resslve communal
tne B.j.p. and the Shiv -

exploit the popular discontent and resentment 

spectacular successes where the Left • ■ *
ne beft is secuJar
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forces are divided and unable to put together an united act.

Stung by the poll debacle, the ruling Congress is now 
talking about giving its policies a 'pro-poor' image and a 
human face . it has, as if, ' red-is-covered the poor'. 
CHb talk ab°ut the 'market' solving everything is now 
substituted by guarded talk of a "market plus".

The latest budget indulges in a lot of talk about the 
'poor', and even outlines several schemes for the poor, 
though without corresponding budgetary allocations. But the" 
basic policies continue unchanged. They are supposed to be ' 
"irreversible".

The crash in Mexico, which was held up as a model, a 
success story of structural adjustment carried through under 
IMI/W.B. direction has caused some uneasiness here too, 
though Government spokesmen are putting up a brave face and 
asserting that "India is not Mexico". Undoubtedly, XXXXX 
India is not Mexico but there is a lesson
to be learnt, and danger signals to be noted, which can be 
ignored only to our peril.

As a developing country we must certainly learn from 
the experience of many countries. But India is not 
Singapore, Taiwan or S.Korea. It is a big country, with a 
huge population, vast resources, its special social and 
economic problems, its legacy of poverty, illiteracy and 
disease waiting to be eradicated, its own political 
complexion, and so on. It can well advance along the path 
of self-reliance, while developing links and integrating 
with the global economy.

What is our Stand?
It is necessary to repeat here, that we stand for 

allround development of our country industrial, 
agricultural, social and cultural. For this, certain
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economic reforms are indeed necessary. The 'License permit 
raj' which after a certain point (of planning and 
allocation of resouces) has only shackled development, led 
to political discrimination, bureaucratic 
interference and domination and resulting corruption^ has to 
be dismantled. Bureaucratic controls have to be replaced 
by democratic initiative and decision making.

it For development, foreign investment and import and 
induction of technology is necessary in certain spheres. 
This is not the same thing as an 'open door' to MNCs, 
wooing them with all sorts of concessions, guarantees and 
counterguarantees, and allowing them a free run in all 
spheres. It does not mean indiscriminate induction of 
technology even where labourintensive methods can do, with 
no greater economic disadvantage, but rather the contrary.

Even MNCs have a role to play when they bring in 
resources and technology sorely lacked by us in certain 
spheres of basic industries ,^t&ich can serve as jumping of£ 
ground for further development. But this should not 
compromise our general approach of selfreliant growth, or 
allow MNCs to acquire control over vital sectors of the 
economy. We should in no case slacken our struggle for a 
code of conduct which should apply to the MNCs, and for 
applicability of our laws on their operations, on the plea 
of not 'scaring them off. in fact the present anomalous 
position is that we are prepared to subsidise the profits 
of the MNCs and big capital, while cutting subsidies for 
the poor.

We are for defending the public sector, which has 
served as the bedrock of our selfreliance, and plays a 
vital part in our economy. Even today, most of them are 
running well, making substantial contributions to our
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economy, to our budgetary revenues, and helping in the 
growth of the private sector. It is a slander to say they 
are a drain on our resources. Budgetary allocations for 
them flow from the fact that the state owns them, but much 
of their development is financed from their own internal 
resources. Anyway, the cure for many of the ills
from which they suffer, lies within the framework of the 
public sector itself, and not in privatisation. What they 
call for is debureaucratisation, autonomy in their 
functions, professionalism in management, and democratic 
participation of workers and officers in their management.

When we say defend the public sector, we do not 
necessarily mean that each and every unit, nonviable, 
nonessential, and without any possibility of new life being 
breathed into the chronically sick ones, should be 
defend. That would be vulgarising a correct slogan, and 
weakening our struggle in the case of the genuine ones. In 
the non—viable cases, we have to see that the worke 
interests are fully protected. A concrete example is 

the tripartite committee's recommendations on the NTC 
mills.

While defending the public sector, we are for 
development of the private sector, the joint sector, the 
cooperative sector, the self employed sector,the individual 
peasant farming sector and so on, each contributing 
towards the growth of productive forces in our country and 
taking it forward.

But we assert, that the State has to play a major 
role in investment for infrastructure development, both 
social (education, health,jobs) and physical. To abdicate 
this role, or to withdraw from it, as is being propagated, 
is to leave the common man to his fate, and to rely on the 
market, which is no respecter of human needs and rights. 
While it is true that without growth there is no
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development, yet growth bv itselfy y seit is not development unless

it has social dimension, which includes the right to 
education, right to work, right to housing, and so on.

Stress has therefore to be laid on extending the PDS, 
and ensuring all essential commodities for the poor. 
Subsidies to the poor, to agricultural production (mainly 
of the poor peasants, in the matter of power, fertiliser 
etc.) must not be cpt, when actually subsidies to the rich 
and the industrialists in the form of tax cuts are being 
given. Similarly, control on prices of drugs has to be 
enforced, so that they do not go outside the reach of the 
common people. Employment opportunities have to be
expanded actively. wages and Social Security for the 
unorganised mass of rural and urban workers have to be 
secured.

The AITOC has put forward the above views in the 
course of its written and oral presentations, in the 
Standing Labour Advisory Committee of the Planning 
commission, during the prebudgetary discussions between 
Central Trade Unions and the Finance Minister, before the 
Parliamentary Committee attached to the Industry Ministry
on two
Energy.

occasions, and the Parliamentary

discussions in 
Standing Labour

These views have guided Committee on

as well as
manifestations 
organisations.

We have 
position about

the Special 
Committee and

m various
organised by

us while participating in
Tripartite Committee, the 

the Indian Labour Conference,

at some length 
the Goverment's

light of latest developments,
these policies

Conventions Seminars and
trade unions and other

restated our analysis and 
new economic policy, in the 
and the ongoing debate on

' at the international and national level.



- 9 -

The realisation 
attempt by imperialism to 
the markets of developing

The West.Industrial Policy

IS dawning that neoliberalism' is an 
strengthen and extend its grip over 

countries.

In this context, question has 
about the West Bengal industrial policy, 
is a Left Front Govt, and not just any 

undeniably caused some confusion. 'has

naturally been raised 
~ precisely because it 
other Government. it

can we oppose the Centre's „ The 9Ue8tl°n 18 a3ked:
Left r Centre s new economrc policy, and supportcue t indUStrlal P°11Cy — breath^

identica o"r P“Ce£>ti°” the two are
' r at any rate, similar. But are they?

How 
the 
The

This gave

Initlally» th® policy was announced without any prior 
consultation with other L.F. parties and /and without discussion even within the major constituent party 
trade unions, they had not been consulted at all.
urther ground for many misunderstandings and misgivings' - 
-re so because, the initial announcement had a „X of 
loopholes and shortcomings. We took this position from the 
begmning that without such consultations neither can 
misgivings be removed, nor can the shortcomings be corrected

a thorough 
As to the
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Subsequently, we learn that sueh consultations 
have taken place. Of course acourse, a number of reservations remain even now Tt- nivations
........ -
or says in
national issues

West bengal should decide

should not 
positions.

be
' though it is natural to 

an outright conflict

exploit
Apart from anything else.

what the L.F. does 
our approach on 
expect that there 
between the two

such conflict and
political enemies can

disorient the ranks. contradiction, and further

that induStrial development is a
° °r the whole of india, and also for West Bengal, 

w.Bengal was among the few top industrial state3 
to several reasons, there has been 

'deindustrialisation' in the state over 
decades. This process has to be reversed.
is not merely smail industries and

a process of 
the last few 

The alternative

it has made some 
industries, for which

agro-industries, in which
progress, but also building large 
all the objective conditions exist.

Secondly, the economic policies, - which we have
noted before, are determined by the Centre, and not by the 

.neof West Bengal. It is within the
by the Centre, that the State has to 

industrial development,
technology etc.

and find the necessary
undertake its
resources and

The easing of 
equalisation have given
it by the Centre and

the licensing 
an opportunity

system and freight

obstructionist policy.
its
It

which was denied to

investment from the private

catxxejr aiscrimxnatory and 
is trying to attract some

. sector and foreign sources
which otherwise would go to the other states.
very small percentage comes to the eastern and
regions. it is opposing privatisation
striving for orders to the public 
budgetary support where necessary.

of

Even now, a 
north eastern 
basic PSEs,

sector units? -and for 
It is insisting that in
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the case of new investments, equipment be ordered from 
indigenous sources wherever available, and so on.

Traditional industries like jute, tea etc. have to be 
revived, - a thing which was missed in the earlier 
announcements.

Of course, in implementation' there are many wrong 
things. Besides, there are several errors in approach, 
which have to be combated. Therefore it is not a question 
of accepting or agreeing with everything. At all times, 
trade unions have to stand up for workers' interests, and 
integrate it with the interests of the country, the 
particular state, and the people in general. There should 
not be any economic or moral conflict among these interests.

THE AITUC-ILO WORKSHOP:

In view of the complexities of the problem and the 
new facts and moves that come up, it is always necessary to 
update our understanding and clarify our thinking on the 
economic policies and the situation arising therefrom. That 
is why we organised a three-day Workshop on• "Economic 
Policies, Development and Social Justice" (March 22 - 24, 
1995). This was also a directive of the last General 
Council Meeting. We sought the collaboration of the ILO in 
this effort. We were able to secure the presence of eminent 
people like Sarvashri Ramakrishna (Planning Commission 
Member), Hanumantha Rao(Former Member, Planning Commission), 
S.P.Shukla (Former Finance Secretary), Somnath Chatterjee, 
Prabhat Patnaik, Kamal Kabra, Ashok Rao and others. Among 
those who acted as moderators were Coms. Indrajit Gupta, 
Gurudas Das Gupta, Kamal Chinoy, Yellamanda Reddy, Parduman 
Singh, besides the secretaries of the AITUC. Leading 
industrialists and economic journalists were also invited to 
present their views. -

The Workshop has helped to enrich our understanding 
on certain aspects and fall-outs of the economic policies.
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Conclusions are to be drawn and to be presented after 
thorough discussion. We intend to publish the contributions 
made at the Workshop in the form of an AITUC publication, 

me bring to your notice that a few comrades who had been 
invited to attend, did not do so. Perhaps, they did not 
appreciate the importance of doing so.

STRUGGLE AGAINST PRIVATISATION

In this period, we have been engaged in the struggle 
jointly with other CTUOs to revive some of the sick PSUs, 
which were under threat of privatisation, and awaiting their 
fate in the BIFR. These included, the NTC and Jute Mills, 
the IISCO, the Scooter India, Braithwaite and other 
wagon-making units, etc. Apart from taking positions within 
the Tripartite and the BIFR, there were mass demonstrations 
such as of textile workers on December 15, 1994, and of jute 
workers on March 27, 1995.

We have to intensify our struggle against 
privatisation of cement units, - of the 11 CCI factories, 
the Dalia units (which had in an earlier fight against 
privatisation, sacrificed 9 workers' lives), the Tamilnadu 
units etc. A joint convention under the auspices of the 
AITUC, CITU and HMS was organised on March 21, 1995’ it has 
called for observing a week from May 15 to 20, 1995.
However, our effort to revive and reorganise our All India 
Cement Workers Federation has not succeeded. We have to 
make another effort sometime in July-August, 1995.

The struggle against privatisation in other vital 
sectors like power, financial, telecom, oil, transport 
(including ports) has to be intensified.

The banks and insurance unions are very active in the 
matter.

'Enron' has become a symbol of all non-transparent 
and questionable deals, which are harmful to the country's 
and consumers' interests, and associated with bringing in 
MNCs into vital sectors of the economy. It is today in the 
limelight. But this is not the only one. There are seven 
so-called similar fast-track projects, and several M.o.u s
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signed with private parties in the sphere of generation and 
distribution of power.

In Maharashtra the 'Enron Virodhi Sangharsh Samiti' 
is conducting a Satyagraha and campaign, for seeing that the 
new Government does not square up the deal with a few 
cosmetic changes, but actually revises it radically, and 
cancels if not the entire project at least the subsequent 
phases.

In Andhra, a huge joint demonstration took place 
against NTR1s policy of privatising power, under the banner 
of the "JAC against Privatisation".

In Tamilnadu, a big Convention took place on this 
issue. In Karnataka and Orissa however, where such MNC 
projects are coming up, no movement has yet been launched.

We must take up the struggle, both state-wise and 
sector-wise, so as to defeat the moves of Government.

For instance the move to privatise some ports or 
sections within the ports should be opposed by a joint move 
of the port and dock unions.

WAGE NEGOTIATIONS;

Wage negotiations have been on the agenda in most of 
the industries during these months.

Successful negotiations have led to good wage 
agreements in Port & Dock, H.A.L., B.E.L, BEML and Oil. In 
Coal and Steel and in the NTPC negotiations are in progress.

In banks, a good agreement has been signed. But this 
is being upset by a proposed agreement with the officers, 
which affects the existing parity and wage parameters.

Negotiations in Insurance are being delayed by 
Government, in their preoccupation with the move to 
privatise the industry. This has resulted in an all-India 
strike on March 31, 1995.
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Negotiations in electricity boards are going on.

Generally, the increases in emoluments range from as 
much as 10.5 percent to 19 percent.

Successful agreements have also been signed in Tomco, 
Maruti, Greaves & Cotton, Mahindra & Mahindra, and several 
other private sector units, which have substantially raised 
wages and allowances.

In Sugar industry, there have been state-level 
agreements in some states. But the effort is to have a 
national settlement. The National Coordination Committee 
which unites sugar workers' unions of the AITUC, INTUC, 
CITU, BMS, HMS, UTUC, HMKP and Independents, has been 
activated.

It has submitted a charter, and demanded the setting 
up of a Tripartite Committee on Sugar. The Labour Minister 
has accepted this demand.

We have launched a move to reorganise our State Sugar 
Workers' federations in U.P., Bihar and Tamilnadu, and to 
then hold an all India Sugar Workers' Conference sometime in 
September, 1995.

The issue of bonus and D.A., as also pension, are 
still hanging fire. The CPSTU is organising action on the 
first two issues, which has already become a sore point 
with all public sector employees, and caused great 
embarassment to the INTUC and the Labour Minister himself.

As to the pension issue, it is being discussed 
jointly with other Central trade unions so that a common 
move can emerge.

Our movement on economic policies of Government, 
brought us up against the pressures being exerci'sed against 
the developing countries by- the IMF/W.B., and now the W.T.O.



15

In brief, the developed capitalist countries preach 
the glories of the 'Open Market' so that they can find 
access to the vast markets of the developing countries. on 
the other hand, they do not wish to open their markets to 
our goods or their borders to our labour. Access to their 
markets is sought to be denied on the grounds of our low 
labour and environment standards. The issue of Child Labour 
has gained prominence in this context. This is what is 
known as the 'Social Clause'. This,is camouflaged by a show 
of humanitarian concern, which was not noticed so far.

All CTUOs have taken up the united position that 
while we are fighting and will intensify our fight, for the 
eradication of child and bonded labour, and for protection 
and upgradation of the environment, we oppose linking it 
with trade. This latter is a calculated move for 
’Protectionism', for raising non-tariff Barriers to 
It is aimed against all developing countries.

We took this stand at the Standing Labour committee 
(November, 1994), and the Indian Labour conference (Jan. 
3,4, 1995) where we gave a detailed note. A joint
Memorandum by all CTUOS setting forth this S.tand was 
presented at the Conference of labour ministers from the 
Non-aligned and Developing Countries (1923 January, 1995). 
The issue however, remains as a hanging sword. It is to be 
noted that while the WFTU has taken a clear stand on this 
issue, the ICFTU has only voiced the view of the Developed 
capitalist countries.

This situation underlines the urgency of AITUC’s 
work among women and child labour, unorganised and heavily 
exploited workers, as also on issues of environment, health 
and safety.

The AITUC has decided to step up our agitational and 
organisational work among women and child labour, which has 
been ignored so far. One Secretary has been assigned 
this task as her major responsibility.
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The AITUC Centre organised an exhibition on Child 
Labour m January'95. It now plans to put it up in regional 
languages for exhibiting in different states.

A project on child labour has been prepared and is 
being submitted to the ILO-IPEC for their sanction. We 
have identified a number of state TUCs for carrying out this 
project. we will welcome the help of youth and student 
comrades in implementing it.

INDUSTRIAL 'SICKNESS';

On the insistence of the CTUOs, the question of 
industrial sickness in general, and of sickness in private 
sector was put on the agenda of the Special Triparite 
convened on April 10, 1995.

The number of sick units and of the total bank credit 
locked up in them, is as follows:

No* of Units Outstanding Bank
Credit 

(Sept.1992) (Sept. 1992)(in Crores)

SSI Sick Units 233,441 3346Non SSI Sick Units 1599 6805Non SSI weak Units 828 2436Total - 235,868 12587

The banks' outstanding credit to the SSI Sick, non 
SSI Sick and weak units is 17.6% of the total bank advance 
to industry.

Industrial sickness is most widespread in the 
traditional sectors like textiles, jute and engineering.

The viability position is as follows:
Of the 233441 sick SSI units, 17450, i.e. 7.5% are viable; 
about Is (i.e.2383) is not yet decided, and 1314115.6%) are 
put under nursing programme.
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Labour, or strikes as reasons in industrial sickness 
is minimal (not more than 8% in all, of which strikes accounts 
for only 1.5%).

Cases referred to the BIFR under the 'Sick Industrial 
Companies Act' (SICA), are in all 2310 as on 31.1.95. Of 
these, public sector accounts for 164 (Central -67 and State 
-97 ) .

The number of workers who are affected, in respect of 
cases registered by BIFR, (excluding cases dismissed as 
non-maintable), are 989208(covering 1222 cases ) as on December, 
1994.

Industrial sickness is thus a major problem, affecting 
a million workers. Unions have to take up the problem, see how 
many can be revived, and how workers' interests can be 
protected. The Special Tripartite is to discuss the matter 
concretely and comprehensively, sometime in July'95.

The AITUC has submitted a critical note on the 
functioning of the BIFR. It has also demanded that joint 
revival schemes submitted by workers and officers or 
managements must be taken as basis and generally accepted. 
Government departments must not remain indifferent or 
ambivalent. Where financial support is called for and 
suggested in BIFR proceedings, Government should agree to it 
and guarantee bank advances, etc.

EMPLOYMENT:

This brings us to the question of employment, those 
who are in jobs, for retraining and redeployment of those 
who are likely to become redundant and struggling for the 
creation of new job opportunities.
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The magnitude of the problem can be seen 
following data compiled by a Working Group of the

from the
Planning

persons)

commission in May 1990.

Need
(In million

Backlog and the Employment

Beginning of 1990-91 1990-91
1990-91 to 

1994-95
to 

1999-2000
•

Estimated employment 300 - •

Growth in labour force 2.2(per cent per annum) z • z Z • Z

Backlog of unemployment 28 — —
Increase in labour force 7 37 78

Totoal number of persons 
Employment at the end 
of the period 35 65 106

Implied growth rate of 
employment if the goal of full 
employment is to be attained 
by 2000 AD 3.0 3.0

percent per cent

If the present employment 
growth rate of 1.55 percent 
continued, the 
of employment absorption

per annum per annum

4.7 23.5 47.0
during the period.

Estimated backlog of 
employment, if the 
present trend exists. 30.3 41.5 59.0

Thus, unless the growth rate of employment is 
substantially higher than the growth rate in labour force, 
the backlog of employment will continue to rise every year. 
As we see, the growth rate is only half of what it should be 
if the goal of full employment is to be reached.

We have proposed In the meeting of the Sponsoring 
Committee of Trade Unions held on April 14, that a Convention 
on the issue be held in which trade unions and Youth student 
organisations should work out a programme of employment backed
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for what trade and in what 
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using the fund for modernisation and 
units is not among the guidelines, 
keep as many workers as possible on 
redeploying them after making them

We have therefore demanded
of the NRF Scheme.

a complete restructuring

The_drive to organise the unorganised sections:

We have mentioned about the slow progress in this 
task. in our meetings at the state levels, we have identified 
some sections. But cadres and resources have to be deployed 
t requires an 'organising drive and will’. it is not a casual 

of getting a few thousand more workers. But one 
° organising and consolidating the workers as a class, - a 

duty. The T.U. clout in society cannot grow without it.

an all-india scale, we are proposing to target 
construction workers, rural workers and fishermen.

We plan to hold the Conference of the A.I.
construction Workers’ Federation at Palghat in 
revitalise it. All States have a role to play 
Central issue is the comprehensive legislation for 
employment, health, safety and

Building &
June, and to 
in this. The

regulating

crore of construction workers.
social security for nearly 1

Regarding rural workers, 
jointly with the fraternal BKMU. 
land struggle and land reform,

we propose to. discuss this 
Here again, in" addition to

wages, social security etc , regardingity etc. The struggle for this is actually
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a class struggle in the countryside, and not just any other 
movement.

We have contacted the National Fish Workers’ Forum, 
and propose trade union involvement in their struggle against 
the mechanised trawlers and MNCs prowling in our territorial 
waters & economic zone, and threatening the livelihood of 
lakhs of traditional fishermen. We have a few unions, which 
have to be activised and expanded. The states with a coastline 
have to pay attention to this task. A national Convention has 
been proposed at Cochin sometime in September.

We have already mentioned the need to take up the 
task of organising the Anganwadi employees. Attention be 
given to setting up Panchayat employees unions, and forest 
workers' unions also.

The AITUC Centre can act as a clearing house for 
information and guidance in the minimum wage sector.

Trade Union Unity;

The tasks in the trade union field are so vast today 
that no single centre in the present condition of division, 
can tackle them. In fact, it is this objective condition 
that is driving all towards more and more joint work. 
Traditional bitterness, occasional rivalry and one-upmanship 
should not deflect us from this path, unless one wishes to be 
content with running one’s own show whatever happens.

In fact, there are rumblings within the INTUC also 
due to Government's anti people policies, which is pushing 

the INTUC too towards joint work on issues.
This broadens the prospect for joint stand on policies. 

On some issues and in some places, even united actions 
depending on our relation with their union and the INTUC 
leadership, are possible. Already, there have been such joint 
actions on NTC, IISCO. We have to take a flexible stand, 
so as to be able to accommodate them whenever necessary.
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We are 
(which met on 
organisations

taking steps to revive the Sponsoring Committee 
Pri 14), and the National Platform of Mass

(scheduled on April 26).

The CPSTU has set up a skeleton 
proposing to bring out a regular bulletin 
representatives of different centres.

structure, and 
jointly edited

is 
by

The question is coming up of closer organisational 
C° SS1On °f th® Left-led CTUOs and industrial federations 
a ongsrde the development of broad-based joint actions and 
movements. The UTUC and TUCC have told us that they can 
loin ln any organisational framework, agreed upon by the 
AITUC and CITU. P Y .

To discuss this urgent but complicated problem further, 
there is to be a joint meeting of the AITUC + CITU + HMS.

The question of industrial federations will also be 
discussed there.

Next Six months of the Jubilee Year:

We are now in the middle of the Jubilee Year. Some 
tasks indicated at the Bombay G.C. meeting have been carried 
out, but many remain to be tackled. We are drawing your 
attention once again to the Programme of Action adopted 
there.

Some unions have popularised the Jubilee year in 
their functions, and also widely. Other unions should do so 
during the next 6 months.

Meeting of state councils and State Conferences have 
been held in Kerala, Tamilnadu, Karnataka, Andhra , Rajasthan, 
Gujarat and Punjab. Bihar, W.Bengal, Orissa, M.P. and Haryana 
are to have them in May. Other States must decide by June. 
These meetings have helped to infuse some vigour in the 
organisation. This is just a beginning. Regular functioning 
has to become the norm and practice.
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pending for 1993), must 
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affiliated unions 
be removed. Those 
We are indicating 
Fund that is due 
the month.

1994 (and that means also returns 
be submitted within a month, and 
right.

District Councils 
required.

have to be formed and fuctioned, as
Without all this, the aim of 

the AITUC membership and streamlining 
be achieved.

substantially adding to
its organisation cannot

We have to decide and plan 
Delhi on October 31, 1995.

Responsibilities for the 
Chandigarh, Calcutta (Durgapur), 
assigned.

the Jubilee Celebration in

4 Seminars in Madras, 
aud Lucknow have to be

The
August 15.

short History of the aithc u = 4.r rne AITUC has to be published by

31.
The short education course has to be ready by October

Finances:

Expenses of the 
This is inevitable if we 
of activities. But to

AITUC
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a)
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AH unions have to
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practice.
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b)
must be

Special Fund call 
carried out.

and then the Jubilee Fund call

c) Following agreements 
contribution is launched by

on
a

wages 
union,

when a drive for
share. AITUC

We have the inspring example of com Rama
should get a 
Rao's union.

ft
<

The Treasurer will submit 
budget for 1995-96, and statement 
1994-95 .

a
of

Note on the AITUC's
accounts for the year

TUR

we have tried to improve the TUR, and as promised we 
have started publishing the Hindi TUR. But the number of 
subscribers is too little. We have to target for 2500

(E), and 1500 subscribers (H), by October 31,

For this, we must aim (i) to enrol each union with a 
membership of more than 100; (ii) enrol each branch in the ease 
of state-wise unions; (iii) enrol all state Committee members 
in addition to G.C. members; (iv) and enrol leading cadres of 
ours and friendly non-affiliated unions, etc. Let a 
subscription drive be launched in right earnest.

A separate report on TUR will be presented in this 
meeting.

international tasks.

During the last 6 months, we undertook several 
international tasks;

The General Secretary attended the "World solidarity 
Conference With Cuba", at Havana from November 21st. The 
campaign for solidarity with Cuba's struggle against the 
U.S.-imposed blockade, has to be carried on.

i
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A delegation of 15, along with 5 observers attended the 
WFTU Congress in Damascus from 22 to 26. The attempts to 
weaken the WFTu were rebuffed, and the need to strengthen 
it as a militant organisation of the international working 
class, was reiterated. (You will hear a brief report on 
this)

The AITUC played an important role in the effort to keep the 
WFTU going. We shall continue to stand with the WFTU. our 
affiliates and associates have also shown willingness to 
locate and manage the Public Services and Teachers' TUI froln 
India.
We attended an international T.U. Seminar at Kathmandu 
in December'94. Its importance lies in developing our 
relations with the emerging trade union centre in Nepal - 
the GEFONT.
A SAARC Transport Seminar was held in Delhi, which was 
jointly organised by the CITU and AITUC. INTUC also 
collaborated. Its declaration that the existing public 
sector transport should not be undermined, and an integrated 
transport policy for the region should be worked out, is 
important. The follow-up Committee has to be functioned. 
Though the Government churlishly refused to include T.U. 
leaders in the Indian Delegation to the World Summit at 
Copenhagen (March 6 to 12, 1995), the General secretaries 
of the AITUC AND CITU attended the NGO summit and the 
World Summit as observers. The gist of this important 
Summit has been brought out as an AITUC publication. The 
movement has to be carried forward.
A 2 member AITUC delegation visited Tashkent, and attended 
the Uzbekistan T.U. Conference.
A one-member delegation is in China to participate in the 
Jubilee Celebration of the All China Federation of Trade 
Unions.
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We are pursuing the aim of strengthening our fraternal 
links with the trade unions of other countries, and 
concentrating on S.Asia, and on the Asia-Pacific Region. 
Contacts and exchange of correspondence with them are 
growing.

We are participating actively in the Indo-Pak People to 
People Dialogue.

We have to remember that this year is the 50th 
Anniversary of the victory over Fascism, and dropping of the 
Atom Bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The AITUC (also CITU) 
have undertaken collection of mass signatures on the Hiroshima 
Appeal.

From this Working Committee we should go back with a 
concrete programme of action for the next 6 months, till our 
Jubilee Celebration.
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ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
24, CANNING LANE, NEW DELHI-110001

T , u 386427Telephone -3 8 7 3 2 0

President : M. S. KRISHNAN
General Secretary : HOMI DAJI May 9/ 1995,

Dear Sir,

This is to acknowledge 

receipt of the Bank Draft No.047964 

for Rs. 188/-.

Thank you for the same.

Yours faithfully,

(A.B.BARDHAN) 
Shri H.K.Mathur, 
Section Officer, 
Ministry of Labour, 
Govt, of India, 
New Delhi.



KANTI MEHTA
President ( Emeritus) : INDIAN NATIONAL MINEWORKERS'

FEDERATION
VicB-sd^nt : MINERS' INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION

President: INSTITUTE FOR MINERS' AND
METALWORKERS' EDUCATION

Chairman : RURAL WORKERS' TRUST

IMME-NATIONAL EDUCATION CENTRE
BALIAPANDA,
PURI-752001
Phone : (06752) 3564 (0)

2548 (R)

24, 1995

! r u, c.
Shri ^Sahara# Lane, N.Delhi | 

' — --- - -~r— ——J
Your letter dated May 4, 1995 was

received here on May 16, 1995. I was 
unfortunately at that time in Bombay where 
I had to go to see my younger brother who 
was critically ill.

It is unfortunate that you will not 
be able to be with us on 31st May. If you 
cannot attend, will it be possible for you to 
send someone like Shri Chaturanan Mishra to 
attend this meeting on your behalf.

With regards.

Yours sincerely.

( Kanti Mehta )

CA-CC(/t5t

For speedy disposal a copy of the letters may be addressed to:
13, GANESH CHANDRA AVENUE, 25, IMPERIAL HOUSE ( 5TH FLOOR) CALCUTTA-700 013 

Phone : (033) 260987, Gram : MINEWORKER
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Prof. P. A. VASuDEVAN
Secretary, C. Achutha Menon Foundation
Palghat (dt)

24, Canning Lane, N. Delhi

MAY 1995
* AKSHARAM’ V1DYUT NAGAR 
PALGHAT -1 KERALA - Tel.26615

My dear BardhanJi,

Many thanks to you for your kind letter or 30 April.
Thank you for Corseting to speak at tne seminar organised by us.
In the meanwhile Mr.C.Divakaran (Sec, AlTUC) Mr. K.E. Ismail
M.L.A, & Radhakrishnan (secC.P.I) and a myself sat together to think 
about it. According to our plan the Seminar is to be conducted on 
28thJune at 3 p.m.

The reason is that you will be available here on 28 
you can spare 1 or li hrs. with us around 3 p.m.

The same day morning Justive V.R.Krishna Iyer also e will 
be here to attend the AITUC meeting. Mr. Iyer has agreed to 
speak at the seminar on 28 •

So kindly be with us on 28v and it may not cause you 
extra journey or other inconvenience So On 28^we can
ensure the -prepuce of both of youl Mr. Divakaran will speak to 
you soon about this. The other speaker are Mr.M.P.Veerendra 
Kumar (president) J Dal, Kerala & Managing Director Mathrubhumi 
National Daily) Who is an outstanding scholar and speaker and 
Mr. P.Govinda Pillai, another refkpwe< theoretician.

The topic is "The New World order & India" Each speaker will give 
accent to a partialar aspect of the subject. Kindly let me 
know the aspect of your choice. Mr. Veerendra kumar x will speak 
on the present aggressive information.Mr. Pillai will conecntrate 
on the culturel invation into LDCs . We will speak to the Justice 
about his choice.

This we will make a really rewarding seminar for these who want 
to know more about the topic.

Kfndly write back to me. Our people will contact m you soon. 
Expacting your consent

With love and regards.



The party circulars dated 24.9.94 and 17.4.95 on the proceedings 

and decisions of the Central Telecom Fraction Meetings held on 17.10.94 
and 14.4.95 were read .translated and explained in the District council 
of special DC II of Tamilnadu held on 7.5.95. About 50 clades attended. 

The D.C. consists of all unit secretaries and D.E.C. members. A lively 
discussion took place on privatisation of Telecom and party building in 

Telecom. About 12 comrades,most of them from units, spoke. Since 
the issues raised required more detailed discussion to bring about a unified 
understanding it was decided to consider them first in the D.E.C. and 
then if found necessary to convene the DC again.

The DEC met on 18.5.95. 14 out of 17 members attended. Two absentees 
belonged to the postal wing and one to line-staff. In both the meetings 
comrades SS. Thy agarajan,State Secretary.AITUC,Tamilnadu and a member of 
SEC and NC was present and helped to clarify certain issues.

There were detailed and frank dicussions. All the 14 comrades 
spoke.

Regarding the circulars themselvesone view was that it was a 
departure from past practices in that the personal views of some 
leading comrades were spelt out in the circulars which is not desirable. 
On the other hand some comrades .expressed the view that such 
spelling out is welcome and it has helped our comrades to officially 
come to know the personal views of leading comrades on political 
and other issues of importance and to have a healthy debate at 
lower levels and this may also serve as a corrective to wrongtrends.

The participatiion of three members,of the NEC including our party's 

General Secretary and G.S. AITUC in the C.F. is a very welcome feature 
and it shows the importance attached to a strategic and sensitive sector 
as the Telecom by the party. Such attention by the party should continue.

One C.F. member pointed out that an important decision regarding concrete 
steps to be taken to revitalise the party in Delhi has been omitted in the 
circular although many other details have been mentioned. This should be 

looked into and records set right.

A complaint was made that O.P.Gupta was not given the same 
treatment as was. given to the General Secretary of AIBEA in the platinum 
Jubilee session of AITUC held in Bombay last ysair. Such discrimination 
gives room to unnecessary misunderstanding among our comrades and 
leaders of AITUC could h.'ve been careful to avoid such things.

A view was expressed that there is some prejudis^ amongst some 

party leaders against O.P. Gupta. It ws explained that for a number



of years the political opinions exressed by O.P.Gupta in his writings 
etc. have been a constant matter of concern to all our party leade^ since 
1980 from Rajeshwara Rao to I" drajit Gupta and there is no reason at 

all for any personal animosity.

After a threadbare discussion the following conclusions were 
made unanimously in the D.E.C. These conclusions will be conveyed 
to the next meeting of the District council.

1. The writings in our union journals should take care to ensure 
that they do not contradict with our party's policies and positions

2. The T.U.leaders are called upon to help the building o: the 

party and encourage and enthuse our comrade^in this work.
3. The consensus note that has emerged as a result of discussions 

during the last fraction held at Delhi on 14.4.95. and the following 
line of policy and action indicated there in be popularised and taken 

as the basis for implimentation by our unions.

"The policy of privatisation of Govt is sought to be implemented 
in various forms and shapes viz, deregulation, disinvestment, off-loading 
etc. In the Telecom it has taken the form of private entry in basic 

services also". ■ ■ ■ -

D.GNANA1AH
Secretary
Special D.C.II
Tamilnadu



Cable : "AITUCONG- 
Tele Fax : 91-11-386427

ALL - INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS 
24, CANNING LANE, NEW DELHI-110001

Telephone : 3 8 7 3 2 0

President : M. S. KRISHNAN 
General Secretary : A. B. BARDHAN 
Dy. Genera/ Secretary : B. D. JOSHI □Une 2, 1995,

Dear Comrade M

I find that you have addressed 
a letter to me from no. 72 Paying Ward, 
O.G. Hospital. What has happened? Why 
are you in hospital? Is anything wrong 
with you? Kindly let us know.

With regards.

Yours comradely,

( A. B. BARDHAN)



May 29, 1995,

Thank you for your letters dated 17th and 18th May 
along with a copy of your first Newsletter.

I am really sorry that we have not met for a 
long time. I think the "Secular Initiative" which some of 
you friends have launched is very important and timely. 
The view point expressed in the Newsletter are correct. I 
have to be out from 24th and 28th May and therefore could 
not attend the discussion on the Unif&srm Civil.
Code. Therefore I could have attend it and listen to all 

the views and also expresse my own views. I have also 
missed the "Working lunch".

I do not know how much has to be sent for the ' 
Newsletter. Therefore right novi' I am enclosing a check 
for Bs.lOO/- only. I am usually be contacted at the AITUC 
office which is at 24-Canning Lane, N. Delhi-1.

With regards.

Yours sincerely,

(A. B. BARDHAN) 
Ms. Seema Mustafa,
201 Madan Bhikaji Cama Bhavan,
Bhikaji Cama Place,
New Delhi - 110066.



201, Madam Bhikaji Cama Bhawan 
Bhikaji Cama Place, Ring Road 
New Delhi - 110 066, India 
Tel. (O) : 606202, (R) : 6863760

1 Sth May, 1 995

Dear Friend,

We are sending you a copy of our First 
Newsletter in the hope that you will give us 
your ideas, suggestions and comments. As we 
are a voluntary group, we would be grateful 
if you also send us your contributions* to enable us 
to sustain this effort. In case you would like 
more copies, please let us know.

Y our s sine ex1 e 1 y,

*Cheques may be drawn in favour of either Seema 
Mustafa or Seema Alavi and posted at the above
3 Ci. CuP C S S o
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AN EDUCATED WOMAN MEANS AN 
EDUCATED FAMILY
As a nation we have made dramatic 
strides in some spheres but have lagged 
behind in other crucial areas, such as 
education. As far as our dream of 
compulsory education for all is concerned 
the progress has been dismal. In fact, 
studies conducted in the last years in 
different states show that the standard of 
primary school level education is 
extremely poor.

Educationists have argued that 
heavy syllabi, 
difficult text books 
and outdated 
learning devices had 
reduced primary 
education to a farce. 
The number of drop 
outs at this basic 
level is extremely 
high, and those 
who do manage to 
complete 
schooling do 
not meet the 
desired level of 
competence.

The worst 
casualty of this 
lackadaisical 
approach towards 
education are 
women. Confined to 
the house for 
reasons of male defined social custom and 
convention, women find it difficult to 
build a case for their education, more so in 
situations where there are no 
neighborhood schools for girls. Co­
educational schools controlled by a male 
dominated faculty is a deterrent for 
conservative households who refuse then 
to send their daughters to school. It is 
important to stress here that governmental 
and public apathy towards towards 
education affects all women irrespective 
of their community identity.

The approach has to be two pronged 
- all efforts to create a social awareness 
conducive to educating the female child 
should be made; alongside an infra­

Shakila, is a young Muslim girl living in a 
mohalla of old Lucknow. Most of the 
people she knows are of her community. 
She has six brothers and four sisters. Her 
father runs a small dhaba, her mother 
looks after the small two room tenements 
and the children. Still life is fun. She does 
not have any cares and since her father 
earns a little more than others of the 
locality she and her brothers and sisters 
go to school. Three elder brothers drop 
out. Two elder sisters are married, even 
before they reach their teens. Shakeela is 
the only one in the family who likes to 
study. She dreams of joining the police 
force, as she is very impressed by the 
lathi wielding constables who seem to 
enjoy so much authority in the locality.

The younger boys are not sent to

structure which can accommodate the 
implementation of this awareness should 
be created in the way of schools 
exclusively for girls. For the Muslim girl 
child the problem is a little more 
compounded by the conservative nature of 
her society and the purdah system which 
seems to have come in the way of higher 
education. In villages it is seen that the 
young, below puberty age group frequent 
the madarsas but as the girls grow older

SHAKILA’S STORY
school, but put to work in the ‘zardoshi 
karkhanas’ which embroider the most 
beautiful motifs and designs. The earlier 
they start, say Shakila’s parents, the more 
they will be able to earn. Business is good 
as a lot of orders come from the Gulf. The 
young boys are apprentices but after six 
months they start bringing home Rs 10 a 
week. The day the boys jo in the small 
embroidery workshops, Shakila is told by 
her mother that there is no need for her to 
go to school “Zaida par likh kar kiya 
karogi, koi shaadi bhi nahi karega ", her 
mother declares.

Shakila cries, screams and then a 
sound thrashing form her mother sends 
her into a corner to vent her rage on the 
empty wall. The decision has been taken.

Continued...

they are kept at home. In the rare instances 
the girls who do manage to complete their 
schooling because of exclusive schools in 
the vicinity, are rarely sent to College. The 
madarsa system, since it flourishes in 
most districts of Uttar Pradesh and other 
states of North India can be used for 
imparting modem primary education to 
the children.

Despite their outdated teaching 
devices, madarsas have been a major 
forum for imparting primary education to 
Muslim children and hence cannot be 
ignored until an alternative system has 
been established by the State.

The Government, however, should 
not be allowed to absolve its 

responsibility towards providing basic 
education. The statistics for Government 
run schools and colleges for women is 
pathetic. There is an urgent need to correct 
this imbalance. Easily accessible 
neighbourhood schools, exclusively for 
women, are the only means through 
which women can free themselves from 
the patriarchal family hold which resists 
their going to co-educational schools on 
grounds of moral propriety.

It is 
important to point 
out here that 
wherever the 
experimentation 
with “only women” 
schools and 
colleges has been 
made it has been a 
success story, and 
the relative 
percentage of 
educated women in 
the area has shown 
substantial 
increase.

SECULAR 
INITIATIVE is of 
the opinion that 
women’s education 
may well turn out 
to be a major step 
towards solving the 

problems of social and economic 
backwardness of families where the 
mother herself has been educated till the 
secondary level, the children receive 
higher education than in families where 
the mother is illiterate or has studied only 
till the primary level. An educated Muslim 
family, needless to say, means a family 
with positive attitudes towards the 
important sectors of: nutrition, health 
hygiene, higher education. This in tum 
will build welcome resistance to, or at 
least a questioning of, discriminatory 
social practices and unequal family laws - 
areas in which an educated family’s 
intervention can make all the difference to 
progress and development.



Continue...
School was tolerated but now Shakila is 
getting to be a "big girl, you are all of ten 
years old and you must stay at home.”

The fun is over. Perhaps, as time will 
show life too is over. Shakila has to sit in 
the house, help her mother, look after the 
children and wail for ‘rishtas’ 
(proposals). Finally an understanding is 
reached with the family of a 21 year old 
boy who has his own ‘kabadi’ (rag) 
business in the slums of Bombay. The 
family is of the same ‘caste'. The boy is 
doing well and a date for the marriage is 
fixed.

Shakila is 12 years old. She is 
excited as she is going to be married the 
next day. Preparations are afoot. She has 
some jewellery and new clothes of the 
kind she has never seen. She is the focus 
of attention. She knows she is to be 
married but has no idea what it means. 
The baraat comes. The ‘mehr’ is fixed for 
Rs 101. The boys parents start the 
negotiations for the 'mehr' with Rs 50 
and then as a grand gesture increase it to 
Rs 101. After all the boy cannot be 
expected to pay more.

Two months later Shakila is Bombay. 
For sometime it is Jun. There are only the 
two of them and her husband, Javed, is 
attentive and caring. He takes her to see 
the sights. Four months later the child is 
pregnant with her first child. The 
neighbours are concerned. Soon after she 
comes back to Lucknow to have her first 
baby It is a traumatic experience but one 
that she cannot share with anyone. She is 
scared of what happened but cannot 
admit her fears even to herself The baby 
is a girl - thin and not very healthy. Bouts 
of illness follow and she cannot go back 
to Bombay. Javed does not come. His 
business is in a little tmuble, he writes. 
She is with her parents-in-law and often 
hears taunts about having produced a girl 
child. Finally when the child is seven 
months old, Shakila returns to Bombay. 
She is excited and happy. Life seems Jine. 
Except that Javed has to sell her three 
pieces of jewellery to keep the business 
going.

Four months later Shakila is 
pregnant again she wants to cry But 
Javed wants a son. So she goes back to 
Lucknow to have the baby. Again the 

I same story, except that this time she feels 
very tired and giddy. The child is bom. 
Another girl. Her mother-in-law is visibly 
upset and expresses her disapproval to 
Shakila's parents. Hot words are 
exchanged while Shakila sheds silent 
tears. She is 14 years old with two 
children. Her recovery is slow. The 
doctor says she must, on no account, 
have another childfor at least five years. 
The family laughs ridiculing this ‘modem 
science’. Shakila laughs along with them. 
As if having or not having a child is in 

ones control. It is after all the will of God.
Finally she returns to Bombay with 

her two children. Life has changed. 
Javeds rag business is floundering. He is 
no longer the caring, attentive husband 
she had known for a few weeks. He is 
sullen, angry and flies into a rage every 
time a child cries. He thrashes her if she 
so much as defies his command.

Finally she is so ill that the fact 
cannot be kept secret any longer. And 
Shakila is again despatched to Lucknow 
with her tow children. The same story 
again. But this child is still bom. She 
remains ill for two months, and then is 
sent back to Bombay.

Five months later she is pregnant 
again. The child, another girl, is bom. 
She goes back to Bombay. Javed has no 
time for her. He stops giving her money. 
Often there is no food in the house. She 
stays on, suffering the humiliation as she 
does not know what to do, how to cope. 
An older neighbour speaks to her about 
family planning. But as soon as Shakila 
broaches the subject to Javed’s aunts who 
live in Bombay there is violent protest. 
"Are you mad, do you want to tamper 
with Gods will ? Arre this girl has gone 
crazy. Do you know that maulvi sahab 
has issued a fatwa that he will not read 
your jannaze ki namaaz (funeral prayers) 
if you indulge in birth control. Can there 
be a worse fate than that?”, they cry. 
Shakila hits herself on the cheeks, 'toba 
toba I never knew this, I will never speak 
of it again.”

Shakila is pregnant again. She 
leaves for Lucknow. Her child has yet to 
be bom and she receives a ‘talaqnama ’ 
through the post, duly signed by the 
‘mautvisahab ’ of her locality in Bombay. 
Javed has divorced her. He pronounced 
‘talaq, talaq, talaq’ in the courtyard of 
their building in the presence of two 
witnesses. And his relationship with her is 
over. Shakila is distraught. What will she 
do, where will she live? Her parents-in- 
law turn her out. She goes to her mother 
but is made aware of the fact that this is 
only a temporary abode. There is no 
place. The bmthers have got married and 
their wives, children are spilling out of the 
tenement. Besides two unmarried sisters 
remain to add to the mothers woes.

Shakila does not know where to turn. 
There is nothing she can do for relief, she 
is told. As for the mehr: “he should have 
given it but there is nothing you can do if 
he has not” is the unanimous opinion of 
the learned persons of the mohalla. 
Besides, the 'mehr' is only Rs 101. Her 
jewellery is gone and she has not a penny 
that she can call her own. She has three 
small children and a fourth on the way.

The child is bom. He is a boy 
Shakila is ecstatic. Perhaps now Javed 
will come back She does not know the 
meaning of irrevocable divorce. But Javed 

is not interested because he has married 
again. It is as if Shakila and his children 
have ceased to exist. But life has to go on.

Shakila gets a job, cleaning dishes 
and sweeping houses. She puts up a small 
jhuggi along with other slum dwellers on 
land that is not their own. In the day she 
leaves her job has its own tensions. The 
community starts talking about her. A 
Pat han girl and working in houses! The 
tongues begin wagging. Women taunt her, 
men proposition her. But wearing a 
burkha Shakila sets out determinedly each 
day

She then gets a job as an ayah with a 
family The salary is better They give her 
food and old clothes which come in useful 
for her children. She is able to take a 
small room on rent in her old mohalla, 
which is safer and cleaner. There are 
days, particularly when a child is ill, 
when depression seems to get the better of 
Shakila. Days when she can barely drag 
herself to work Nights when she cries 
herself to sleep. But she struggles on.

The children become older. Shakila 
has learnt life’s lesson and is determined 
to turn it around for her children. She 
puts them all in school. In the evening 
they make kites and sell them to the local 
shops. This brings in some extra money 
which buys them clothes. The little boy 
goes to school in the day and learns 
zardoshi work in the evenings. He soon 
starts bringing home Rs 25/a week

Life is improving. So isShakilas 
attitude to life. She realises that she has 
been a victim of a process given sanctity 
by man, and the fact that she was thrown 
out on the street had little to do with God 
and more to do with mans control over 
woman. Her daughter is 13 years. She 
wants to study further but there is 
pressure on Shakila to marry her off. She 
is torn between her own experience and 
social pressures and eventually succumbs 
to the latter. She tries to negotiate with the 
boys family for a substantial amount of 
‘mehr’but so many years later, she 
cannot get them to agree to more than 
Rs 301. But Shakila is able to include the 
clause of ‘pandaan money' in the 
nikahnama, which in essence means 
monthly pocket money for the bride to 
spend as she so wishes. It is a paltry 
amount of Rs 20. But it is there.

But there are is one essential 
difference. Shakila explains the concept of 
birth control to her daughter. She takes 
her, quietly, to a family planning clinic 
and acquaints her with the process.

There is one other difference. But 
this Shakila has not voiced to any one 
except herself: "If my daughter is 
divorced in the same way I will not let her 
accept the divorce. I will fight it out.” She 
does not know how, as yet, but she is 
determined to find out.



DO MUSLIMS NEED RESERVATION?
We demand for Muslims as a religious 

community has generated a major debate 
with all the ingredients of a major conflict 
between the liberal, educated sections of 
Muslim society versus the clergy and the 
political representatives. Unfortunately, 
political parties, including those espousing 
secularism, have jumped on to the 
fundamentalists bandwagon and approved 
the demand for reservation for Muslims 
without even bothering to analyse the pros 
and cons of the move. There has been no 
effort to understand the implications of 
this reservation, and the demand has been 
accepted to appease the clergy and the 
Muslim members, most of whom are in 
search for symbols to gamer votes. 
SECULAR INITIATIVE was amongst 
the groups to organise a day long Seminar 
on the subject in an effort to generate 
opinion against the demand for 
reservation for Muslims as a religious 
group as this will have extremely 
damaging repercussions.

This group is completely supportive 
of the Social Justice programme being of 
the view that Reservations in India of the 
kind outlined by the Mandal Commission 
Report is necessary as a policy of positive 
discrimination for the upliftment of 
socially and economically backward 
classes. Reservation for Muslims must 
not be confused with the latter, and it 
should not be taken as a basis or rationale 
for implementing the demand for religion 
based reservation. The proposal to 
provide reservations on the basis of 
religion rather than social and economic 
backwardness will not be in the larger 
interests of the community and society as 
a whole:
* Providing reservation on the basis of 

religion goes against the basic tenets 
of the Constitution of secular India. 
But more important it will generate 
deep hostility against the Muslims 
from all sections of society; it will 
legitimise communal electorates 
which will have far reaching 
reprecussions on the body politics of 
the nation; it will weaken the process 
of social justice by isolating the 
Muslims as a religious group.

* Educationally, economically and 
socially, better off section of Muslim 
society will comer the benefits of 
reservations. The benefits will by 
pass the really disadvantaged 
sections of the community.

* Such a policy may give rise to 
disruptive and separatist elements in 
society creating more fissures in 
social life.

* Reservations provided through 
Mandal Commission 
recommendations have already 

included the backward groups from 
among Muslims. Efforts should be 
made to identify all the groups and if 
any have been left out these should 
be included in the lists provided by 
the Mandal Commission.
We feel that Muslims should be

THE NEW SLOGAN
‘Reservation for Muslims’ is the new 
slogan, behind the introduction of which 
are a variety of reasons that must be 
gone into before the merits or the de­
merits of the demand itself can be 
discussed. The slogan is not a natural 
corollary of the ‘reservation’ issue as the 
proponents are trying to make out, but 
the result of a well thought out plan 
which has more than one dimension.

The demolition of the Babri Masjid 
by Hindutva fanatics weakened, perhaps 
irretrievably, the secular fabric of the 
Indian nation, but it also put Muslims 
fundamentalists, who had been using the 
Ayodhya issue to keep themselves 
afloat, out of business. The Babri Masjid 
Action Committee and other such 
organisations completely lost their 
legitimacy and in fact, came in for 
serious attack at all quarters, including 
the villages of poor India. The Muslim 
community as such began to question 
the legitimacy of conservative leaders, 
and the response to liberal interventions 
was heartening. Encouraged by this 
Muslim liberals, essentially an urban 
phenomenon, tried to intervene in issues 
which had hitherto been the domain of 
the orthodox Muslims accepted by most 
political parties as ‘Muslim leaders’. The 
question of reform, viz. a viz. marriage 
and divorce laws was taken up as was 
the secularisation of education. For the 
first time in independent India, the 
Muslim liberal responded to the situation 
and tried to intervene. It was a slow, 
confused beginning but a beginning 
nevertheless.

Meanwhile, the Muslim 
fundamentalists aware of the more than 
considerable setback to their political 
fortunes began the search for an issue. 
And hit upon the ‘reservation for 
Muslims’ issue which was voiced by 
representatives at smaller forums and 
then introduced into the political agenda.

The slogan given body by the 
propaganda of jobs in the police force 
constitutes a strong emotional appeal. 
The fundamentalist Muslims are well 
aware of its potential, and once again are 
clearly playing with the aspirations of 
the community to keep themselves in 
power. For it is an empty slogan based 

asking for parity in all spheres of life 
rather than demanding special status. This 
would go a long way in keeping Muslims 
part of the mainstream and as equal 
partners in all development schemes for 
the socially and economically backward 
sections.

on nothing more than projections which I 
cannot stand up to scrutiny. And the 
consequences of the acceptance of any 
such demand will be extremely 
damaging to the interests of the 
Muslims, besides pushing them back 
into the ghettos from which they had 
only just begun to emerge. It will 
strengthen the B JP/RSS and give the I 
latter more than sufficient ammunition 
for its campaign against the Muslims of 
Ujis country.

There is no doubt that the condition 
of Muslims - economically, 
educationally - is extremely poor, that 
there is religious discrimination, and 
Muslims become an easy target of the 
trigger happy police forces and the 
administration; that the living conditions 
of Muslims in many towns and even 
villages are dismal; that the 
representation of Muslims in the 
government, in the police force is 
negligible; that there is discrimination 
against Muslims when it comes to 
recruitment in the Armed forces and 
promotions within.

But the questions that need to be 
answered are : is ‘reservation’ for the 
community a solution to the ails 
afflicting and even paralysing the 
Muslims. Can such a ‘reservation’ 
protect the interests of the community. 
Or will it merely target them out for 
further, and perhaps worse, 
discrimination? Besides will it benefit 
the process of social transformation 
which has begun, and which is so 
essential for the progress and well being 
of India? Or will it retard the process 
and break the new, and extremely 
important, alliances?

The contention here is that the 
demand for communal communal 
electorates is not only regressive, but 
blatantly dangerous. Besides backward 
Muslims have been included in die 
Mandal report and come within the 
purview of the reservations accepted by 
all states. Thirdly, reservations for 
Muslims even if accepted will only 
increase their representation very 
marginally in the government and 
police. Next, the policy of reservation is 

Continued...
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WHAT THE ORGANISATION IS ABOUT....
The Indian Muslim Liberal, largely urban 
but secular, has been fairly indifferent of 
affairs concerning his community. While 
not really accepting the authority of the 
cleargy, pandered to by political parties 
over the years, the secular liberal was, at 
the same time, unwilling to shed off his 
apathy regarding the welfare of the 
Community at large. Until the demolition 
of the Babri masjid on December, 1992.

Just as secularists came out onto the 
streets in protest against this violent attack 
on the Constitution, so also did the 
Muslim liberal whose shock turned into a 
spontaneous realisation of his 
responsibility towards the community at 
large. Since then this has found 
expression in seminars, meeting, village 
level discussions and the formation of 
Forums to highlight issues concerning the 
Muslims in particular and the secular 
society in general.

Secular Initiative is one such effort 
by a group of Muslim liberals. The idea is 
to create an awareness amongst the 
Muslim community that will facilitate its 
development and progress, and at the 
same time ensure that the problems facing 
the community are addressed through a 
secular vision.

Secular Initiative has taken a 
conscious decision to network with 
secular groups working in the country. 
Muslim organizations like the Waqf 
Board, Haj Committee, Muslim Personal 
Law Board will be up for scrutiny as will

Continue...
running into trouble already with 
increasing privatisation and the shrinking 
of the public sector. The state is 
retreating very effectively, from the 
economic space which in itself will make 
a mockery of the Reservation policy.

It should be very clear that the gains 
will be marginal and perhaps even, 
negligible. But the fall out of the 
acceptance of any such demand will have 
far reaching repercussions.

The hostility, of all sections 
including the backwards and the Dalits, 
will be directed against the Muslims. The 
Muslim community will again become 
the larger for communal divide and the 
sections which are clearly supporting it 
at present will unite with all others 
against it. It will not be wise to forget 
that in Uttar Pradesh where most such 
battles are fought, a large section of the 
backwards and a percentage of the Dalits 
are still under the BJP influence. The 
entire process of social transformation 
that has begun has weakened the BJP 
but ill conceived and completely 
opportunistic moves can bring it back 
into the limelight.
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be any future ‘rulings’ by the clergy 
concerning the supposed welfare of the 
community.

The group has decided to investigate 
the performance of the Wakf Board in 
view of complaints that the Board has 
long ceased to fulfil the objectives for 
which it was created. It will also examine 
in minute detail the birth and functioning 
of the Muslim Personal Law Board. It has 
published a detailed report on the police 
raid on Nadwa, an institution of Islamic 
learning at Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh. 
The blatant disenfranchisement of Muslim 
voters in Delhi and Bombay has been 
taken up as part of a joint campaign with 
Secular organizations working in these 
cities. A major seminar on Reservation for 
Muslims has been organised by Secular 
Initiative which has also circulated a note 
on the subject amongst vested interests as 
well as secularists. This is the first news 
letter of what we hope, will become a 
quarterly effort.

We appeal to you to help by way of 
comments, suggestions, ideas, reactions 
and of course, whatever little finances 
possible to keep the Initiative going. We 
hope to act, with you, as an intermediary 
between the Muslim community and 
Secular groups, a pressure group within 
the Muslims and a sentinel with a finger 
on the secular pulse of India. The founder 
members Secular Initiative include, 
Atyab Siddiqui, Danial Latifi, Mrs Rafia 
Ziauddin, A.R. Khan, Iqbal Husain,

The answer for insecurity does not 
lie in reservation. Reservation can and 
should be a policy limited only to social - 
and not religious - discrimination. Those 
who are misguiding the community once 
again on the question of reservation 
would do better to spend their 
considerable energies in taking up issues 
fundamental to the well being of the 
minorities. Education is linked to 
progress, but on the issue of modem 
education the ‘Muslim leaders’ are silent. 
When it comes to ensuring justice for the 
victims of communal riots, the ‘Muslim 
leaders’ are absent On the misuse of 
TADA, it is only the secular 
organisations in Bombay that have 
launched a real offensive. On the 
question of disenfranchisement of 
Muslim voters in Delhi and other cities, 
it is again the concerned citizens and not 
the ‘Muslim leaders’ who have come out 
with writ petitions in courts and strong 
campaigns against this discrimination. 
Efforts to open HT's in Muslim 
dominated districts take second place to 
recognising Urdu as the second language 
which has become a political tool based 
again on emotional reactions.

Jamaluddin Ahmad, Seema Alavi, Col 
(Retd) M.H. Khan and Seema Mustafa.

BAN ‘BOMBAY’?
This statement was issued by Secular 
Initiative and carried by the 
newspapers in detail: 
The demand to ban the film ‘Bombay’ 
is a matter of deep concern, particularly 
because it has diverted attention from 
the real fight of the Muslims living in 
Maharashtra to an issue that can have 
no bearing on their daily existence. It is 
unfortunate that once again self styled 
Muslim leaders and others professing 
to speak for the community have 
jumped into the trap carefully laid for 
them by the fascist forces.

The initial controversy about the 
film was raised by Shiv Sena leader 
Bal Thackeray who objected to the 
name as well as to certain scenes in the 
film. It is a matter of shame that the 
distributor and Ms Jaya Bachan who is 
also a member of the Indian Censor 
Board arranged a special screening for 
Mr Thackeray to accomodate his 
views. It is this condemnable 
concession that fuelled the demand of 
the Muslim leaders who are now 
demanding that the film be banned. It is 
being make to appear as another case 
of Muslim ‘appeasement’ and has 
given a handle to the likes of Bal 
Thackeray to further consolidate their 
constituency.

Secular Initiative appeals to the 
Muslims not to walk into traps such as 
this, and get hysterical about what are 
essentially non-issues. The fight today 
is against these fascist forces and 
demands to ban films and books only 
strengthens the obscurantists and does 
little for the progress of the community. 
In fact it retards the development of the 
Muslims whose real concerns today 
rest with security, survival, meaningful 
employment, and modem education. 
The screening of Bombay cannot 
interfere in this fight for equal status, 
but the banning of it will. Secular 
forces cannot afford any diversions in 
the fight against fascist and communal 
forces, at this stage, let alone 
strengthen their appeal by taking 
positions which are harmful to the 
interests of the minorities and damage 
the cause of secularism.

Address : Secular Initiative, 201 
Bhikaji Cama Bhawan, 
Bhikaji Cama Place, Ring 
Road, New Delhi 110 066 
Telephone: 606202.

. New Delhi-70. Ph. 6894987
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201, Madam Bhikaji Cama Bhawan 
Bhikaji Cama Place, Ring Road 
New Delhi - 110 066, India
Tel. : 606202

17th May, 1995

Dear Friend,

Secular Initiative and National Centre for Civic 
Commitment are organising a day long discussion on the 
^Supreme Court and the Uniform Civil Code11. The discussion 
will be held on Sunday, tne 2dth May, 1995, at the Council 

55 Lodhi Estate, NewJANjUn AMEN 
10-50 AM onwards. A working lunch will be arranged at 
the venue. Ue will be grateful if you make it convenient 
to participate in the discussion with a view to formulating 
public opinion on the sensitive and controversial topic.

Yours sincerely,

(Imtiaz Ahmed) (Seema Mustafa)

To



A A International Movement to Save‘Bangladesh
100 X&cdale Blvd., Suite # 302, ^ydale, Ontario Canada MS'W 19f7 ‘Tel.: (416) 742-9818 Tay: (416) 742-9818

DAMS AND DECEPTIONS
...A tragic tale of India’s manipulation of public opinion; of the use of deception and treachery in negotiations; 
of the use of water as ransom; and of the deliberate destruction of Bangladesh as a self-sustaining nation.
A NATIONAL DILEMMA
The most dangerous action a nation can take is to criticize 
or condemn a neighbouring country, especially, if that 
neighbour is very powerful and influential. For 
Bangladeshis, criticizing India is a divisive and emotional 
issue. To some citizens (especially pro-Indian politicians 
with cross-border connections), it strikes right at the heart 
of their gratitude towards a generous friend and it 
potentially harms a relationship of peaceful co-existence.
But, to the rest, it is their democratic right to analyze any 
issue that affects their lives directly. According to them, 
India is nothing but an opportunistic and selfish neighbour 
who fails to negotiate in good faith; who takes advantage of 
the unfortunate situation in Bangladesh; who disregards 
international laws and treaties; and who ignores 
agreements previously negotiated.

NEVER-ENDING DROUGHT, DEVASTATION, AND 
MISERY
Bangladesh is an agricultural country that produces three 
crops each year. The lack of sufficient water during any of 
these seasons can bring great hardship to farmers and their 
families, but this appears to be no concern to the political 
leaders of our neighbour. Through its massive network of 
dams and barrages, India unilaterally and unfairly controls 
the international rivers flowing through Bangladesh. The 
result is drought, devastation, and misery:

1. During the dry season, large parts of Bangladesh are so 
parched that more than 250’ deep tube wells bring no 
water. As a result, many poor people have to walk more 
than ten miles for their drinking water. The landscape 
of these affected areas resemble the deserts of Sudan.

2. As most of the fruits of Bangladesh are dry-season fruits 
(the best known of them being mangos, lichees and 
jackfruits), the lack of water has cut their yields by 80% 
and many of those trees are dead or dying.

3. The freshwater fishing industry—which had supplied 
most of the protein requirements of Bangladeshis at an 
affordable price—is all but dead. For a typical 
Bangladeshi to enjoy an average-sized Hilsha fish (the 
nation’s most popular fish), he/she must work more than 
two full days.

4. Three of the world’s largest rivers, with their more than 
250 tributaries and distributaries and 24,000 km long 
network of water channels, can no longer be used as a 
convenient, affordable and natural method of 
transportation. Since most of the rivers become non- 
navigable and many of them become completely dry after 
the monsoon season, all the poor people’s boats become 
useless. Left untended, the boats fall into disrepair and 
as a result there are very few boats in the rivers, even 
during the monsoon season.

5. The declining water flow and the disappearance of lakes, 
swamps and ponds, has pushed the cost of irrigation well 
beyond the means of average farmers; only rich 
landowners can plant their crops in time. Consequently, 
the rich are getting richer and the poor are losing their 
land and livelihood. In this way thousands more are 
being added to the list of the landless every year.

6. With much less freshwater flowing through Bangladesh 
during the dry season, the quantity and speed of water 
near the bay becomes too low to prevent the advancing 
salt water from salinizing the coastal regions and 
adjacent inland areas. As a result, valuable farmlands 
within 210 km (130 miles) of the coast are suffering from 
crop failures . The Sundarbans, the beautiful mangrove 
forest and the home of the world famous “Royal Bengal 
Tiger”, is virtually dead and the evergreens of 
Bangladesh are dying.

UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTS
Farakka Barrage—a classic example of one country’s 
development gained at the expense of another country’s 
environment and future well-being

Farakka Barrage! The mere mention of the word sends 
shivers through every Bangladeshi and fills every sensible 
Bangladeshi soul with anger, helplessness, and 
desperation. It also brings into doubt India’s real 
intentions for helping Bangladesh to achieve its 
independence.

What happened after independence is beyond our 
comprehension and tolerance. Our legitimate expectation 
was that any animosity or conflict that existed between 
India and Pakistan would have no bearing or influence on 
Indo-Bangladesh relations. We expected a speedy and fair 
solution to our water problems and we expected friendlier 
relations to bring prosperity to both of our nations. How 
wrong we were!

LET THE FACTS BE KNOWN
At the beginning, the Central Water and Power 
Commission of India suggested the building of a barrage on 
the Ganges, about 20 km above Bangladesh, to divert more 
water towards the Hoogly River, just to ensure that the 
Calcutta Port could continue to handle large ocean-going 
tankers.

In 1957, professor Dr. Walter Hensen, a reputable West 
German hydraulic engineer was employed by the Indian 
Government as a consultant to look into the Hoogly’s 
problems. His report, which was never published and instead 
was carefully suppressed (even the author was not allowed to 
keep a copy for himself), was described by the Indian 
Government as “a seal of approval” by a foreign expert. His 
findings were never submitted to the pre-independence



Pakistan Government; no in-depth studies were ever done 
of the environmental and social impacts on Bangladesh or 
of the water flow requirements for irrigation, fishing, and 
navigation purposes in Bangladeshi rivers.

BREAKING ALL THE RULES
By building this barrage on an international river running 
through Bangladesh, India has broken the following 
international laws, conventions and treaties:
The Barcelona Convention And Statute of 1921 states:

“Each riparian State is bound on the one hand to 
refrain from all measures likely to prejudice the 
navigability of the waterways or to reduce the 
facilities of navigation and on the other hand, to 
take as rapidly as possible all necessary steps for 
removing any obstacles and dangers which may 
occur to navigation.”

Principles 21, Declaration on the Human Environment of 
the United Nations Conference at Stockholm in 1972, U.N. 
Dec. 48/14 and Corr. 1 (1972) reads:

“States have in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations and the principle of international 
law, the sovereign right to exploit their own 
resources pursuant to their own environmental 
policies, and the responsibility to ensure that 
activities within their jurisdiction or control do not 
cause damage to the environment of other states or 
of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.”

U.N. General Assembly Official Records, 27th Session 
Supplement No.30, p. 42, U.N. Dec. A/8730 (1973) reads:

“In the exploitation and development of their 
natural resources, States must not produce 
significant harmful effects in zones situated outside 
their natural jurisdiction.”

The Economic Declaration adopted by the Fourth 
Conference of Heads of States of Non-Aligned Countries 
held at Algiers, 5-9 September, 1973 (U.N. Dec. A/9330, p. 
72) states that:
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“Environmental measures adopted by one state 
should not adversely affect the environment of other 
States, or zones outside their jurisdiction. ”

DEFINITION OF AN INTERNATIONAL RI VEU
The universally accepted definition of an International 
River is:

“A river which flows through the territory of two or 
more States is an International River.”

According to the above definition, all of the rivers which 
flow from India to Bangladesh are International Rivers. 
And, the largest of them (the Ganges and Brahmaputra) 
originate in Tibet (China) before entering India.

THE EQUITY RIGHT OF BANGLADESH
The central principle of the Helsinki Rules is Article IV, 
which states:

“Each basin State is entitled, within its territory, 
to a reasonable and equitable share in the beneficial uses 
of the waters of an international drainage basin.”

NEGOTIATING IN BAD FAITH
The manner and tactics of negotiations, which started in 
1960 with our old Pakistani Governments, didn’t change 
with independence, a 25-year friendship agreement, or 
several changes of government.
At least with the Pakistani Governments, India had treated 
their negotiators with respect (on account of Pakistan’s 
military strength and international support). But India’s 
treatment of Bangladeshi Governments and Bangladeshis 
has been insulting and contemptible. Indian politicians and 
representatives have made monkeys out of our negotiators 
by taking advantage of India’s power and position. From 
June 1972 to June 1994, our negotiators sat more than 100 
times with their Indian counterparts from different levels, 
including meetings of the respective heads of state.
All those negotiations did not bring us any closer to a 
solution. The main reason for this failure was that India 
never negotiated in good faith and used every trick in the 
book, viz. deliberate delay in correspondence, 
postponements, and abrupt and deliberate changes of 
negotiators and ministers—in order to buy time to finish 
their dams and barrages without being subjected to 
restriction or compromise. While India was negotiating for 
our approval in constructing the Farakka Barrage, it was 
proceeding with several other barrages without mentioning 
a word to the victim—Bangladesh.
During those talks, Indian negotiators never divulged 
information or data to our representatives, regarding any 
Indian studies or plans. On the other hand, at every 
meeting or conference, Indian negotiators always asked for 
more data regarding our studies or research. Ultimately, 
when enough data was supplied to India to fill up a master 
bedroom, Indian representatives complained that there was 
too much data to make a quick decision, and besides, the 
data was already outdated and they needed new and 
updated data.

USING NEGOTIATIONS AS A SHIELD
In this way, while the Bangladeshi negotiators were busy 
collecting more data to please their big brothers, Indian 
politicians and engineers were going full speed ahead to



complete their projects. Instead of using the meetings to 
honestly negotiate or compromise, the Indian 
representatives and politicians were using them as a 
methc-Af information gathering and were ultimately using 
that information for India’s own planning needs.

INDIA’S UNFAIR ADVANTAGE OVER BANGLADESH 
During these years of negotiations, the frustrated 
Bangladeshi Governments tried several times to involve 
international bodies either to act as objective arbitrators, or 
to force India to negotiate in good faith. But, being an old, 
established, and influential nation, India had always 
managed to scuttle Bangladeshi efforts to involve 
international organizations.
On several occasions, many well-respected countries with 
good intentions tried to get involved or to mediate between 
India and Bangladesh. Some of them even suggested the 
inclusion of Nepal (another direct victim of India’s colonial 
policy) as a partner, to create a comprehensive solution to 
the region’s problems for the benefit of the whole sub­
continent. But, the Indian Government kept other parties 
out by claiming that the dispute over sharing the waters of 
the Ganges was an “internal” matter and must be solved 
through bilateral negotiations only. As a result, the 
international community was kept ignorant of important 
causes of the suffering in Bangladesh.

DELIBERATE PLAN TO DEVASTATE OR 
SUBJUGATE BANGLADESH
India has followed a deliberate and comprehensive plan 
either to destroy Bangladesh as a prosperous and self- 
sustaining nation or to force it to become a part of India or a 
colony of an Indian Empire. The main objective of the plan 
is to cut off Bangladesh’s life support system—the water 
flow of its international rivers. Unfortunately for 
Bangladesh, all its major rivers are international rivers 
that first pass through India. India has already built 
several dams and barrages and is in the process of building 
even more on its borders with Bangladesh (the east, west, 
and north sides of the country).
Near the mid-west at Farakka, India has built across the 
Ganges the longest barrage in the world; in the North-West, 
it has built several barrages and diversion walls on the 
Teesta river; in the mid-east, it has built a barrage on the 
Gumti river; to the north of the Gumti, it has built a 
barrage on the Khowai river; and at present, in the north­
east corner, India is building a barrage on the Kushiyara 
river. As well, it has completely blocked dozens of smaller 
streams.
Before India started building all those dams and barrages 
around the border, Bangladesh was a beautiful and 
prosperous country, where farmers could harvest three 
times a year (just one acre of land could maintain a family). 
As all the rivers were deep and full of water and fish were 
available in every river, pond and swamp, the Bangladeshis 
were provided with their protein requirements at a very low 
cost. But, due to the construction of the dams and barrages, 
Bangladesh becomes the Ethiopia of Asia during the dry 
season.

INDIA’S “DREAM PLAN” IS A “DOOMSDAY PLAN” 
FOR BANGLADESH
As if the above suffering was not enough, India has two 
competing super plans to divert water from our biggest and 

last source of survival—the Brahmaputra River. The names 
of the super plans are: “The National Water Grid Project” 
and The Garland Canal Project”. The common goal of 
these two plans is to link the Brahmaputra to the Ganges in 
India.
According to these plans, India wants to divert the life 
blood of Bangladesh—the water of the Ganges and 
Brahmaputra rivers, along a 15,000 km network of canals 
and rivers to irrigate the far-off central, western and 
southern regions of India. As the diversion may not be 
possible without passing through northern Bangladesh, 
India is blackmailing Bangladesh and using every trick and 
torture that can be used to coerce its helpless neighbour.
The legitimate fears and objections of Bangladesh against 
linking the Brahmaputra to the Ganges are that:
1. It would increase the potential for greater flood 

disasters, since the new river and the associated barriers 
would run across the natural drainage systems of 
Bangladeshi rivers.

2. It would further reduce the groundwater available for 
drinking and irrigation. Already the groundwater 
reserves are so depleted that 250’ deep tube wells come 
up dry and Bangladeshis need to drill below the 
supporting delta crust. The diversion of Brahmaputra 
water would mean even greater drought and deprivation 
for Bangladeshi farmers.

3. The coastal areas of Bangladesh are already suffering 
from ever increasing salinization due to India’s 
withdrawals and diversions. If Bangladesh allows India 
to divert Brahmaputra water to irrigate the rest of India, 
salinization would make the densely populated and 
highly fertile land of southern Bangladesh useless and 
uncultivable.

4. It would force hundreds of thousands of Bangladeshi 
farmers off their land and into poverty. Bangladesh is 
already very short of land and the space needed for this 
monster plan would take thousands of acres of fertile 
land out of production.

5. The cost of maintaining such an oversized canal or a new 
river, with all its embankments and water diversion 
works, and the cost of recurring flood disasters and 
engineering failures is beyond the means of Bangladesh.

RAINY SEASON



6. It would give India almost total control of the waters 
flowing through Bangladesh, and judging by the past 
actions of that country, there is good reason to fear that 
control of this water could be used to blackmail 
Bangladesh.

It is understandable that the Indian Government wants to 
improve the living conditions of its people in water-short 
states. But, is it wise to threaten the way of life of hundreds 
of millions of people in India and Bangladesh by diverting 
the water that is rightfully theirs, to irrigate naturally arid 
regions in far-off parts of India.

Under no circumstances should the Indian Government be 
permitted to proceed with this massive diversion plan. The 
people of Bangladesh, the Indian riverine districts of the 
Ganges and Brahmaputra, and the entire world community 
must be vigilant in preventing any monstrous plan that 
would jeopardize the future of the Ganges-Brahmaputra 
basin.

SO MUCH PAIN FOR SO LITTLE GAIN
India has taken the water Bangladesh needs for its 
survival, and yet India has only marginally benefited from 
doing so. The water that India has diverted for its irrigation 
is concentrated mostly in a handful of states and within 
those states, the lion’s share of the water has been 
appropriated by the most wealthy and established farmers, 
with relatively little to go around for the millions of very 
poor farmers.

As the land is dry, the weather is very hot and the crops can 
use only so much water at a time, most of the irrigated 
water is evaporated by the scorching sun. The net benefit to 
most farmers is relatively small, considering the high cost 
of machinery, fuel, special seeds, and fertilizer. As many 
farmers have to borrow large sums to finance their 
irrigation expenses, each year they must produce a large 
surplus just to cover their high interest charges, and if in 
any season their crops fail, they lose all their land and 
property.

Those farmers that do irrigate “successfully”, deplete the 
nutrients of their soil so quickly that in a few years their 
land becomes infertile. Surely the benefits of inefficient and 
unsustainable irrigation for a few wealthy farmers do not 
justify the hardship and suffering of an entire nation.

SEARCHING FOR SOLUTIONS
Both India and Bangladesh need to provide for their 
citizens from the same source of water. Any river 
management plan of either country must consider the needs 
and well-being of the other country, and the geography of 
the whole basin. The fate of both countries are so 
intertwined that unilateral action to solve one country’s 
problems will likely harm the other; for this reason, both 
countries must cooperate to solve their common problems 
and enjoy the benefits jointly.

COMMON WATER NEEDS OF BOTH COUNTRIES
Before a solution can be found, we must define the common 
needs and aspirations of all our people. They are:

1. Drinking water for all seasons and for a billion people.

2. Water for sanitation during dry seasons—a necessary 
prevention against deadly diseases.

3. Sufficient water flow to prevent salinization near the 
Bay of Bengal.

4. Sufficient water flow for the navigation of major ^ers.

5. Enough water in the rivers, lakes, canals, swamps, 
streams, and ponds to maintain moisture in the soil and 
healthy stocks of fish.

6. Water for judicious and efficient irrigation during dry 
seasons.

COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTION THROUGH FAIR 
DISTRIBUTION
Any permanent and satisfactory solution must be based on 
openness, cooperation and equitable sharing. What we are 
proposing is that India, Nepal and Bangladesh form a 
“Continental Water Management Commission” to regulate 
and develop the water resources of the Ganges- 
Brahmaputra Basin. This commission must include 
representatives from every sector of the population involved 
in this basin, for example, members of parliament, farmers, 
environmentalists, engineers, hydrologists, economists, civil 
servants, scientists, etc.

The commission will first operate a system of total 
accounting of the water flow of the major rivers and their 
tributaries and distributaries. This “water-tight” accounting 
process will involve estimating the total rainfall, 
evaporation, and seepage in the basin, and keeping a 
complete record of withdrawals, diversions, and uses of the 
water. An annual Water Consumption and Flow Report 
must be published for the public and must be submitted to 
all levels of government in all three countries, and the data 
used to produce the report must be open, unbiased, and 
subject to unrestricted audit by every party concerned.
The commission will also have the ultimate authority in the 
region to allocate water based on the principle of greatest 
need, namely: drinking and cooking, sanitation, irrigation 
for survival, prevention of salinization, basic navigation, 
irrigation for profit, etc. To ensure that the decisions of the 
commission are just and unbiased, we propose that they be 
subject to the review of an appeal board consisting of 
internationally-respected jurists drawn from neither India, 
Nepal, or Bangladesh.

The third responsibility of the commission will be to develop 
and promote methods of more efficient water management. 
Some of its first priorities will be researching techniques of 
dry farming or super-efficient irrigation, cultivating crops 
that are much less water-dependent, and developing local 
reservoirs to store monsoon water for dry season use.

AN APPEAL TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY
Finally, we would like to invite all who really care for the 
survival of the people of India, Nepal and Bangladesh, to 
join us in working to resolve the current conflicts over water 
and save millions from further misery and suffering.

M. M. Habibur Rahman 
B.Sc.,Ae.Engg.,M.R.A.S.,C.M.A. 

Management, Finance & Investment Consultant 
President - International Movement to Save Bangladesh
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21 July 1995

Mr A.B. Bardhan 
New Delhi

Dear Mr Bardhan,

You will be happy to learn that our 
13th Anniversary Suppl an ent on 'Manmohan, 
India and Bharat' has been a tremendous 
success. The feedback from readers has 
been most positive.

I take this opportunity to thank you for 
your contribution, which contributed in a 
big waj^ to the Supplement’s success, 
inclosed is a small payment in appreciation.

Hoping to see your byline most often in 
our pages,

Sincerely

(Sumir ^al)
Deputy Bditor

/rs

Ananda Bazar Patrika Limited
The Ananda Bazar Group of Publications: Anandabazar Patrika Business Standard The Telegraph 

Desh Sunday Sportsworld Anandalok Anandamela BusinessWorld Sananda Prabasi Anandabazar





RECEIVED
For....................  .on

! 6 AUG 1995
A. 1. T. U. C.

34, Canning Lane. N.Delhi
■«■■ '"■Il ■ « । —^...ww^:

?ft. 

ft. «. rf. yftgTTE qnst, 

J FRU 
STRTfru QWV

0 r *

$ W

why :- ^^rrrTBsw, i^ia it^n; ar.emX
ar^tr 1$. wtp, ^.qt.orft

fwra j- wfF tto; xn^n^ ar^r, fttF nT^T, ^tF awr 
^T. RT^rra mt. $. s. wrurF aufF a^f^r 
HOT 3FH FaFTa WTWpt UT fhacY
awafahi t»T A m^Fahnr westt wrrn 
^Tfa anrTar f^wr ert, iw ng f^ft.

^T. HTiiBavra <r^ t ^rfen* Yrcrrn^F vRh?r a ^wttwf 
wt Wici 3H& flt^r ^r^T ?H 

n<M *&*$ T^n fen. rm wMt
f Gt AS

W msTT$ sd^TfYr W^THTS, W^Tu H'A n TOf* W'?f 7^ Ut 
rtaF, ^TtsX wt^- ?fh aa &mhw ^rf wn^afa 
wiWt ^f?a» «fhr rrt. -mw -amlW 
£w^"o a H<<wFcnT ^.fr Fqr^T ’RTHT few ^rTTF SET 
sr>. to *rr tsiW Mirn^V arrf^ sm attry^ =rfe 
nt© irto ^rw <ra^feit afU Mfeu 
t^TIVT^R CT Sit. 4T ?<UG F^TEtt tiff 
wr^r wrrt 2t<» c®m] Mt 3rr& wi;: writ terr 
w# $$ cm^t. to- ww £irr$ ^,rlTrt$ 3c<t^ n or^h aT^ur 

mFt ?fda ^-rt. run# q&Tfurr My-nr tkr^r aa 
wtw ITT ^Rtfn $Tlft

mwr ^T-^fFT $dt fn^ ht^. nrn:in* xht^ubtF aw 
<hf sft^r wr irti fa TfrlHtft w:

3 S^T TT^T u?WTRar- tl^rfl T?w.. $$ ^T.
a-n^arm rr> tofT$ sTOa nraf, w crnhw
w<r Faat^ ex fa^n ain^i srteR ^wikt but otrr-nTt^ « w
Ur^vT 3TftrT. ifF FW: atm WT 3H% 9 WF wf yTWt

3t

st>. jfF nfit efF urfta ?o ^rfirPH etf mr te tei^t «s



■fw Jnnv ^rr skitw ntnn ?w Tttn
stat. <rtcT tttht nrsTt wr^ nt nr^rarr
^:®TTn wit art smrft wtir f^TT niw? rufeur mft 
m WM ?W; t^rsrn^Th s^^hifhrf miMr nt t ht w 
orf^ £®ern nn^r fMefr Mt. nnMl Qt nt ht^Tw to 4T <s
^rMhf ma stat; m ^ftm^ Wt. nt tgntwrrt crT
MT <ter c^iMY tht nut nft tr niwr TOT, sraRnr anrmr sw 
st, wi ri^ ft nnv erw W. nt nmtH aiM q^rtn nn wnft 
$Th ^ftn rW, ssr ^rqrt *Mst t$ anW snr ^rtn Tbit 3 

t^t?” amnnnt bht &tot zff ^r Mt tYrr. ^nf-ft wr
iMt tan wt ifer nd Mt. sar st f^^Ttarrhir nwnrrr 

GrtWTtH 3x53TB 3 tTfTTH TTRftnTH 5T*i ^J^^iwnfr nnTHt 
c^ trrr $wrn<rr amT ^<rf nt ^ftn ant. tl^-r ^rr •* es
HPH% %‘T ntwrtTi 3ITHT TTt.

#rrt ^rTh iV w? T33 OTh jrnff STt. eufut CH
trfrl>W iwfn
nr-g-m errev rr ran:t to Mt. w wwrr n^rrt nr? 

B nrWWw ant.

nft ^t.^ rvrr 30WT qftH ~3 ^W^TTat WT°I^|
■ nir nn^t. aniar srr #- fTr-x-n/it nmn; ^rn^ wfet J

3rrwT nfnj n,-R j-m, t^-j' nrtsiTirr sit t then c.
eT^T31^ ctT; IT W Sie.

. sftmnm $ror < ttuHi’n w Mft nwttr?uT3r anwr 
wM s-Twq’f^ $ nnrn’TWtrt M~Tt\ wnDtrnir nftn^Tt 
tnwvr iPHTn ?tT< ait, m nr^ $wt nrn 9 wwra 
arnwir toh t^Th grmR nft sTTgftt t npn Mt. nfM 
wnm HWT fH^fo nTTf Ft tMft

SiWlT,

?. nfe, c tern 3-h; & n. sort.
3. $T. HR V. nt. 3^ HWR TOTTT, ^&T tMTT]
3. qtrft TTFT H‘5 n^THT §<. W.q. 3tfTt TBT FPltf

tjIWntrtfrf. ' *
.. urrr rrWh-Trnf afw nmr..



5ft g? fMaW
Na i w grNa t- t J.-' . r<T 
t^a »c 8 i Nr Mt arm m I armri

? wls fw ^ht <r $T
t®? a^fta 4Mr m < iCv

w fw <9, OB < tp W d 5 aawt WTO
T1&® i





£5 faTWHRR’R

Mt - 422605 Ml - (02425) 2388

faM 10.07.1995

faRR : RIRT^TW W 33333.

1) w fawr 3^ M M *(.Rc3T rrrt snjMRMi wiM fafaaifa 

HOT? ^4 M W ^3R 31 Wl Mt "*(.Rc3T fa*R HR" HI

•ri^it wfa* Mr faRt* 5.9.1993 Mt Mit^ wk Mi.

2) Mr^M Mfa 3{Mt3H M, *thrr wMkt 3 WRi^t M 3 faw 
3wMr rr^r, rM 3 Mt M rrwrt gw kkfaR fa^H,

fa*3HM gnAw, faca^* MM wnfMta 3 ww wrM fa fast 3M 

Mt IT WS Mt RM Mt *3Tlt rM 33M Wk fa^t. 3FR R<4MiMt 3Tf.R?SI 
sk^r^r sifa^M^ r ^faswk $riM srasRfa chi'll hrwi ^timM 3isHdt R^iiMt.

3) Mw 3TWFT *f.R?ST MgR faM 1 MM 1994 Mt MM M-

4) Mrssi Mg^ gMfat faw M ri rrhi wMt Mrt Mt faM 

28 $ 1995 Mt MlT^ Wl WT Wt^RT ’MlT Wfa^t 3ifa-4l$4> Mn fa^RxT TOfa 
^t. favwr feFR <.$.3t.^, ^f.wa ^TT SilW 31 M^qWRT 3^

Qig^M^ W ^kt 3 R31faMptT 3tlt3.

5) faM 27 $ 95 ®l3^fa 33^ ^k3T fata^R 3t 33 W fa^3t4 31 

HR3fa 3n33Rt fakfa 3JTt.

6) ^^RP^faRT ^^Tc5 fa^HT3T33 3>t.3?ffl WCi =3JT 3 SRRT. 3T3^i 31 
^331=531 W-ifa ^33 3t$T ^333 3R3 ^FRt 3Tt. rMRWkK 3T 34lW Mb PT^

^Rf 3tlM ^^Icdl^ 33^fa R333 t 3P3T3T Wt 3 3T3^ 31^31 faqXdlsfft 3$ 3TRR Mkf
3^3 ^3^y3F3T 3R3T3kt ^bl® fa^W^r sfafa kvfa3R WT 3lfafa Mt 3fMfat 

M. t^3fa W 313fM 3t^ fa 6 *13 3^3131 SRfMl faR3R3T 3P3T3T 333 ^31^313^331 

^T fa^H 7^ ^3313T-3ikt 3R3Mt* 3 W*^ W3 SRfa ^T ^33 M.

7) "SP£ 3M13H SIM 3R 3W55" ^t ^3R33T/^3Fs3T 333Tfat M 3^33 M>I *kt 
3^31^ ^RT SUM. fafatlt 3^r3 ^fat 33 3T^t ^R5T-3TCR-3T33 3R3T ^Rlfat 3R3T3Hfat 
IT 3I3^R1T ^3^3 W(R H3 fa^i 333T3T W3t, M *f .333T Mg^t Mt*t gc^3^i 

®tRT3 3Ri3.

8) 31 3R^^t3< ^33® fa^RIF3T ^*4143 ^IT 41314^3 ^33 ^3c3^f 3T3 M- 
McS WRI 3 W5t^l33 3^t 3X 33RtRR3faRT WWR3 ^*1313133 ^33 3tM 3 

MrMRT Mt M3 W IT w M- ^33Sfa 4MM3T 3M3T Mr 3144131 3313 1333 3133 
M *t Mt3 WFflMt 33Wt W ^3 "MfW 3fk£3 3R5M[ 3nfa wMMt 

MW 3Rfat 3HMt M.

9) *f.3?m ^STgg g^Plfat fa3R R*t 3T3Mfafa 3^311 33*3 ^J3 W faM Ml 

M M "3IRP?tMt fa^Rf' 3T faWR 3IRF?tMT fa4^* fa3R33, 3?!, WRl, 3114ifal* 

....2/-
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Telephone =387320
Cable : "AITUCONG' 
Fax : 91-11 -3755419

ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
24, CANNING LANE, NEW DELH 1^1 1 OOO1

□Uly 22, 1995

President : M. S. KRISHNAN 
General Secretary : A. B. BARDHAN 
Dy. Genera! Secretary : B. D. JOSHI

Dear Netaji Rajgadkar,

Got your letter and read it carefully.

I can understand your feelings and State of mind. I 
welcome the fact that you have come to the conclusion that only 
left politics, and a class-based ideology can rescue our country 
from the depths to which the Congress is pushing it, and the 
dangerous communal game of power politics which the BTP is 
playing.

Our comrades in Yestmal are prejudiced against you 
because they felt let down by you in the 1990 elections and 
thereafter. It is a law that people expect much from those who 
are near them, and react equally bitterly when these expectations 
are not fulfilled.

But I think this prejudice can be overcome by your 
own actions and work. Life is moving ahead fast, and we cannot 
always live in the past. Normal relations will take some time.

It is time that in Yestmal district, a front of the JD 
+ CPI + other left farces, backed up by tribals, can be a big 
force. We should work in that direction.

For the time being, you can work as an independent 
leftist, and carry on a campaign. But give up your Congress 
connection, and announce you are with the Left.

We can have a discussion when next time I come to 
Nagpur, or you happen to come to Delhi.

Do not get frustrated or pessimist. Tn that case you 
win be able to do nothing.

Greetings,

Yours

Shri Netaji 
V?# Mulak 
Somalwada, 
Nagpur - 4

Rajgadkar, Ex-MLA, 
Complex, 
Wardha Ttoad,

(A. B. BARDHAN)



No.3/Per Cell/95/52

Dear Shri Bardhan,

New Delhi- 110004.
I^ece/ved Jay 11, 1995.
I . . . . . . . . on

18 MAY 1995
A. I. t. u c. 1

24, Canning Lane, N.DeIhi f
I am desired to refer to your letter dated May 8, 

1995 and to inform you that the same has been forwarded to
the Prime Minister's Office.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Shri AB Bardhan,
General Secretary,
All India Trade Union Congress, 
24 Canning Lane, KG Marg, 
New Delhi - 110 001.



May 5, 1995

De ar Com.

As fixed with Goins. Vijaya 

Kumar and Mahendra# I will be reaching 

Vizag on May 19 by IC 542 from Calcutta. 

This reaches Vizag at 12,35# and I think 

I will be on time for your meeting.

Please book my ticket on 

May 19 by some train.which can take me 

to Bhubaneshwar in the morning of May 20.

Kindly confirm.

Greetings#

Yours comradely#

(A. B. BARDHAN)



Cable : "AITUCONG' / Telephone;^®*”

srfa^T HRcfm S? ^TW 
S' C\ 

ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS 
24, CANNING LANE, NEW DELHI-110001

President: M. S. KRISHNAN 
Genera! Secretary : HOMI DAJI MaylO, 1995,

Dear N.K.,

Sending you some papers regarding 
Manganese union. Let me know what is your 
advice. Can we use this occasion to do 
something?

we can talk when I am there in 
Nagpur on May 24.

Greetings,

Yours comradly,

(A. B. BARDHAN)





May 8, 1995,

Dear Harsh Jatly,

I have been trying to contact 
you on telephone, but with no success.

I gather -^hat Priya has 
brought out an Economic Survey. If so, 
could you send a copy to the AITUC?

With greetings,

Yours sincerely.

(A.B.BARDHAN) 
Shri Harsh Jatly, 
Participatory Research in Asia, 
42, Tughlakabad 
Institutional Area, 
New Delhi- 110062.
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Cable : "AITUCONG" 0 9V7Z T . „ 3 8 6 4 2 7

Z telephone = 337320

ALL- INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS 
24, CANNING LANE, NEW DELHI-110001

President : M. S. KRISHNAN
Genera! Secretary : HOMI DAJ1 May 4, 1995,

Dear Raju,

I sax,,’ your letter addressed to 
Com. T.A. Francis. He is now abroad, 
and I am afraid he cannot attend the May 
12, meeting.

But let us know the results of 
that meeting.

Greetings,

Yours fraternally,

o (A.B.BARDHAN)Srx Raju Damle,
C/o PILSARC,
C-569, New Friends Colony,
New Delhi - 110065.
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iw* - -»nn 
sstfeig^r, ^sr^t

^Vv' - 25. 4.95

^Sri K.C.B ansal ,y
Treasurer,
Communist Party of India,
Central Office,
Ajoy Bhavan, Kot la Marg,
New Delhi - 119902■MMW^vnarrau w>w.- iW'iu> «wt». r- w- au am«n-

Dear oir,

with reference to your letter dated 19.4.95 
enclosed please find a DD afresh in favour of 
A.B. BARDHAN bearing No.64704 dated 25.4.95 
for Rs.2000/-.

Please acknowledge receipt.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully, 

tncl:- 1 (B.N. Agnihotri)



Cable : AlTupONG' 
Tele Fax : 91-11 -386427 Telephone : 3 8 7 3 2 0

ALL - INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
24< CANNING LANE NEW DELHI-110001

President : M. S. KRISHNAN 
General Secretary ; a. B. BARDHAN 
Oy. Genera/ Secretary : b. d. JOSHI
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Dear Shri Raina,
I read with great interest your 

old article on Kashmir in the Labour Monthly 
I was always a regular reader of the L.M.
It seems N.N. Raina wrote under the 
pen-name ' Edward Burton •,

The genesis of the imperialist 
conspiracy in Kashmir is well brought out. 
That conspiracy continues. But I am not 
sure about t$e positive role attributed 
to Bakshi. His later record was black. 
Except Sadiq all were dubious fellows. 
But Sadiq did not have any mea s following.

You have mentioned about the party 
Congress. I wish you would send a 
contribution towards the large sue of 
money that will be required. You can 
send it to me, and I will ha^i it over.

With greetings.

Shri n.n. Raina 
128c, socket-c 
Siddhartha' Extention 
New Delhi- 110014.

Yours sincerely 
/I -AxA

(A .B .BARMAN)



Cable NUKlTUCONG"
Fax : 91-11-3755419

srf^T - HTTrfa
Telephone : 3 g 7 3 9 n

ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
24, CANNING LANE, NEW DELHI-110001

President: M. S. KRISHNAN
Genera! Secretary : A. B. BARDHAN 
Dy. Genera!Secretary : B. D. JOSHI August 22, 1995,

Dear Dhanaji,

Got your letter and report.

How is your wife now? I hope she 
is better.

I don’t think you should expel 
anybody so soon. Discus in your circle, hear 
them and if necessary take some lesser action 
in the beginnig.

But why not try and settle it first?

Greetings,
Yours sincerely,

( A. B. BARDHAN)



OFFICE : SMRITI"

"'JIKAR BIRTH CENTENARY

7 o o

GENERAL SECRETARY
MALTI RUIKAR

.R NAGPUR-440 022 PHONE : 321932

PATRON
VASANT SATHE

PRESIDENT
A. B. BARDHAN



My dear Malt!

arrangements.

□ated: 6-9~9o

tai,

Received your letter.

The suggestion is quite right.

The dates suits me.

We can go ahead with the 
Let me know Sathe•s reply.

With greetings.

Yours fra-’

GENERAL SECRRTARY



^kta Dhawan, 
lutlighar, 

ar 
- 14^001

1st geptembor 199^*

Co® • Inarajit Bupta, 
General ecretary,

Communist Party of India, 
Nev Delhi.

Osar comrade Gupta Ji,
I . m sending my amendments to the Draft

political Hecoiutlon adopted by the National Council (July 19-22, 

19^;*

O) m^JA -

In the section on *hew fades oi Cowauhfallsa1 a 
separate heudAnt, on the rise oi^ Aunduaentallsm should be 

adea. amongst the Hincus these fundamentalist forces are 

^ulv SMtae Viehva hlndu Parishad and Hajreng Dal. JUMKgS* 

the SIM there aimranjlt Singh Menn and his group and 

amongst the Muslims, the Janalt Ideal* I a lamia sew a blngh 

(Kerala) and «4ny orgenls anions in Kashmir. These orgs® 

nisutions are not only communal bat are fundamentalist, te 
have seen in Punjab the havoc played by tne fundamentalist 

forest led by jhindrsnwala na in Kashmir we ©re seeing 
what havoc they ©re playing. Deeolitin of J bri Masjid, 

burning down oi Charar Sharif slid now what is happening 

in Varanasi and Mathura ere all cue to rise in fund ament al- 

isQ • Fiore over the future progPaiawos cl ynp, rf.u. i.®o. 

are also in the same direction.
The rise oi iun- aauntalism is grave dagger to the 

secular polity of Indit.

(- ) *
After the section "New races of c©»aunalism» @nd 

before Uxe section •kgM of Pt-nchyats* n new section should 

be inserted -at the "Dangers oi TerrerllMi md bep:ratism*. 

fnou^ rer-orlam Md Sep hat Suheldod

in Fu jtb but In Kashsir, in North Kash nd in I'aulln&du A
Cont-P-



where the birth of an openly rro-L.T.T.K, party MDMK ana 

how ETTE people are openly doing propaganda tnere, even 

In Punjab simranjeet Singh Mann and his group is still 

raising the slogan of Khallstan*~ xx^
There is grave danger to the unity ana integrity 

01 India from terrorist and separatist forces backed by 

Pakistan*

In the international arena terrorism is
b Ing considered to be a big danger ana all governments 

are becomin increasingly conscious about it*

Though the situation in north East and Kes air has 

been separately dealt with in the draft political resolution 

I propose a separate section on terrorism and separatism 

ana dangers it poses to the unity ana Integrity at India 

should be included*

In the section "struggle for social Justice" there 

is a p*r& (4th on page 18)about"struggle eg.inst Casteism 

and the caste systeu*”

I feel this is not enough and the danger of casteisa 

has been underestimated* struggle lor Social Justice is one 

thing but the rise in casteism in the recent period is playing 

havoc with our class struggles and the unity of the poor 

of all religions an. castes. Even among the employees 

caste based unions and associations are sprinin, up posing 

a danger to working class unity*
Hence the dangerous rise oi castelsm should be 

properly highlighted in a separate section ana a call fox’ 

struggle against it should be given.

conta—3



*) ¥^9.2^
Before the section ’Center ox corruption end 

crimlnalisatlon oi Politics" there Should be a separate 

section on degeneration oi all moral cultural ana ethical 

XX* values in every field" of life

5) somewhere in the resolution we should point out the 

lack of work culture especially amongst the government 

employees and public sector employees, XX we are hoping 

to share power at the centre cr even otherwise* this 

lack of work culture is going to do immense harm to our 

M economy as well as to f^nct ionin of government depart­
ments. we may do it guardedly but we oust do it.

6) Somewhere in the resolution a separate section on 

"lack of social Security in general and especially in the 

informal sector* shoulu be highlighted. Amongst JI7 million 

work force, according to 1991 census 290 millions are in 

the unorganised and informal sector which have now even 

the minimum social security cover, uven in the organised 

sector we have no old a^e* invalidity and survivors* pension 

scheme* unemployment benefit scheme or Family Allowances 

Scheme* Apart from these the ^utstlogs of proper housing, 

sanitation* environment am minxmum wages which are muss 

no considered a part of social security, also must be 
taken up*

Unfortunately in India neither the Trade Unions nor 

the political Parties even the left do not take up this 

most vital question in a big way although maxi.au® unity 

c;n be brought up on this question and the gains of social 

security though fought by organised sections, benefits the 

vast mass of unorganised work-force.

we must tsk for a comprehensive social security echoes 

for all the citizens but especially for the working class 

both in the formal ana informal sectors *

c onto—4



Such a demand should also be Included.

Page 28—^0 in the section on Minimum programme ana 
Tashs. r

7» Page (1) The tnirv para does not seem to beet♦

6. Page 8, 4th Para, the strength of BJP is over estimated 

The four states where sJP is in paver include Delhi which 

is a city state. The 3 States where it is official oppo- 

siti n, the number ©X their MLa coopered to the total 

strength of these states Assemblies is smal • This 

numbs and total number of MLa in these States should 

be given on page 16, 1st para alongwith hast ana south 

tor North i.e. Punjab, Haryana, Himachl, J.&.K. etc. 
should he also be included.

9. Page 24—25 A.P.I.—g.P.m. Relation) In this section 
we should state some facts e.g. cm refusal to form a 

left Government in ulhar ana andhra Prauesn where we 

could get the official Jb aaersnip of opposition. .similarly 

dur^nL Satyugrah in the whole country, but no Satyugrah 

in west uen al. similarly foreign investment and 

multinationals are danger to our country but are welcome 
in west Bengal.

This is to request yo^to Xi circulate those 
amendments well in advance.

It is also requested that all amendments 

Xhohlu received upto 15th September 1995 should be 

circulated to txae State Committees ana delegates by 
speed post.

With warm greetings,

Yours sincerely,

(PaKDuMa^ SliOi) 
Member

Punjab state Executive G^al



RECEIVED
For............ ...................... on

2 9 NOV 1995
A. L T. U, C.
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1995,

Dear Ms. Kumud Choudhary,

Thank you very much for your 

message of greetings. I wish the same 

you and to Shri Ashwani Chaudhary..

^ith regards,

Ms. Kumud Chaudhary, 
Pratibimb Communications, 
37, Sehyog Apartments, 
Mayur Vihar, Phase-i, 
Delhi - 91.

Yours fraternally, 

<
(A. B. riARDHAN)



October 28,1995,

Dear Shri Aggarwal,

Thank you for your k&Ud letter. 
You are right.

It is less question of congratula­
tions and more the question of sympathysing 
for the extra burden that will have to be 
carried. However, with your good wishes 
I hope to do the best I can.

With greetings.

Yours fraternally,

(a» b, bardhan)
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EMBASSY OF CUBA
NEW DELHI

New Delhi, Oct uber 15. 1 995

Co. M. Bardhan
Sec. Gral. AITUC

Dear friend.

My stay in India will come to an end shortly. 
However I would not wish to leave without conveying 
to my most cherished relations -amongst which I 
include you- my deepest satisfaction and 
appreciation for the always pleasant and enriching 
conversation that characterized our meetings.

I hope this letter to be just a "See you soon" rather 
than a "Bye-Bye" one.

I wish the besbo 
as well, as the 
professional life.

if happiness for you and your family 
i success you deserve in your

With my very best regards.

Victor am 'ena



Dated: 17.10,95

-Etear Maltitai, z

As promised, I am coming on 
20th November. So please do not worry.

rhanks for year good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

AAA
( A.E^BARaiAN )

Miss Malti Ruiker
15 ” Ram Samriti " Mode ra n
Coon. Society, /
Pratap Nagar,
Nagpur - 440022*



T^STtcp : 02/09/1995

< 3JR. aMr,
Gh \ 6 MM I 

fMd<d,
RcdT Mm IMr aa

422101•

7 SEP 1995

24, Canning Lane, N.Delhi
f....TigK------«--- ' .■—
27/05/1995 Mfr aa^TT Mt,

W 10/7/1995 a^RT^M M R?RrM aMra M
* ^Mar aa mr Mt w Wil aaHi M aRW Mh

M Mt M- aar M $ war MMT Md M s^njrM jfMn w^r ^tr

I 1995 ^T Mm Mn M RgHt M M, ?qM Ml 
M M Mt Mrt M M ^ht M.

Mm M 3RiW wikhi MM ^rwhM m.^tr Mm wr W Ma. 

car M M M a^wr W M M w M Mr Mr M

Mara arar Mt w ^t ar aarM a^a M- smi M M Mr MM ar Mara 

Maia ar^ M M aa M.

ar aMd faM MarMt JMr aM M Mar 1995 w ataMr aM Marar 

Ma M-

3tM araia^d aa a^Mr, ^r MM.
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aa. aaar Mm jdarat IMr aa
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December 15, 1995,

Dear Dr. Nirmal,

Thanks for your kind invitation.

I am afraid, it will not be possible for 

me to attend your interdisciplinary seminar. I 

regret it because Nagpur University is my Alma Mater, 

and i would have liked to revisit in.

But please excuse me.

Regards,

Yours comradely,

Dr.Nirmal k. Singh, (a.B.SARDHAN)
Lecturer, 
Dept, of political science &
Public Administration,
Nagpur university Campus,
Amravati Road, 
Nagpur - 440010.



Grams : T P I

1-1-545, Gandhinagar, Hyderabad-500 020, (A. P.) 
Opp. Mosque, Mangalwari Bazar, Nagpur - 440 001, (M.S.)

Vice President : 
DEOCHAND MA&RAM

General Secretary 
Smt. VINODINI SINGH

President :
THAKUR INDRA RAJ SINGH

Telephone :7 G11756

Chairman, Advisory Council 
K. D. NEPAT RAO

Ref. No.

Bhai Bardhan
9 DEC 1995 Date : 4 *

ne&y inews of your being

elevated to the rank

My j oy s

of a Deputy of tEeC.P.i and I hope to

see you as the Chief of the Communist Party of India,

We enjoyed together our hallow days, when we were 

working in the gallis and the lanes of Nagpur where people even 

after serving them to the cost of our lives, did not value us.

And therefore in desperation I discontinued to stay 

in Nagpur and also because of the sad demise of your wife, you 

also left your own beloved people in Nagpur.

As we both know the sad conditions of the Tribals 

you will come to understand that they are the left out people. 

We have to have our representatives in the Parliament L.S. to 

see that justice is meted out to the Tribals. It is difficult 

to fight elections due to our poverty, but we can fight, for 

our people to be Nominated in Rajya Sabha. In 1977 Art. 341 (A) 

was amended and the then Home Minister Shri Bharmanand Reddy 

had said that a minor census will be taken to assess the Tribal 

population. But this was never done.

We were good friends and the friendship with you 

still is mopal.

. .2.,
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TRIBES PARTY OF INDIA
1-1-545, Gandhinagar, Hyderabad-500 020, (A. P.) 

Opp. Mosque, Mangalwari Bazar, Nagpur - 440 001, (M.S.)

President :
THAKUR INDRA RAJ SINGH

Vice President : 
DEOCHAND MASRAM

General Secretary 
Smt. VINODINI SINGH

Chairman, Advisory Council
K. D. NEPAT RAO

Ref. No. — :3s— Date :

I have a desire to contest an election for the

Member of Parliament from Ramtek/Nbrshi Parliamentary Consti­

tuency from where you contested against Ram Hedau.

Please come and see me at Hyderabad if you find time

or let me know your programme as we will have the renewed 

aspirations to serve the people before both of us die. Try 

to understand me as I am a man of violence.

Advise me whether I should contest the Parliamentary

Elections from Ramtek/Morshi Parliamentary Constituency or not 

You are most welcome to come to me at Hyderabad. I would like 

to see your face at this old age. You can speak to me on my 

number 7611756 at Hyderabad.

Mr. Indrajeet Gupta loves you dearly. I need not say

that you love the downtrodden. Give me an opportunity to serve 

the downtrodden along with you. Mrs. Vinodini Singh is happy to 

find you as the Deputy Chief of the C.P.i. She prays for you 

and says your victory is the victory of the Tribals, and we are 

with you

I am writing this letter from Deochand Masram’s house in 
Nayi Basti, Deochand also is sending his best wishes to you.
We all wish you a Happy New Year 1996.

Your Loving, Friend 

'(INDRA RAJ SINGH)



Cable ■ "AITUCONG"
FAX: 91- 33 86 427 TIL; 33 87 320

ALL I ND la. TRADE

President ~ 
Gen. secy.
Dy. Ge n. se c y.

24, Canning Lane,

: M. S.KRISHNAN ~
: A. H. BARDHAN
: B.D. JOSHI

UNION CONGRESS
N.Delhi-1.

December 28, 1995,

CIRCULAR
TO

The General secretary,

Dear Comrade,

The CITU has invited other Central Trade Unions and 
industrial feneration to a seminar on January 15, in Delhi on 
pension Scheme.

, , refuse this to ignore it would be misunderstood
by workers. Ne have therefore accepted the invitation.

1 q ThS AirUC and industrial federations close to it 
sho ul ci c ho rs f o rs a t bp n h 44- -r-tore attend r. On January 14, we shall meet 
separately 3O as to clear up and coordinate our views. This 
moecrng on January 14, will be at the alTUC office from 2 p.m

Dou must positively attend on January 14, and 15 
from your federation.

Greetings,

Yours fraternally,

(A. B.BARDHAN)
Encl: CITU invitation.
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2 0 JAN 1996

PRESIDENT
A. B. BARDHAN

PRATAP NAGAR NAGPUR-440 022 PHONE :y521932

PATRON
VASANT SATHE

■OTT1CE : 15 “RAM SMRITI" MODERN CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

F RECEIVED
RUIKAR BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE

[ tor

;124, Canning Layy N.DeJhj^ 3

GENERAL SECRETARY
MALTI RUIKAR



FAT RO Pi
VASAHT SATHE

RUIKAR BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE
OFFICE : 15 "RAM SMRIT1" MODERN CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

PRATAP NAGAR NAGPUR-440 022 PHONE : ^21932

The Chairman,,
Maharashtra State Electricity Board, 
Bandra
Bombay - 400 051.
Dear Sir,
Recently, a book, written on Dnyaneshwari by a 
Veteran trade union leader of Nagpur, Kamgar 
Kesari late Shri. R.S.Ruikar was published in 
Nagpur by Ruikar Birth Centenary Celebration 
Committee. I am sending herewith a copy of 
the book.

PRESIDENT
A. B. BARDHAN

GENERAL SECRETARY
MALTI RUIKAR

Since the book is written by a trade union 
leader, we would request you to kindly 
purchase copies of the book for your workers' 
welfare centres in Maharashtra. The centenary 
Committee would abide by the terms of Board 
for purchase of books.
Awaiting your favourable decision.
Kind Regards and best wishes for the New Year.

REC
For.....

1VED
............. on Yours faithfully,

’ 2 .AN 1996

24, Cann n< r Lane, N.Delhl-

(MALATI
General

RUIKAR) 
Secretary

Copy with compliments to :
1) Com. A. B. Bardhan, 

General Secretary, 
Maharashtra State Electricity 
Workers Federation,

Board

Nagpur.
2) Shri. Mohan Sharma,

Working President,
Maharashtra State Electricity Board 
Workers Federation,
Nagpur.



January 2, 1996/

Dear Shri Aditya Nigam,

Sorry I am late in writing the Article 

as you desired for the Lokayan Bulletin. I am 

enclosing it. I think it is not exceeded 

4000 words. Please acknowledge the receipt.

With greetings.

Shri Aditya Nigam, 
Lokayan, 
13, Alipur Road, 
Delhi - 110054.

Yours sincerely

AAA"
(A. B. BARDHAN)
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From: com, s. Augustine 
Mumbai, 
12th March 1996.

Dear Com. Bardhan, 
General Secretary, 
AITUC, 
24, Canning Lane, 
New Delhi-110 001.

I have received your itas letter dated 9th March 1996, 
enquiring about my health. There are Commreds who are 
taking noted about the health of commereds, which 
in olden days © every commereds was concerned about 
the well being of the other commereds includina 
About their health.
I was moved by your said letter. a«dx Doctors who had 
exmined and investigated me as has informed me that 
there is a infection in the lungs and a treatment has 
already started. Slight improvement is there.
With kind greetings.



February 1, 1996,

Dear Shri Simitabh Maitra,

This is to acknowledge your letter, 
dated 5th January’96, along with the enclosure.

I fully agree with you that there is 
distortion of history in text books. As you 
rightly pointed out, even the Left Front Govt, 
of West Bengal has not taken proper care of 
this matter. Our friend Prof. Gautam Chatopadhyay 
as you know is an authority on history. I am 
therefore, sending your letter and enclosure to 
him for his suggestions after which I assure you, 
we will see what steps can be taken.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

(A.B.BARDHAN)£hri Amitabh Maitra, 
321, Halisahar, 
Station Road, 
P.O. Nabanagar, 
Dist. 24 Parganas (N)

A
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To

The General Secretary 
Communist Party oflndia 
Ajoy Ghosh Bhawan
15, Ko tI a Ma r g
New Delhi _ 110 qq -j

^RECEiVE?
For.........

- 9 APR 1996
C. P. I.

Ajoy Bhavan, 15 K .
New Dath:

Respected Sir,

By now, the detrimental effects of the Employees'Pens ion 
Scheme which was compulsorily enforced by way of an 
Ordinance, are well known to all right-thinking citizens 
oi the count ry .

Government
when the Bill 
and again in

wa s
ed to seek approval of the Parliament

st introduced in Parliament in 1993, 
the winter session of Parliament in December, 

1995, and again in the special session of Parliament . 
',v C a 11 a s just concluded. On account of the wide spread 
opposition to the Scheme when it was first introduced, it 
nad been shelved and the Government had not tried to 
it passed, for nearly two and half years. After the
Ordinance was promulgated in October 1995 making the Scheme 
compulsorily effective from November 16

get

urgency as one of the reasons for 
Or d i nance wh i Ie the Bill wa s still

1 995, cI a i m i ng

it was incumben t
of the Ordinance,
to do in 
1995. A f 
replace t

on the Government 
at the ear I i est .

the Winter session of Par

the promulgation of the 
pending before P a rI iame n t, 
to pass a Bi I I approving 
This the Gove rnmen t failed

to pass the requ 
Pa rI i amd nt which

I lament in November/December 
resh,Ordinance was promulgated in January 1996, to 
ne old .Ordinance, The Government fai led ONCE AGAIN

red B 
ended

too- w lapse.
fresh Ordinance s not

■ 1 even in L11 e last session o t 
on i2th March, 1996. This Ordinance 
n the interests of workers that a 
promuI gated.

Workers all over the country have taken to the streets and 
have lodged their strong opposition to the Scheme by launching 
elective agitations protesting against the Ordinance. Workers 

across .Party lines have come togehter and have organised
MORCHAS, RALLIES, BANDHS, RASTA ROKO AND JAIL BHARO programmes 
besides countrywide INDUSiRIAL STRIKES, and have forceful ly 
expressed their deep resentment over the Government's action 
of snatching away their primary retirement benefit of Provident 
I- u n d .

The opposition to the Ordinance has also resulted in more than 
100 Writ Petitions in the various High Courts throughout the 
country. To name a few, the Madras High Court, the Calcutta 
High Court, the Delhi High Court, the Gujarat High Court,the 
Mumbai ,jgn -Oui ano ths ke-rata Bn go Court have been inundated 
w 1 ■- h s u c h petitions, and s ome of these Co urts have already 
granted injunctions staying the operation of this illogical, 
draconian Ordinance which seeks to take away the hard working 
employees' first and most important retirement benefit of 
Provident Fund.Other Hon'ble High Courts are likely to follow 
suit to enforce the protection accorded to the Provident Fund 
savings of workers by Section 10 of the Provident Funds and 
Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952.

Con t d ........... 2
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In view of the forego*ng, WE THE WORKERS OF THIS GREAT 
COUNTRY, INDIA-, REQUEST YOU TO INCLUDE THE SOLEMN 
PROMISE IN YOUR PARTY'S ELECTION MANIFESTO THAT THIS* 
REPREHENSIBLE AND DRACONIAN ORDINANCE SHALL BE SCRAPPED 
AND A MORE MEANINGFUL PENSION SHCEME BE DEVISED AND 
FORMULATED IN A MANNER WHICH WILL PROVIDE PENSION 
BENEFITS WITHOUT ENCROACHING UPON THE WORKERS' TIME- 
TESTED AND PRIMARY SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFIT OF PROVIDENT 
FUND. i

•
We sincerely hope this heartfelt appeal of the working 
class shall be reflected in your Election Manifesto so 
as to assure the workers and their families that your 
Party truly has their interests at heart.

Yours faithfully,





SPEAKER LOK SABHA

7 June 1996

wniia jrait

Shri Vardhan
General Secretary, AITUC, 
Opp. Hotel Meridian, 
Janpath, 
New Delhi.

RECEIVED
For ............................... on

1 3 JUN 1995

A. I. T. U, C.
24, Canning Lane, N.Delhi.

Dear Shri Vardhan ji,

Hhank you for your letter congratulating me on my election as 
Speaker, Luk Sabha.

Your greetings and best wishes will go a long way in enabling 
me to discharge this onerous responsibility.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(P.A. San
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