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References to the I,L.0s

The Hindu of 6-12-1934 publishes & communicue issued by this
Office on 30-~11»1934 summarising the address delivered by ¥Mr. H.B.
Rutler at the 54th annual session of the American Federation of

Jabour,
* 3* ®*

The Servant of India, Yoona, dated 29~11~34 publishes an

the Indian legisla?ures by the Keport of the Joint Parlismentary
Committee. The zizzimont concludes With & parsgraph on Interna-
tional Agreements in which the situstion with regard to ratifica-
tion of International Labour Conventions under the contemplated
Federal Goveranuwent is discussed,
* % #*
The Indiean lLabour qurn;l, Negpur, of 2.12-1954 publishes
the same article by kr. N.k.Joshl, in the course of which reference
is made to the posltion with regard to ratification of International
labour Conventions.
#* 3 *
- Mr. Joshi's article 1s reproduced in the December 1964 issue
of the Union Herald, rombay and in the issue dated 3-12-34 of
ILabour Times, Naaras.
* * %
The Hindustan Times of 18-12-19354 publishes an article from
a special correspondent on the position 6f labour under the contem~
rlated Federal'Constitution'and the situation with regard to rati-
fication of International labour “onventions.

i€ : *® *®




The Hindustan Times of 14-12~34, the Times of Indisa of
15-12-34, the Amrita Bazar Patrika of 16-12-54, the Statesman and
National €all of 17-12-34, and the leader of 23-12-34 publish the
report of a lecture on the International Labour Organisation and
India's international labour relationships cdelivered by Mr. N.M,
Joshi % under the auspices of the ieague of Nations Indian Bureau
at Bombay on 1lo-12-354.

# 3 *
The National Call and the Hindustan Times of 11-12-34, the
Hindu, ~ewé the Times of India and the Statesman of 12-22«54 publish
e commnique issued by the Government of India on 1l0=12~54 regarding
the subjects on the agenda énd the date of opening of the 19th
session of the Intermetional lLabour Conference to be held in 1935,
* *® 3
The National Call of 18-12-1834, the Hindustan Times and the
Statesman of 19~1Z2«34, the Times of India of 22-12-34 and Commerce
and Industry of 25-12-54 pubklish a communique sent out by this
Office through the 4Associated Press regarding the return to Genevea
of the Director of the I.L,0. from his officlal mission to the
United States and Mexico. The commnlique 1s based on & commnique
issued by the Geneva Uffice.
* % *

The Hindustan Times, and the National Call of 10-12-34
publish a summarised repoft of & representation made by the United
Provinces Chamber of Coumucrce to the Government of India (Depart-
ment of Industrises and ;qtuuf) regurding the desirabllity of
ensuring that the Indian delegations to the International “abour
Conference areAassisted by a fu;l complement of advisers.

3 ¥ #
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The Hindustan Times of 12-12-34 und the smrita Rezar rabrile
of 15-12-34 publish an Associated fress message to the effect
that the General Council of the Natioral Trades Union Federation
#g;gé meet at Nagpur on 22-12-34 and that one of the items on the
agenda wﬁgggdbe recommendation of the personnel of the Inaian labour
delegation to the 19th session of the I.:-.Conference. (The venue
of the meeting was subsequently changed to Rombay).

* % %

The Indian Ldbour Journal of 6-1-38& publishes & lengthy report
of the proceedings of the meeting of the General Council of National
Trades Upnion Pederation which met at Bombay on 24-12-34. In the
course of the report several references are made to the I.L.0z (1)
The feneral Council recorded the report subwitted by Mr. Jamnades
Mehte of the work done by him as workers' delegate to the 18th
session of the I.L.Conference. (2) The fGeneral Council recorded
i1ts approval of Nr. N.k.Joshi's action in sugzesting to the Inter-
national Federation of Trade Unions that Mr. Jamnadas Mehta should
take his place on the Governing Body of the I..L,0, at its January
(1935) meeting so as to enable Mr. Mehta to proceed with the
complaint he made against the Governyr nt of Indis with regard to hhe
application of the Geneva Convention on Hours of Work to railwaymen.
The Council arpreciated the action of the I.F.T.U. in acceding to
¥r. Joshi's request., (o) The General Council reccommended the
following persons to compose the Indian lébour delegation to the
19th Session (1955) of the I.L.Conference.

Delegates=~ 1. Mr. V.M.Ramaswamy Mudaliar, Nadras, lember of

the Geheral Council and Working Committee of the National Trades




Union Federation.

Advisersi~ (1) Mr. V.P.Kolte, Nagpur, Hon.Secretary C.P. and
Berar Wuniecipal Employees' Association, Nagpur, and member of the
general Council and the Working Committee of the National Trades
Union Federation. (2) Mr. S. Guruswamy, Madras, Assistant General
Secretar%’ﬁll-India Railwaymen's Federation,

% " "

The Hindu ‘of 25=12-54, the Times of‘India and the aAmrita Bazar
Patrika of 27-12~34, the Statesman and the Leader of 28-12-34 pubw
lish reports of the meeting of the General Council of the National
Trades Union Federation held at Bombay on 24~12-~34 at which the
general Counecil made its recommendations on the subject of the
personnel of the Indlan lébdu# delegation to the 19th session of
the I.L.Conference.

® # "

The Hindustan Times of 29=-12-34 publishes a United press
message from Bombay to the effect that ﬁhe General Council of the
National Trades Union Federation has recommended Mr. V.M.Ramaswamy
Mudaliar, M.L.C.'to be the workers'! delegate to the 19th I.L.
Conference and Messrs. Kolte and Se.Guruswamy to be advisers.

% ¥ *

The Indian labour Journal, Nagpur, of 16~12~34, publishes an
editorial article under the caption "Bridge the Gulf" in the course
of which an earnest appeal 1s made for effecting unlty in Indian
trade union'ranks. The article also makes the following remarks
on the composition of the Indian labour delegation to sessions of
the I.L;Conference and the need for nominating & bona fide workerx

as the workers' delegates-




"One of the chief items on the agenda of this meeting 1s, we
are told, the recommendation of & representative of Indian labour
to the next International Labour Conference at Geneva. In this
connection we wish to draw the attention of the Federation once
again to the necessity of recommending a worker for this role. Till
now the.practice has been to send distinguished friends of labour
a8 labour delegates to Geneva. This was not the ideal thing to
do but till now it was said that there was practically no alterna-
tive on account of the pauelty of labourers with adequate intellec=
tual and educational qualifications who could fill this role with
any degree of success. But this is no longer the case. Today
there are any number of educated workers among all sections of
labour who can be depended upon to present the case of Indian
labour and to watch 1ts interests, particularly at Geneva. In
addition, they possess the advantage of being actual workers them-
selves who knew all K about labour at first hand and may be trusted
to speak on labour questions with that intimate knowledge and
intensity of feeling which only actual workers can be expected to
have in the fullest degree. Even if they are academically inferior
to outsiders, they are vastly superior to them in this respect and
this consideration alone entitled them to be elected as the spokes=
man of labeur,

"While we are oa,Ehis subject, we would urge on the Federation
to agitate for the ineluaion of &n Adviser in the labour delegation
to Geneva which psactice has been discontinued by the Government
for some yesrs now on the score of financlal stringency. (Financial
stringeney always falls heavily on matters affecting the poor
labourers only). It is not humanly possible for one individual
to attend to all the work at Geneye unless he has the strength and
energy of a demon. When advisers are sent by other countries
and when they are included in the Indian delegation to the league
of Nations Assembly - & much less practical body indeed, there ola.
those who say that it is not a practical body at all, - we do not
see any rhyme or reason in burdening one individual with the whole
task of representing and attending to the interests of Indian
labour at Geneva., We, therefore, hope that the Federation will
pass a resolution demanding the restoration of the ola practice

in this respecth

* #* £
The printed report of the proceedings of a meeting of the
Committee of the Indian Mining Association, Calcutta, held on
21«11-34, publishes an 1tem regarding the recommendation mdde by
the Assocliation to the effect that Mr. Amritlal 0jha sﬁould be
nominated the Indiaen eﬁplojers'-delegate to the 19th session of

the I.L.Conferences




" The Times of India of 21-12-34 vublishes & news item from its
Calcuitta corresyondent to the effect that several Indian Chambe rs
of @ommerce and employers' associations have recommended Mr. H.
ialjee of Bombay as the employers' delegate to the 19th x I.L.
Conference and Messrs. K.Dutt, I.D.Varashine, P.S.3odhbans as
advisers to the employers' delegate.

# * *

The leader of 28-12-34 publishes a photograph of Mr. Hussein=-
bhoy A, laljee of Bombay who has been recommended by several
employers' &associatlions for nomination as employers' delegate to
the 19th sesslion of the I.L.Conference.

% # #*

The November 1934 issue of the lebour jazette, Bombay,
publishes &t pages 1956-~196 a report of the 68th session of the
Governing Body held 26-28 3eptember 1954. The report is taken from
the October 1954 issue of "The Ministry of Labour Gazette", London.

# * *

The same issue of the Lgbour azette reproduces the item on
the new members of the I.L.Organisation published in Industrial
and Labour Information dated 8-10-1954,

* % #*

The November 1934 issue of the Indian Post, Delhi, publishes
the communique issved on‘6-1041934 by this Office on the proceedings
of the 68th segsion of the Governing Body.

# i #®

The same issue of the Indi&n Fost contains the account of an

interview given to the Assocliated Press by Mr. N.M.,Joshi on his

return to India from dttending the 68th session of the fGoverning

0




Body. In the interview Lr, Joshi gives a brief account of the
proceedings of the 68th session and directs special attention to
the complaint lodged by kr. Jamnadas Mehta regarding the failure
of the Government of India to give full effect to the hours of
work Convention as applied to railwaymen in India,

* £ #*

The October and November 1934 combined issue of H.E.H. the
N.5,.Railway Employees' Bulletin, Hyderabad, publishes the communique
issued by this Office on 6-10-1954 summarising the proceedings of
68th session of the Governing Bedy.

* % ¥
The same issue of‘the Bulletin publishes a short note under
the eaption "Indie and the Washinoton Hours Convention."
* * *
The Planters' Chromicle of 16~12-354 reproduces the following
{tems from the October 1934 issue of the I.L.0. News Bulletin: The
68th session of the fGoverning Pody. (2).The I.L.Conference of
1955, and (5) Unemployment of Young Fersons.
* Cw #*

Federated India, Madras, of 26-12-34, publishes the following
items from the October 1934 issue of the I.L.0. News Bulletin: (1)
New Members of the I.L.Organisation . (2) The Next Session of the
I.L.Conference. (&) The Extension of International Protection to
all Workers.

| +* * *
Federated India of 12;12-34 rublishes an appreciative notice
of the recent I.L.0. publication: "Social Aspects of Industrial
Deve lopment in Japéno"

. * % #*




The Statesman of 28-12-19%4 publishes the summary of a letter
addressed to the Government of India (Department of Industries and
Labour) by ¥r. H.P.Mody, President, Employers' Federation of Indiﬁ,
regarding unfair industrial competition from Indian States, and
urging the need for ensuring uniform labour legislation for both
British India and Indian 3States. 1In the course of the letter it
is pointed out that British Indla is at a disadvantage, as compared
with Indian States, owing to the advanced labour standards which
it maintains (in mahy cases owing to ratification of International
iabour Conventions), and therefore, it should be made obligatory
for the States to bring up thelr labour legislation to the level
of the lébour legislation of British India,

3 * #*

iabour Times, Medras, dated 10~12«54 publishes the communique

entitled "The I.L.O. a;nd America" issued by this Office on 30-11-34.
% * L%

The same communique is published in Commerce and Industry,
Delhi, dated #~12~1954.

' * | * #

The Printed Excerpts ffom the proceedings of the Committee
of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce during October 1934 publishes
at page 10 the comminique issued on 5-10-34 by the Government of
India on the items on the agenda of the forthcoming 19th session
of the I.L.Conference.

* : ¥* *

The. Inaian Labour Journal of 6-1-55 publishes the report of a

meeting of the.EXecutive Committee of the All India Trade Union

Congress held at Nagpur, on 2-1—1935 under the chelrmenship of

+




of Mr. HsN.Shastri. 7The Executive Committee appointed a sub-
Committee to negotiate with the different Trade Union groups in
the country and report before the next meeting of the Executlve
Committee to be held at the time Bf the Annual session of the Trade
Union Congress on the following basis: (1) The unequivocal accep-
tance of the principle of class struggle; (2) No affiliation to
any foreign organisation. (o) ‘ne question of representation to
Geneva to be decided annually and shall be binding on the Unions.
(4) Acceptanée of the principle of one Union in each industry. (5)
Acceptance of the All India Trade Union Congress as the Central
Organisation of the Indian working class. ‘The members of the
sub-committee ares- Messrs. Hariharnath Shastri, Shibnath Banerji,
Khedgiker, Ruikar &nd Dr. Chitnis, with Nr. Rulker as the convener.,
#® * #*

During December no messages havéng reference to the I.L.O.
from Reuter or other European news agencies were published in the
papers received in this Office.

)
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National labour lLegislation.

The Bengal W%orkmen's Protection Bill, 1934:

Select Committee Report Presented. +

Reference was made at pages 18-20 of the report of this Uf.fice
for August 1954 to the decision of the Government of Bengal to
introduce in the local legislative Gouncil , the Bengal Workmen's
Protection Bill, 1934. +‘he Bill is a short one of qgir clauses and
provides that, whoever loiterfat or near any mine, dock, wharf or
jetty, railway statlon or yard or premises whereon any manufacturing
process is carried on in such manner or in such circumstances as to
afford just grounds for suspicion that he is so loitering with a
view to recover any debt from any workmen employed in such mine,
wharf, jetty, railway station or yard or rremises, shall be punished
with imprisonment, which may extend to six months or with fine or
with both. The offence is mb&de cognisable and non-bailable. No
Magistrate, other than a Fresidency Magistrate or Magistrate of First
Class, is allowed to try cases under this Act,

The Select Committee report on the Bill was duly presented on
15-12-1934,wgn1y change made by the Gommittee being that offence

under it be bailable instead of non-bailable as in the original Bill, '

(The Hindustan Times, 14-12-1934)+
m&ﬂ%l{qm, 20.1-19%¢,
Pati PP 19T~ 142,
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Unfalr Industrial Competition by Indian

States ;Plea for Uniform Labour legislation by Employems,
e

In reply to & commnication dated 21-4-1934 from the Govern-
ment of India (Department of Industries and Labour) asking the
Employers' Federation of India to supply them the data of indus-
tries in & Indian States in which industrjal development will be
feared to result In a serious set-back to the industries in BRritish
India/Mr. H.P.Mody, the President of the Federatiog)has recently
addressed a letter to Government drawing attention to conditions in
the textile, sugar, coal-mining and sericulture industries and
requesting the Governwent to take aetion to ensure that labour
leglslation and conditions of 1ts administration are identical
with those in British India and ghat the introduetion of the 54-
hour week should be effeeted as early as possible in the States.

The following are the main points raised in the letterz

Urgent Need‘for Uniform Legislation.- Mr, xody points out
that he had & Cl ; v ent 7-3=1954 regarding the
necesslty of taking early action to see that the States and British
India are pleced on an identisal footing with regard to labour
legislatlion, and had referred in that letter to the observations
made in the Report of the Whitley Commission and to the position
taken up by the lake Lord Birkenhead in a eommunication addressed
to the League of Nations on the 28th September 1927. Again in his
speeeh at the annual general meeting of the Employers' Federation
of India on April 7, 1934, at New Delhi he drew pointed attention
to the anomaly of the position with regard to the Indian States,
where eonditions of labour are inferior to those prevailing in
British India, and where, with the passing of the Factories BRill
and other legislation, the disparity would become even more pro-
nouneed. The tendency was already observable of industries seeking
a habitat in the territories of the Indian FPrinces.

Proof of Unfair Competition‘by States .- Replying to the

Governmént of Inaia's demand to be supplied with particulars
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of industries and States in which developments might be feared
whieh might result in a serious set-back to industry in British
Indi§) Mr. Mody says:

"It has taken my Federation some time to colleet the necessary
data with regsrd to conditions in the Indian States, but I am now
in a position to establish that certain industries in British India
are likely to suffer from competition from industries in the States,
both on account of their less advanced labour legislation and the
existence of other conditiomns."

] e~ The textile industry in British India,
whieh : e most seriously affected by the introduction of the
54-hour week, stands to suffer the most, because of its rapid rise
in the Indian States, where the hours of work are longer. In the
year 1919=20, there were in the Indian States only 405,000 spindles
and 8,000 looms as against 6,500,000 spindles and 109,000 looms

in British India. In 1932-33, however, the Indian States had
1,100,000 spindles and 21,000 looms as against 8,500,000 spindles
and 168,080 looms in British India. It will be seen that the rate
of expansion in British India has not been anything like so rapid
as in the Indien States. ‘This has been mainly due to the prevalenece
in the States of & lower scale of wages and taxetion and inferior
labour conditions generally.

"phdwlionr Weeke» From the information available to my Federa-
tion, &8 yét no otate has definitely undertaken to introduce the
54~hour week. Among the major States i¥® only one State 1is the
matter under consideration; in some it has not yet been considered;
and,in others, 1t is stated that the change 18 not likely to bhe
insggurated at present because of the existing trude depression.

Suger Industrye.~ Another industry which is likely to be
affected 18 tThe gar industry, although so long as the local
governments do not elassify sugar factories as perennial factories,
the question of the working hours will not affect the situation.
But the fact that the States of Mysore, Travancore, Hyderabad and
Rampur are interested in the development of the sugar industry,
anG finance factories for that purpose x or are large share-holders
in sugar companies 1in their areas, makes it more than probable
that they would not be willing to introduce, or enforce with the
gsame strictness as obtains in British India, measures of labour
legisletion wuch a&s the Factories and the Workmen's Compensation
Acts s

Coal Industry,= Regarding the coul industry, the letter draws
attentlon to € remarks made by the Hon'ble Member for Industries

and Leabour in the course of a debate in the legislative Assembly
on the 9th August last, in which he stated that the question of
any regulation of coal output in British India would be seriously
affected by the fact that a certain Indian State was capable of
considerably production and states that it would follow, therefore,
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differential legislation in the Indian States and British India
would seriously prejudice the coal miring industry as well,
particularly in view of the forthcoming iines Bill. RERAFAIRE
k3 ExX IRAUIEEPY, tRE Ixkixx dEswx ‘

Sericulturdg Industry.- Regarding conditions in this
industTy, F¥r. Mody says: " Government are no doubt, aware that the
gericultural industry of Kashmir, where it is a State monopoly,
has obvious advantages in labour costs over the industry in British
India. Now that there is a protected market for silk in British
India, the advantages enjoyed by Kashmir should be considered to
be appreclable, particularly when that 3tate possesses the right
to impose tariff duties against British Indian menufactures. I
may also mention that the Mysore State has considerable pecuniary
interests in its silk industry."

Low Standards of labour legislation.in Statesn~ The letter

next deals with the question of the non-progressive and backwerd
afa .
of labour legislation in Indian States and says:

"While some of the 3tates adopt the leglislation introduced
in PBritish Indie, considerable delay takes place before the condi-
tions are equalised. As regards the various Factories Acts and
their amendments, it is well known how the Stutes nave lagged
behind Britieh India. The Workmen's Compensation legislation of
gsome of these States is still behind that in Britlsh India, and it
is understood that the amendments already introduced in Britlsh
Indie are being only now considered by them. Moreover, some States
have only recemtly introduced such legislation, and others do not
even contemplate doing so."

Bounty-PFed State Industries.~ Referring to this aspect of

unfair competition £#rom Inuaian States, the letterx states

"rhe policies now being pursued by some of the 3tates, while
perfectly legitimate, are calculated to glve their industries a
further advantage. I have already mentioned the encouragement of
the serieulture industry in Kashmir and ¥ysore, and of the sugar
industry in Wysore, Rampur, Travancore, and Hyderabad, and I have
now to refer to the industrial policy of the Hydersbad State. This
State has sought to protect its industries by a duty of 5 per cent
against all imports of manufactures from Pritish Incia, and at the
game time has been fostering the development of large scale
jndustries by financial assistance from the 3tate Exchequer."

Industrial Policy of Hyderabad. ~The lettér refers in parti-
ecular to the drive towards induscrialisation recently initiated

by Hyderabad State and states:
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"In the Report of the Hyderabad 3tate Department of Industries
and Commerce for the Fasli Year 1538, it is mentioned that there
is ap Industrial Trust Fund of Rupees 10 millions to glve state-~ald
to industries,. In the HReport for the year Fasll 1340, it 1is stated

a3 followsim

"Hyderabad now presents unrivalleda opportunities for manu-
facturers. No income-tax is levied in the State and there 1s an
ad valorem duty of 5 per cent on all imports of manufactured articles
= (Ttis being the maximum rate allowed by treaty provisions). ....
government trust that &s the present workdwide depression passes
away, the opportunities for establishing actories in the State
will attract increasing attention......."

" In consonance with this poliey, the Hyderabad Government
has advanced large sums of money to the coal, cement, textille,
glass, tobacco, and marble quarrying 1naustr1es and it has recently
been reported that the Industrial Trust Fund will take x up a
substantial portion of the share capltal of a sugar factory to be
promoted in the State %

Plea for Uniform Labour legislation.,~- Mr., Mody's letter

concludes thus:

Ty Federation reslise the constitutional difficulties in
the way of the Government of India, but unless labour legislation
18 made uniform throughout ths country, it will not be possible
for British India to keep up the pace which has been set during
the 1last few years.,"

(The Times of India,28-12w34) .4

(-[L‘Mw..bu;;u'»tué,u; Delh. S ?‘!'&?G‘b“lﬁs,)
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v Conditions of ILabour.

Labour Conditions in Indian Mines - 1 9 3 Sf -

The Indian Mines Act, 1923, applies to British India only and
not to the Indian Statesqy As in the previous years the report
deals with the following classes of mines: coal, iron, manganese,
lead, silver, gold, tin, wolfram, chromite, copper, gems, mica,
salt, slate, lime-stone, stone,'clay and a few other minerals.

 Number of Persons Employed.- During the year 1933 the daily

average number of persons working in an xkmx and about the mires
regulated by the Indian Mines Act was 206,507, as compared with
204,658, in the previous year. The incresase was 1,849 persons, or
0.90 per cent. Of these persons, 112,365 worked underground, 41,587
in open workings and 52,565 on the surface. The numbers of men and
women, respectively, who worked underground, in open workings and

on the surface were as followed:=-

Men Women. -
1933 1932, 1933, 1932.
Undergrwnd- eseecsce 99,556 96,196 12 ,799 14 ,711
In open workings. 30,866 30,256 10,721 10761
Surface. B 40,616 39,899 11,949 12,835
Total. 171,038 166,351 35,4869 38,307

Number of Women Workers.=- The number of women employed

ﬁnderground was 12,799, or 1l1l.59 pef cent of the total number of

men and women employed underground. The percentage of women employed

¥ Tndlan Mines Act,1923, - Anmual Report of the Chief Tnspector of
Mines in India for the year ending 51st December 1933. - Delhi.
Manager of Publications,1934 - Price Rs.2 or 3s.6d. - Pp.172
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employed underground in coal mines was 13.14, as compared with 14,84
per cent in 1932, 16.81 per cent in 1951, 18.39 per cent in 1930

and 23 per cent in 1929, The statistics furnished in the report show
that the number of women employed underground is wedl below the
permissible percentage on 1lst July 1933. In many coal mines very
few women are now employed. The provincial distributibn of the women

who worked underground was af follows:-
Number of women employed underground

Province In coal In salt Total.
- mines. mines.
Bengaln LA 4,551 ce e 4,551
Bihar and Orissa. 7,292 see 7,292
Central Provinces... 846 cee 846
Punjab. L LY 110 110
Total 12,689 110 12,799 in
1935 as compared with 14,711
in 1932.

Distribution of Workers.- (Coal WMines.- The number of persons

employed in coal mines was 144,707, which is 3,782 less than the
number employed in 1932. Of these persons, 45,509 were males
employed in cutting coal, 17,845 were males employed as loaders of
soal and 25,835 were women. Under Notification No.M.1265, dated the
25th April 1933, issued by the Government of india, in the Department
of Industries and Labour, returns are now required of the number of
persons actually at work, and also of persons who should ordinarily
have been at work but were absent, on a selected day in February of
each year. The returns relate only to coal mines. According to the
returns for 1934:§he selected day in February 1934, 195,760 persons
were elther at work or were prevented from attending work. This
figure is 41,0565 more than the average number -of persons employed

in coal mines during 1935. 3ome of the more important district




7

comparisons are as follows:-

Average daily Attendance Excess over Percentage
attendance. on selected average '

day(absentees daily excess.
included) attendance.
a Coalfield. .. 60,181 75,982 . 15,801 26.3
ianj Coalfield. - .. 48,897 65,750 16,853 34.5
'a]l Provinces Coalfield. 11,161 14,240 3,079 27.6
Range Coalfield(Punjab). 1,516 2,227 711 46.9

In Other Mines.- The number of persons employed in metalli-

ferous (including mica, stone, clay and salt) mines was 61,800,
which is 5,631 more than the number employed in 1932. 50,166 were
men and 11,634 were women. Of the women 110 worked underground in

salt mines.

Average Output of Coal per Person. =-Figures showing the

average output of coal per person employed are glven below:

Tons of coal per person employed.

Underground and in Above and below ground.
open workings.

1933 1951-32 1935. 1931-32
British India. .o 174 180 125 128
Bengal and Bihar .. 178 _ 183 128 130
Assam. .o 143 117 97 86
Baluchistan: .o 50 79 48 70
Central Provinces. . 153 160 111 115
Punjab. : ') 100 89 62 56

There was a further fall in the average output of coal per
person employed. The average is the lowest since 1926. The decline
may be ascribed mainly to the lessened proportion of coal mined by
coal cutting machines. In comparing the figures with similar figures
in other countries it should be remembered that both men and women

are empioyed in Indian coal mines. In 1932 the output of coal per
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person employed above and below ground in the United Kingdom was
255 tons. In the same year, i.e. 1932, comparative figures in
certain other countries were Japan 288 tons; France 175 tons;}
Germany 514 tons; and the United States of America 669 tons.

Wage Positioni:Decline Registered.- There has been a further

general reduction in wages. 'The wages of coal miners in Jharia and
Raniganj coalfields decreased by over 10 per cent. The earnings of-
coal miners in the Giridih, Assam, Punjab and Pench Valley coalfields
fell slightly, while there was a slight increase in the wages of coal
miners in Baluchistan. The earnings of mica miners were over 17

per cent. lower, while there were slight increasejin Burme tin and
Punjab salt mines. The average daily earnings of coal miners in the
Jharia Coalfleld 1n 1933 were aboul GO per cent of what they were

in 1930.

Conditions of Work.(a) Bengal and Bihar & Orissa.- In Bengal
and Bihar and Orlissa there was an ample supply of mining labour.
There was a further reduction in the rates paid to workmen. The
weekly earnings of many miners was also adversely affected by the
fact that many collleries only worked three and four days per week
during & considerable part of the year. A number of collieries had
again to close down owing to the lack of demand for the coal produced
by them. The low price of foodstuffs to a considerable extent alle-
viated the condition of the work -people. In spite of the depressed
condition of trade the relations between employers of labour and
workmen were amlcable. At one colliery in the Raniganj coalfield '
there was a brief strike of two days duration due to a cut of one
anna per loaded tub of coal paid to miners. The general health of
persons living within the Ranigang and Jharia Mining Settlements
was on the whole satisfactory.

In the area administered by the Asansol Mines Roard of Health
concentrated efforts @t vaccination and re-vaccination, prompt iso-
lation and segregation helped greatly to check the spread of bim
disease. :

v .
The iron ore mines in the Spghbhum district were again greatly
affected by the depressed state of the market for pig iron with the
result that the number of workmen employed was a very small percente
ege of the normal. At the copree mines in the Sipghbhum district
the supply of labour -was again in excess of the demand. There were
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no strikes. <Yhere was no outbreak of eridemic disease.

At the mica mines in Chota Nagpur tke supply of labour was
plentiful. lhere were nok strikes during the year. Cholera and
small-pox were prevalent to some extent about the middle of the
year. Wages were lower than in 1932 .

At the slate mines in the Monghyr district there was a strike
early in the year of nearly two months' duration. The strike was
due to a dispute as to rates of payment.

(b) Assam., - In Assam there was a plentiful supply of labour
and wages were fairly steady. I'here were no strikes or epidemics.

(¢) Central Provinces. - In the Pench Valley Coalfield there
was some shortage of labour in the last quarter of the year. This
was partially met by recrultment from outside districts. There was
1ittle alteration in the rate of wages. There was no strikej; the
relations between labourers and employers were good. Health
conditions during the year showed some improvement over 1932. There
were distinctly fewer cases of malaria than in the previous year.
Small-pox was also less common.

(da) The Pungab.- _There was no change in the labour
conditions njab. the hereditary mining labour at Khewra

was in execess of that actually required. The system of employing
men for a limited perioda of each month and thus spreading emplgyment
reasonably equally throughout the commnity was continued at KZewra.

(e) Madras. = At the mica mines in the Nellore district
labour was plentiful and there were no strikes or epidemics, There
was no improvement in the mica industry and meny mines had to be
closed.

(f) Burma., - At the mines in the Northern Shan States worked
by the Burma Corporation, limited, therem was at no period of the
year any shortage of labour. The average daily number of employees
in all departments of the Company's activities was 10,056. There
were no strikes. The supply of labour in the Ravoy and Merguil
districts was ample. Health conditions were generally good and the
relations between workmen and employers were amicable.

Action on Recommendations of the Whitley Commlission.- As

recommended in the Whitley Report,provincial and district public
health officers have been appointed as Inspectors of mines in matters
relating to health and sénitation. The report states that much good
i1s likely to accrue from these appointments. A yearly return of the
total number of persons actually employed in coOal mines 1s now
required by regulation (4) of the Indian Coal Mines Regulations,

1926. The figures of the first return are given in the report.
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There is & growing tendency to standardise the size of tubs at many
of the more important coal mines as conditions permit. Underground
latrines have been provided at Khewra salt mines. Inspectors of
Mines are giving increasing attention to the conditions in coal
mines in respect of cleanliness and sanitation. Towards the end of
the yearlthé Governments of Bengal and Bihar and Orissa issued a
printed pamphlet summarising the recommendations made by the Royal
Commission on Labour regarding the action to be taken by employing
interests. The object of the pamphlet is to help to keep the recom-
mendatiohs of the Royal Commission before employers so that such
recommendations may be taken up when opportunity occurs.

output of Minerals; Coale.~ The total output in 1933 was

18,160,681 tons of a declared value of Rs.55,204,208. The decrease
in the output was 558,906 tons, i.e., 3.08 per cent and the decrease
in value Rs. 7,037,567, i.e., over 1l per cent. The opening stocks
in 1933 were 1,646,248 tons and the closing stocks 1,143,8911£;~5-

Coal Trade Conditions.- The prices of practically all grades
of coal contlnued to fall during the year, the sole exception being
the coalp of the Central Provinces. The average price of coal was
lowest in the Jharia Coalfield. In consequence the wages paid to
labour were extremely low and there was very little expenditure on
development and maintenance at the mines. There was a decrease of
over 300,000 tons of coal exported dudb.in parte to the fact that
less coal was taken by sea by railways in SoutHern India and Burma,
Conditions as a whole so far as the rates for the various grades of
coal are concerned were even worse than in 1932. During the year
proposals were made for a restriction of output so as to stimulate
prices. It remains to be seen whether the scheme will mature.

Coal Grading Board and ~oft Coke Cess Committee.~ The work
of the Indian Coal GCrading Board was continued during the year and
maintained the same. high standard. The quality of coal exported
was generally excellent. During the year 18,96,1556 tons of coalWtA4
exported under the supervision of the Board. The Indian Soft Coke
Cess Committee continued to carry on extensive house to house




propaganda in Northern and Western India. In order to investigate
the possibility of improving the method of manufacture of soft coke
the Committee decided to carry out research work and the investiga -
tion was entrusted to the Principal, Indian School of Mines. During
the year 823,073 tons of soft coke were despatched from the coalfield:
as compared with 756,036 tons during 1932. Out of the output for
193%, 785,284 tons were despatched from the Jharia coalfield, a
greater quantity than the whole of the output for 1932. The seams 1n
Jharia Coalfield provide the chief source of this important domestic
fuel.

Use of Electricity at Coal and Other Mines.~ The number of
coal mines using electrical energy was 120, as compared with 124
in the previous year, and the aggregate horse power employed at coal
mines decreased from 80,721 to 74,430. During the year electrical
plant was installed and brought into operation in four additional
coal mines; electrical plant was reintroduced at one mine but was
withdrawn from another mine and two mines using electricity were
amalgamated &nd seven mines using electricity were closed. Electri-
city was used at 18 metalliferous mines, as ggainst 15 mines in
1932, and 18 in 1931, and the aggregate horse power employed was
9,169 showing an increase from last year of 9.5 per cent.

Coal Cutting Machines.- The number of coal cutting machines in
use deecrease rom o 105 1.e., a decrease of 52 machines. All
the machines in use were worked by electricity. 32 machines were «
at work in the Jharie Comlfield, 70 in the Raniganj Coalfield and
3 in the Central Provinces. The decre&se in the number of machines
in use is accounted for mainly by the large number of machines
withdrawn in the Jharia and Raniganj coalfields. The chief reason
for the withdrawal of the machines i) the low price of coal and the
consequent reduction of output. A contributory course 1s a
decrease in the amount of development of work being done. Coal
cutting machines were in use in 39 mines, as against 52 mines in
1932 and the total area undercut was 6,980,646 square feet, as com-
pared with 10,017,875 square feet undercut in the previous year.

Mechanical Ventilators and Safety Lamps.- In 1935, 88 mecha-
nical Ventilators were in use, the number being 90 1n the previous
year, 21,094 safety lamps were im use in 1933 as compared with
23,593 in 1932.

Iron Ore.- The production of iron ore was 653,259 tons,
valued at Rs. 1,478,202, as compared with 673,434 tons, valued at
Rs. 1,564,504 in 1932,

Manganese Ore.,- There was a decrease of more than 39.58 per

cent. in the output of manganese ore, the figures of production

being 53,240, valued at Rs. 231,432, as compared with 88,119 tons,




2%

valued at Rs. EZEYAAWX 555,347 1in 1932. The average reported
value per ton of manganese ore produced fell from Rs. 6.07 in 1932
to Rs. 4.35 in 1933. The corresponding value in 1931 was Rs. 7.56.
The position of the manganese industry showed 1little improvement
during the year.

Rock Salt.‘- The production of rock-salt was 14%,858 tons,
as compared with 160,286 tons in the previéus year. The scheme for
placing crushed rock-salt from the Khewra mine 1n the Punjab on the
Bengal market was delayed owing to the unsuitability of the machinery
tut it is hoped soon to be able to improve the plant.

Accidents.~ During the year 1933 at mines regulated by the
Indian Mines Act, 1923, there were 142 accidents which is 21 less xR
than in 1932 and 58 less than the average number in the preceding
five years. In addition to the fatal accidents there were 655
serious accidents involving injuries to 670 peréons, as compared
with 600 serious accidents involving injuries to 613 persons in the
previous year. No record is maintained of minor accidents. The
so-called "serious" accidents reported are those m in which an injur;
has been sustained which involves, or in all probability will involve,
the permaneht loss of or injury to 4we sight or hearing or the
fracture of ény,limb or the enforced absence of the injured personx
from work for & period exceeding twenty days. 155 persons were killed
and 702 persons were serlously injured. The latter figure includes
%2 persons injured in fatal accidents. The number of persons killed
was 47 less than in 1932. 130 persons killed were men and 23 were

women. In four cases three lives, and in three cases two lives were

lost.
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causes of Accidents. - There was a reduction in the death rate

of men employed underground, while the death rate for women employed
underground was slightly higher than last year. The death rates for
persons employed on the surface and in open workings showed very
little ch&nge..The causes of the fatal accidents have been classified

as follows:-

No. of fatal Percentage of total
accidents, number of fatal
accidents.

Misadventure. e 100 70.42
Fault of deceased... 12 8.45
Fault of fellow workmen. 6 4,23
FPault of subordinate officials. 13 9.156
Fault of management. see 7 4,95
Faulty material, voe 4 2.82

- 142 100.00

Relative Importance of Causes of Accidents.- The death rate

per million tons raised at coal mines was 6.83, while that of the
preceding five years was 9.04. The death rate on the basis of out-
put was the lowest since 1905, Deaths occurring in each class of
_mines were as follows: 184 in coal mines; % in mica mines, 4 in
silver-lead mines, 10 in tin and worfram mines, 6 #in limestone
mires, 4 in stone mines, 2 in a copper mine. Six persons lost their
lives by explosibns or ignitions of firedamp; 40 by falls of roof;
44 by falls of side; 3 in shafts; 10 by explosives; 25 by haulage;
10 by other accidents underground and 15 on the surface., It will be
noted that falls of roof and sides were responsible for more than
half of the personsbkilled and that hauiage was the next most
importaht cause.

Health and Sanitation.~ (&) Asansol.~ The Asansol Mines
Board of Health held five special and ten ordinary meetings during

the year. The general health of the NMinimg Settlement was satisfacéw s
tory, the death rate being 18.2 per thousand as compared with 18.31
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in 1932. There was & decline in the infant mortality rate from
143.21 per thousand btirths 1n 1932 to 136.6 during the year. There
was no epidemic of cholera during the year, this being the second
year in succession showing absence of any epidemic outbreak. Ihere
were, however, 89 1lsolated cases with 29 deaths as against 184 cases
and 65 deaths in the previous year. The number of anti-cholera
inoculations performed was 22,493 against 48,862 in 1932. There were
247 attacks of small-pox with 33 deaths, agalnst 254 attacks with
36 deaths in 1952. Isolation and segregation and also quarantine
were enforced under the Small-pox Regulations. The Board's staff

was supported by the colliery doctors who undertook re-vaccinations
among miners and by temporary vaccinators engaged for the purpose.
Altogether 132,508 vaccinations were perfommed during the year as
compared with 77,181 during the previous year, About one-third of
the total population of the Mining Settlement was protected by this
measure .

The maternity and infant welfare scheme was in charge of a
Lady Syperintendent. There are three welfare centres each in charge
of a ﬁ&ained health visitor and three mldwives for free maternity
service in the coalfield. Health and Baby welfare celebrations
were organised in seven different areas by the Asansol Health and
Baby Welfare Society in collaboration with the Mines Roard of Health.
The leprosy department was reorganised with two leprosy officers
eaeh in cherge of two clinlics. Two more c¢linics were managed by a
group of colliery doctors and subsidised by the Board. The anti-
leprosy campaign received a stimulus by the constitution of a Leprosy
Relief Association conslisting of 12 dividional organisations with a
central leprosy Board representing various interests in the coal-
field. Health propaganda was in charge of an officer who toured
the Mining Settlement throughout the year and delivered lantern
lectures in the collieries and villages.  The malaria department
was x® reconstituted with one whole time malaria officer. The health
of school children was supervised by & school medical officer while
the sanitary staff dellvered & course of lectures on health subjects
in the primary schools.

(b) Jharia.-~ During the year the Jharia Mines Board of Health
held thirteen ordinary, six special meesdwmzs and seven Joint meetings
with the Jharia Water Roard. The estimated population of the Settle-
ment was 535,504 persons. The death rate was 15.34 per 1,000 as
compared with 15.68 in the previous year. There were 119 p cases of
suspected cholera and 29 deaths as compared with 130 cases and 33
deaths in the previous year., On the collieries the number of deaths
from cholera was 7 as compared with 11 in the previous year. There
were 960 cases of suspected small-pox with 79 deaths as compared
with 772 cases with 20 deaths in the previous year. Many samples of
food were analysed in the Board's laboratory and prosecutions were
ordered in all cases of adulteration. <here was no improvement in
respect of housing during the year; owing to the depressed state of
the coal trade very little new construction work was entered upon
but the condition of the existing accommodation was maintained. The
Board's maternity and child welfare scheme was also maintained up
to the usual standard. There was considerable activity in anti-
leprosy work throughout the Jharia coalfiedfl
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During the year provincial and district medical officers of
health throughout British India were appointed as Inspectors of ,
Mines. These appointments will undoubtedly prove of great assistance
to this department in the work of raising the standard of health and
sanitation in the various mining districts,

(The Report on the Working of the Indian Mines Act for the
year 1938 is reviewed at pages 20-26 of October 1932 Report and
for the year 1932 at pages 3535-40 of November 1933 Report of this

office).

Factory Administration in India,1933%

Changes in law.- The Indian Factories Act remained unchanged
during The year. The Factories Bill mentioned in the Note for
1932, has since been passed by the Indlan kmxkxiakmmx Iegislature,
as the Factories Act, 1934, and will come into force oan the 1st

Jermuary 1935.

Number of Factories.- The total number of registere‘,racteries
inereased Irom 9,451 tO 9,558, The number actually working includ-
ing 201 notified under section 2(3)(b) of the Act, was 8,452 of
which 3,933 were perennial and 4,519 seasonal. The percentage of the
registered factories working during the year was thus 88 .4 as against
87.4 per cent in the mreceding year. The number of new factories
reglstered was 456 and the number struck off the registers 329
giving & net increase of 127 as compared with 198 in 1932, The
increase in the nuwber of factories actually working was 211 and
this was distributed over all'the major provinces except the Central
Provinces and Burma where there were decreases of 8 and 6, respective.
ly. There was a net decrease of 63 in the number of factories on
the reglster in Burmaj; this was due to a careful scrutiny of the
registers, and the delesion of the entries relating to factories
which were closed and seemed unlikely to reopen. A notable feature
of the year was the decline of Bombay City as the chief centre of
the textile industry and the expansion of that industry in Ahmedabad
where several new mills were opened. 30 new sugar factorles were
registered in the United Provinces and 10 in Bihar and Orissa. The
total number of sugar factories in all provinces has increased from
166 to 213. In the Punjab 63 new factories were registered includ-
ing 13 cotton ginning factories, 5 sugér mills, 8 hosiery factories,
and 9 foundries established mainly for the manufacture of sugar-cane

¥ 3Statlistics of Factories subject to the Indlan Factorles Act

(XIT of 1911) for the year ending December 31st,1933 together with

a note on the working of the Factories Act during the year - Publishw
ed by order of the Government of Indla. -—_Jabdished by the Manager
of Publications, Delhi.-1934-Price Re.l-12-0 or 3s. =pp. 34
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erushers. Several new rice mills were registered in the Central
Provinces and Burme and the printing and book-binding industry showed
noticeable progress in Madras and Bombay. On the other hand a

number of rice mills and oil mills in Bengal, indigo factories in
Bihar and Orissa and saw mills in Burma remained closed during the

yeare.

Classification of Factories.- Out of the 8,452 factories
actuallyw working during the year, 3543 were owned by Government or
Local Funds, 513 were textile factories, 631 engineering concerns,
139 minerals and metal works, 3,322 food, drink and tobacco
factories of which, 1,562 were rice mills and 980 tea factories,
438 concerns dealing with chemicals, dyes etc., of which 237 were
oil-mills, 385 paper and prin g factorles, 368 wood, stone and
glass factorles of which 152°3aW mills, and 2,172 gins and presses.
As in previous years, Bombay Presidency had the largest nymber of
factories ~ 1,610, followed by Bengal with 1,528, Madras,l1,503, Burma
with 942, the Central Provinces and Berar with 735, Assam with 649,
the Punjab with 576, the United Provinces with 476 and Bihar and
Orissa with 289, Industrial activity in other provinces was, as
usual, very slow,

Number of Operatives.- There was a further decline of
16,499 In the average delly number of operatives employed during the
year, the figures being 1,403,212 for 1953 and 1,419,711 for 1932;
but if the 10,767 workers employed in five mills in Bombay which
closed down towarde the end of the year and failed to submit returns
are taken into account, the decrease becomes almost negligible. The
mbst marked decreases were in Bombay (35,010, or 24,243 if the
10,767 workers referred to above are included) and Burma (4,145).
Noticeable increases occurred in Madras (4,815), the United Provinces
(9,219) end Bihar and Orissa (6,739) due partly to slightly improved
trade conditions and partly to the establishment of new factories,
principally sugar factories, which gave employment to over 15,000
additional workers. The jute mills in Bengal showéd & further drop
of 7,697 in the number of persons employed, but this was more than
counterbalanced by the increase in the number of operatives in
other industries. The number of operatives employed in the cotton
textile industry fell from 397,558 to 562,027, the principal decline
being in Bombay and the Central Provinces.

Distribution by Provinces. = The distribution of factory
workers by provinces was as follows: - Madras - 137,775; Bombay =
354,637 (excluding the approximate number of 10,767 persons employed
in 5 mills from which annual returns could not be obtained); Benga&-
455,018§ the United Provinces - 112,693; the Punjab -47,972; Burma -
M8x 86,433; Bihar and Orissa - 72,254; the Central Provinces and
Berar - 61,781; Assam - 44,309; North-West Frontier Province -
1,312; Baluchistan - 2,518; Ajmer-Merwara - 13,259; Delhi - 11,726;
and Bangalore and Coorg - 1,725. -
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Distribution of lLabour by Industries.- (1) Government and
Local Fund ractorlies - 115,682 (railway workshops, 57,070; Ordnance
Factories - 15,886; printing presses - 12,592; engineering (genesal)
6,974); (2) Textlle Factories - 627,761 (cotton spinning, weaving
and other cotton factories, 360,424; jute mills, 257,175); (3)
Engineering Factories - 115,133 (Railway workshops, 48,7823 general
engineering, 28,690; ship-building and engineering, 11,768); (4)
Minerals and Metals - 44,671 (Iron and steelsmelting and steel
rolling mills, 23,726; petroleum refineries, 10,791); (5) Food,
Drink and Tobacco - 211,515 (rice mills, 72,953; tea 57,063 sugar,
49,545); (6) Ghemicals, Dyes etc. - 45,219, (matches, 135,637; oil-
mills 11,824); (7) Paper and frinting -30,962 (printing, book-binding
etec, %E&X 23,785; paper mills, 5,944); (8) wood, stone and glass =
35,258 (saw mllls, 12,662; bricks and tiles, 8,559; cement, lime
and potteries, 5,280; glass, 5,005); (9) Gins and Presses - 160,795
(cotton ginning and baling, 129,235; jute presses, 51,455); (10)
8kins and Hydes. - 5,975; (11) Miscellaneous - 10,161 (rope and
rope works, 3,752).

(The above figures indicate the distribution of factory popu-
lation by industries. The figures within brackets indicate the
number of workers 1n some of the important industries under each
general heading).

Women a&nd Children in Factories. - There was a further fall
i1n the number of women and children employed. During the year udder
review, the number of women and children employed were 216,837 and
19,091 respectively as against 225,632 and 21,783 respectively in
1932, there by representing a fall of &X 3.9 per cent in the case of
women and 12,3 per cent in the case of children.

The percentage of women and children to the total factory
population, excluding the operatives in certain mills in Bombay for
which figures are not available, was 15.4 and 1.4 respectively as
against 15.9 and 1.5 in 1932. 1In 1929 the number of women employed
in factories in Bengal was 77,966, 54,670 being employed in jute
mills alone. In 1933, the total figure was 56,955, and the figure 8
for jute mills 37,337. There was a marked decrease in the number
of women employed in factories in Bombay. Small increases occurred
in Madras (977) and the Punjab (690). ©No noteworthy variations
occurred elsewhere. The number of children employed decreased in
all provinces. The gradual disappearance of children from the jute
mills in Bengal continues; the number employed in 1935 was only
1,134 against 1,515 in 1952 and 26,474 in 1925,

Hours. of Work.- =~ ThE XPOXINEIXARX xkAEXixkizx Xn xEgardximxy
bourxs IOITAAFXXANEXIRKEXXAIxXArExExkikiisd in Sxxtmxmmmx The normal
weekly hours were generglly § Iye posption is summarised
in the table below:~ Foxeen el ra

wgse&qhéﬁnuﬁf—are1-t-ﬂh“1? ‘Lcualcbuté;-"
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Not above Between Between
48. 48 & 54. 54 & 60,
Perennial.
For men e oe 55 17 48
For women .o .o a7 18 45
Seasonal,
For men .o oo 24 8 68
For women 0 oo 51 7 62

The percentage of factories which fixed thelr memimmm hours for
children at not more than 30 per week weré 35 (perennial) and 46
(seasonal); the corresponding figures for the preceding year being
30 and 49 respectlvely. .

Enforcement of Employment Provisions. - Te Bengal report
observes that both employers and employed have little compunction
in disregarding the labour provisions of the Act if it suits their
purpose to do so. In the Punjab, bogus registers have been used as
a means of evasion, ard 1t is believed that operatives in seasonal
factories are considtently overworked. 1In the Central Frovinces
also abuses in seasonal factories were revealed by surprise inspection
but perennial factories with few exceptlons continued to be puncti-
lious in observing the rules regarding hours of employment and
kolidays. ‘

wages .- In most provinces the wages of both skilled and
unskilTed labour are reported to have fallen. In Bombay several
strikes in individual rills occurred owing to cuts in wages or rates,
and in some cases cuts were effected without giving rise to strikes.
The low rates of pay 1n seascnal industries have been maintained 1in
most areas in the Rombay Presidency although in Sind, where the supply
of labour in some centres 1s stated to be less than the demand,
there has been & slight increase, partly owing to the exten®ion of
cotton growing areas and partly through the prevalence of malaria,
In Bengal a special investigation was made into the rates of wages
paid to industrial workers and other workers in the province on the
lines of a previous inquiry made in 1927. The resultant statistics
have been published in the provincial report on the administration
of the Indian Factories Act for 1933. The investigation covered
27 of the principal industries. The FPunjab report mentions the
growth of the system of employing workers through labour contractors
which involves the payment of a certain proportion of the wages
earned by the workers, amounting in some instances to as much as
25 per cent, as commission to the contractors. The Local Government
have directed the Inspector of Factories to report any extension of
trhis most undesirable system.
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Accident Statistics.- The recorded accidents show an incresase
under all heads, the total being 18,709 as compared to 18,127 in
1932, Fatal accidents increased from 162 to 194, serious accidents
from 3,513 to 9,776 and minor accidents from 14,452 to 14,739. The
incidence of all accidents per 100,000 operatives has increased from
1,277 in 1952 to 1,355 in the year under report. The Railway work-
shops have continued to be responsible for a large percentage of the
accidents, but this 1s mainly due to a more organised system of
reporting and to the liberal leave terms granted to injured workmen.
The development of new 1ndustries in Bombay and the sudden expansion
in the United Provinces and Bihar and Orissa of sugar factories
using heavy machinery and employing untrained labour have added to
the number of accldents. The steel industry in Bihar and Orissa
maintained the progressive improvement shown each year since 1929,
the inclidence of accidents being 6.54 per 100 employees as against
6.72 in 1932 and 7.56 in 1931.

Safety work.- Satisfactory progress in safety measures is
reported. JSeveral safety committees are working successfully in
Bombay especially those in the R.I.M.dockyard, the G.I.P. Railway
workshops, the Bombay Electric Supply and Transport repair shops
and the New Swadeshi Mill at Ahmedabad. In Ahmedabad more than
20 mills heve set up safety committees, and a mill with a particularly
strong committee was able to secure a rebate of 25 per cent on its
workmen's compensation insurance premium. Safety committees were
established in 15 faetories in Bihar and Orissa and a notable advance
was m8de in the schemes for the improvement of electrical equipment
with a view to the reduction of accidents in the Tatanagar ATeas.

In Rengal special attention was directed during the year to the
dangers connected with hydro-extractors used in laundries and hosiery
factorles, to the guarding of jute mill machinery, and to the
structural soundness of factory buildings.

‘ Housing.- Three more factories in Madras provided housing
accommodation for their operatives during the year under report,

thus bringing the total number of such factories to 277, In Bombay
improvements are reported in thp Surat and Nawapur areas in the
provision of accommodation for labourers in gifgning factories. 1In
Ahmedabad several housing schemes were in progress, and provide
examples of much improved accommodation for workers, but hardly

touch the fringe of the housing problem in that city. Housing and
welfare schemes in Bengal were confined almost entirely to jute

mills and a few other wéll organised concerns,while the majority of
factory-owners take no active interest in matters of this kind.
Generally, such improvements as have been made in Bengal in connec-
tion with housing accommodation during the year have been confined

to extensions of or alterations to existing housing, and the provi-
sion of bathing or drinking water. There has again been a large
increase in the number of quartersyp provided for workmen in the

United Provinces; altogether 1,247 additional gquarters were constructe
ed in 22 districts during the year. A large proportion of these




have been built by new sugar concerns. The Cawnpore Improvement
Trust built 131 quarters of which 99 have been purchased by & local
cotton mill and the Municipal Board for the housing of their employees
The remainder are to be sold to individual workers on & 12 year hire-
purchase system, the instalment being Rs.6 per mensem as compared
with an ordinary rent of Rs.5 for similar accommodation. In the
Punjab and Delhi satisfactory progress is reported. In the Punjab,
accommodation for the permanent staff is commonly provided at new
fectories, and both there and in Delhi the housing &t the factory is
much xp superior to that obtainable by workers elsewhere. The Central
Provinces and Purma reports show that owing to trade depression
little progress in the provision of housing was made.

Health of Operatives and Welfare Work,- The health of factory
employees in all provinces is reported to have been normal or good
throughout the year and there was no dislocation of industry anywhere
on account of epidemics. A Sanitary Inspector was appointed 1in the
Western India Match Factory at Tiruvottiyur (Madras) to be in special
charge of the anti-malarial campaign. A medical officer has been
appointed at a new factory established in Bombay for the manufacture
of lead accumulators. Owing to trade depression, welfare work did
not show marked progress anywhere, but welfare activities have
generally been maintained. The creches (now numbering 104) estab-
1ished in the factories of the Bombay FPresidency have been of great
benefit and there has been a general rise in standards during the
last few years. Health exhibitions were held in several mill .
compounds which were attended by large numbers of employees and thegr
wives. 1In Bengal welfare work was generally confined to the
improvement or extension of work already in progress - for example,
additions were made to some medical and welfare staffs, and facilities
for recreation were improved. In the United Provinces the existing
welfare work was continued and specisl mention is made in the report
of the activities of the British India Corporation and Messrs. Begg,
Sutherland and Company. No new schemes were started in the Punjab
or the Central Provinces but existing activities were well maintained.
Creches do not appear to be popular with the operatives in the latter
province. The Delhi Cloth and General Mills continued to be specially
prominent in the matter of welfare work during the year.

Convictions under the Act. ~ The number of convictions obtained
during the year for olfences under the Factories Act was 1,325 as
against 906 in 1932. Seasonal factories were responsible for 726
convictions and perennial factories for 699. The increase is shared
by all provinces except Burma and Bihar and Orissa. The care with
which use of the general sections of the Factories Act is made is
shown by the high proportion of convictions obtained to prosecutions
instituted.

Inspections. =- The number of factories inspected during the
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year was 7,287, being 86 per cent of the factories actually working.
The percentage of perennial and seasonal factories inspected to the
total number of such factories was 93 and 80 respectively as against
96 and 87 in the preceding year. No factory remained uninspected
in the Central Provinces and in the minor administrations. In Burma
and Assam, inspections were not so compléete as in other provinces.
In Burma the question of increasing the staff engaged in factory
jnspection is under the consideration of the local Government. The
Act was satisfactorily administered throughout the year in all
provinces.

(The Administration of the Factory Act in India for the
year 1932 is reviewed at pages 16-24 of the December 1935 report
of this O0ffice.)s *

v’

Workmen's Compensation Ordinance,1934,Ceylon,Passed.

It is reported that the Ceylon 3tate Council has passed the
third reading of the Workmen's Compensation Ordinance. The Ordinance
which is modelled largely on the Indian Act, embod}es certain
recommendations made by the Whitley Commission. That embraces
public servants and private employees on ﬁages not exceeding Rs.300
monthly and includes daily pald workmen in the benefits. Provision
for compensation is also made for those employed in training or
keeping race-horses which is classed as = "particularly hazardous"

occupation.

(The Statesman,l14-12-1934),

(A copy of the Worlkmen's Compensation Bill,Ceylon, was
forwarded to Geneva under our Ref. A.8/859/34 dated 26-4-1934).+
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Working of the Yorkmen's Compensation Act in Mysore,1933-34. .

According to the report of the Commissioner for Workmen's
Compeg;tion in Mysore State for the year 1955-34ythere were in all
2,301 cases of injuries by accident in respect of which a total sum
of Rs. 73,911-7-2 was paid as compensation by the employers of labour.
As compared with the year 1931-32 there was a rise in the total
number of accidents in respect of which compensation was paid by
372 ,but the total of compensation amount paid fell by Rs. 59,453-8-11.
During the year under report, there were in all 69 accidents which
proved fatal in respect of which a sum of Rs. 37,898-3-0 was paid
as eompensation, as against a sum of Rs. 88,131-2-0 paid Eiit“ }“9”3“
year in respect of 85 fatal cases. The number of workmen disabled
by accidents was 57 as against 65 in the year 1952-33 and the amount
of compensation amounted to Rs. 20,012-10-0 as against Rs. 51,361-13-2
in the year before. The total numﬁer of registered factories in
the 3tate during the yesar was 199 and the annual returns under
Workmen's Compensation Regulation were received from 188 factories.
Most of the factories registered, which feiled to furnish the

returns, were in the Bangalore District. «

(The Hindu, 5-12-1934).

Protection Fund Scheme for Madras Employegs: The Madras

Employees Protection Bill to be Introduced in the

Madras Legislative_Coﬁncil.

It is underdtood that notice for permission to introduce
in the next session of the Madras Legislative Council a bill known
as Madras Employees Frotection Bill has been given by Mr. C.Basudev,

M.L.C, The Bill seeks for provision of a protection fund on the
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lines of the provident fund to which the employer is bound to contri-
bute a 12th part of the employee's earnings during the preceding
12 months and to which the employee at his option may contribute an
equal amount. No permanent employee can be dismissed without
sufficient reason. An employee who has served continuously for
three months cannot be treated as temporary.(The Leader,14-12-34)

The following is the text of tiwe—bemt—of the statement of

objects and reasons appdnded to the Bills

In the absence of & general scheme of old age pensions or of
unemployment insurance, it is necessary for the purpose of preven-
ting the misery of workers in factories, shops and offices during
their old age or a period of enforced unemployment to institute a
compulsory system of Provident Fund to which the Management will be
bound to, and the employees, at their option may, subscribe. The
workers are almost as & rule unable to save anything out of their
low savings against unemployment or old age or to meet occasional
or untoward expenses connected with 1llness, marriages or deaths in
their families. In the various Railways and in some factories and
of fices, a4 aystem of Provident Fund is already in vogue and is
working well. There is nof§f reason why such™system should not be
introduced in the case of every permanent employee in a permanent
office or factory. This Bill seeks to make against the dismissal of
permanent employees or the dispensing withitheir services without
reasonable or adequate cause or without reasonable notice and
against continuance for an unlimited period of employees on a
temporary basis liable to be sent sut at will without any noticed
whatever. The measure is thus intended to ameliorate the condition
of the employees in certain directions in which their lot calls for
urgent betterment. "

(The Hindu,6-12-1934)
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.~ Labour Conditions in Bihar and Orissa, 1983-3%. .

General. = Accoraing to the annual report of the Director
of Tndustries, Bilhar and Yrissa, for the year 1933.34, a comprehen~
sive review of the labour situatlon in the province eannot be &
_phed as there is no reliable information relating to labour engaged
in rural and unorganised industries. In Bihar proper, the earthquakex
has effected a substantial improvement in the position of labour at
least in regard to the volume of employment. Owing to the extent
of the reconstruction work which has to be undertaken, particularly
in parts of North Bihar where the damage is extensive, the ordinary
day labourer is now assured of reasonably steady employment for some
time to come.

Number of Operatives Zmployed in Mines.- The position, however,
in the most i1mportant organised industry of the province, viz.,
mining, continues to be unsatisfactory. The province leads in three
important minersls, viz., coal, iron and mica, which are to be
found meinly in the €hota Nagpur Division., Owing to the continued
depression, there was a further decrease of employment in the coal
and iron mines, but there was slight 1mprovement in mica mines as
shown in the statement below:=

Number Employed.
Nature of mines in
Bihar and Orissa, 1931 1932 1933
1 2 -3 4
Coal mines .ess 100,302 92,250 86,211
Mica do sene 12,068 10,056 10,629
Iron doe. *e00 4,947 3,625 5,191

Persons Employed in Metallurgical Industry.~ Next to mining
comes the metalluggical industry of which the largest single estab-
1ishment in the province is the Tata Iron and Steel Ccmpany at
Jamshedpur. This firm showed signs of greater activity and employed
20,848 persons in 1933 as against 18,896 in 1932 and 20,176 in 1931.
On the other hand, the Tinplate Company of India, Limited, at
golmri near Jamshedpur, employed 2,495 persons in 1933 as against
2,928 in 1952, Similarly in the East Indian Railway workshop at
Jamalpur the number employed further fell from 8,878 in 1932 to

7,912, {The sugar industry in Blhar continued to expand under the
' stimulus of a high protective tariff. Seven sugar factorles were
seriously damaged in the earthquake but the labour thus thrown out
of employment, was qulckly absorbed in the reconstruction work which
followed..
¥Department of Industries - Annual Report ol the Director of Indus-

tries, Bihar & Orissa, for the year 1933-34 ~Supdt., Govt.,Printing,
B.& O., Patna. 1934 - Price Re.l/- pp.81.
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Wages., =~ The further fall in the price of coal had an adverse
effect on the wages of daily labourers employed in mines. The posi-
tion in other organised industries also showed no signs of improvew
ment in this respect. In the cearthquake-stricken areas of Bihar,
there was a tendency for wages to rise owing to the increased demand
for labour on reconstruction worky; but this was counteracted by the
large influx of labour from the Central Provinces, Dumka, Gorakhpur
and other places.

General Conditions of Workers.,~ Except for the outbreak of
sporadic cases of cholera, small-pox and influenza, the general
health of labour during the year under review reported to be
satisfactory. The prices of food-stuffs and other necessaries of
life were generally lower than in the previous year. Owing to
depression in the coal trade no improvement was made in the housing
conditions of labour in the coalfields. The maternity and child
welfare scheme referred to in last year's report, could not also be
extended owing to financial stringency. The Tata Iron and Steel
Company, Jamshedpur, made extensive improvements in drainage and
constructed additional quarters for their employees. The water-
supply from Jamshedpur was also extended to some outlying bustees.

Strikes. = With the exception of a short-lived strike last-
ing only Tor three days, which occurred at the Bararee Coke Plant
of Messrs. Jardine and Company, Dhanbad, the relations between
employers and employees were reported to be satisfactory.

Workers'Organisations.- During the year only one trade union
known as the Indian Miners'! Association, Jharia, was registered
under the Indian Trade Unions Act, The total number of registered
trade unions in existence on the 3lst March,1954, was five. _

Nine-Hour Day in Indian Textile Mills: An All-India

Mill Owners' Conference to be Convened

to Consider Issue. 4+~

It is understood that the Bombay Millowners' Association

and the Ahmedabad Millowners' Association are moving to convene,

at an early date,a Conference of All India Mills with a view to
- 19257

adopt concerted action regarding the enforcement from January 1;?&‘

) au
the new provision of the Factories Act embodying nine-hours # day.
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It is feared that this provision will increase the zmffxx cost

of producfion in mills thus lowering their capacity to meet foreign
competition. Many mills propose to Work day and night to reduce the
cost of production, but on the other hand it is feared that the market
will be depressed by over-production as the result of working day

and night. It is proposed, therefore, that all mills should stop
night work and rigorously carry out the provision of:hine-hours daye
This will be the main question for consideration at the proposed .

conference of the mills, ¥

(The National Call,1l0-12-34)

54~-Hour Week to be Introduced from 1-1-1935:

Rates for Piece-%ork Increasged. +

The introduction wlth effect from January 1, 1935, of the
54-hour week for all maéL operatives, in accordance with the new
Indian Factories fct, passed during the last session of the Legis~
lative Assembly, has been notified to workers in the textile mills
in Bombay by mecans of circulars posted at mill gates. At present,
mill operatives are requirea to work for 10 hours on each of the
six working days per week. Women operatives will work nine hours
] day)butlas has been the éustoﬁ hbtherto, a certain amount of
latitude will be shown to them.

In view of the shorter hours of work, the mill owners will
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make efforts to maintain rigid discipline among the workers who
waste their time in tea xkmpP shops in mill compounds during
working hours. Restaurants and stalls will be allowed to be kept
open only before and after working hours and during the recess
hour. Vendors will, however, be allowed to sell tea to workers at
their places of work.

Considering the loss of one-tenth of their dally wages to
piece-meal workers (weavers, etc.) because of shorter hours of
work, the dear food allowance which has been fixed at 35 per cent
with effeet from January, will be increased to 40 per cent in
thelir cases,

The Whitley Commission held that the net result of such 2
moﬁe would be to increase the efficiency of workers. But 1t is xxk
'stated that the immediate result will be & rise in the cost of
production, which will result in a definite loss to the industry
and might ultimately mean & general increase in double shift work
in order to counterbalance these effects. ¥

(The Times of India, 17-12-1934, &
the Statesman, 22-12-1934)

Ahmedabad Labour Dispute. t

Reference was made at page 39 of the report of this Office
for October 1954 to the Ahmedabad labour dispute regarding the
wacse-cut proposed by the mill-owners and the decision, consequent

on the failure of the arbitrators to come to &n agreement)to refer

the matter under dispute to &n umpire. lr. 5.I.Patkar, a retired

~




38

judge of the Bombay High Court, was selected as umpire (Statesman,
5m11-~54), but eventually megotiations for the settlement of the
dispute through the decision of the umpire were broken off. The
Millowners' issociation deciced on 17-12-1954 to effect a cut of

10 per cent in the wages of time-workers in view of the reduction

of hours of work from ten to nine from 1-1-1935. (The Hindu,18-12~34)

The mill authorities take their stand on what they consider
to be &n X equitable arrangement and declare that it is not really
s wage cut but a wage arrangement synchronising with the number of
working hours. They draw the lLabour hAssociation's attention to
the fact that the sward of Mr. Gandhi and the Late Seth Mangaldas
girdhardas settling certalin scales of pay were on & ten-hour day
basis. What is contemplated now is to spread the same wage over
eix nine-hour days instead of over 5/2 10-hour days. The Ahmedabad
millowners in support of their decision comtend that:i-

(1) in 1853 the profits of the mills were much lower than those
in 1932 and even lower than the average for the last ten yesars;

(2) the agents of the mills had to give up about 40 per cent
out of their commission in order to set aside some amount against
depreciation of machinery and to give dividends to shareholders;

(3) the mills could take only half the amount then legally
due towards building and machinery deprecliation;

~ (4) almost all centres in Indis had reduced wages considerably
and the wages in Ahmedabad were much higher than those in any
other centre and even higher by 27 per cent than the wages in
Bombay as acknowledged by the labour Union before the board; and

(5) the index of the cost of living of the workers had fallen
to the level of 1913, whereas workers' wages were even btoday more
than twice than those in 1912. .

But the Ahmedabad,ébcmrer points out that the position of
his fellow worker in Bombay is very different. There the mills have
agreed to pay all timerworkers the same wages for the nine-hour
day as they are now paying for the ten-hour aay. And in the case
of pﬁhe-workers, compensation will be given for the reduction of
output, which would follow on the introduction of the reduced
hours, by &n increase in the desr food allowance from 35 to 40
per cent. The Ahmedabad Labour Union, in the course of a letter
dated 26-12-1934 addressed to the Nillowners' Association, says:

"Members of your association would be contravening the
established procedure and existing conventions if they were
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to make a reduction of this nature except as a result of an agree~
ment with the Labour Union or by virtue of an srbitration award.
Your proposal for a reduction of wages 1is already under arbitra-
tion awaiting final settlement by an umpire. Our own view 1is

that the reduction of hours is brought about by la¥ in recognition
of the workers' need to be relieved of the excessive strain of
long hours. Workers cannot legitimately be asked to secure relief
in this direction at the expense of their food, clothing and other
material requirements. If, however, you do not find yourself in
agreement with ks this view a proper &nd constitutional course
would be to submit the matter to arbitration." (The Times of India,
28m12~1954) . :

The points at issue have been referred to Mahatma tandhi who,
it appears, has supported the Labour Union's demand for arbitra-
Sty ravieRd
tion, kmetdembaily advis the Union to prepare for a strike, in
case Lhe owners refuse to grant its request. Aecording to the
Indian Labour Journal of 6-1-1935, of the 73 mills in Ahmedabad
56 have given effect to the wage-cut in the pay of time-worlers,

and 5 more A&re expected Lo follow sult. *




Industrial Organisation.

Employers' Organisations.

Annual Meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of

India, 1934, = Calcutta,

The 1934 Annual Meeting of the Assoclated Chambers of Commerce
of India was held at Cadcutta on 17 and 18~12-1934. Delegates of 15
constituent Chambefs of Commerce attended the meeting. The Director
of this O0ffice was also present by invitation,

The V;eeroy, who opened the sesslon, in the course of his speech
passed in brief review important developments during 1934 in the comw~
mercial, industrial and political spheres. The following are some of
the more lmportant points made in the speechs

Referring to the credlt of éagég, the Viceroy pointed out that it
stood higher than it had done for TWénty years. The maln causes were
an improvement in the politiecal condition of India snd the sound finan~-
£ clal policy pursued by the Government of India during the last three
or four yeara, Experience of the last two years should do much to
prove that tranquility and obedience to the law of the land were an
economic asset of the first magnitude. The Viceroy confldently hoped
that a general determination to work the Reforms, which was now in the
process of belng passed into law in England, would result in the con=
tinued revival of trade, with increasing prosperity for the country,
which would then be in a better position to stand the financial strain
which the introduction of provincial autonemy must impose,

The Rrise 1ip the price of Indian securities, the Viceroy pointed
out was duwe to :;E large measure to the low rates ‘xai jng in London,

and these were due to the abundance of money seéﬁ&ngﬁ ‘ in London,
partly because of the comparatively small demand for’ trade accommoda-“
tion in the world at large and partly because of unsettled politieal
and monetary conditions in so many quarters. That the demands for
money for financing intermational trade are not heavy was not surpris=~
ing, for,apart from the distmrbed political conditions in all parts of
the world, restraints are everywhere being placed upon 4 trade in the
shape of tariffs, quotas, prohibitions and exchange restrictions, but
if the high level of Government loans is in part a reflection of the
limited demand for trade loans, it must not be assumed that India 1is

still in the trough of the depression.

Referring to the economic depression, the Viceroy asserted that
there was ample evidence to think that India was well on the road to
recovery. A He salds "It i1s quite true that recovery is not as rapid
as we might wish, but there are definite signs that it is in process.
The weekly figures of railway earnings show that railway traffic has
been on a considerably higher level during the current year than it was
in the corresponding period of last year. The figures of external




L1

trade, both importa and exports, are a distinct improvement on those
of last year. The general level of industrial production appears to
be higher than it was in 1933 for the nine months up to September 1934
The indigenous production of mill-made cotton piecegoods showed an
increase of 156 million yxxm yards over that of the corresponding per-
iod of 1933, and no doubt this increase would have been much greater,
but for the strike in Bombay during April and May. Iron and steel
manufactures show a very considerable increase, and an improvement 1s
also noticeable in cement, kerosene, petrol and coal. Thew®e are
encouraging signs, and, when we add to them the fact that in a number
of primary commodities there has been a distinct recovery from the
disastrously low level of prices to which the cultivator had been sub=
jected, I think 1t can be said with confidence that India has passed
the lowest point of the economic crisis and that some sort of upward
movement is in evidence,"

The ¥x Viceroy then dealt with the trade safeguards provided in
the Joint Parlismentary Committee's Report, and in justification of
them saids "Trade relations are essentially a matter of confidence,
trust and good-will., In my reading of the Joint Parlismentary Com~-
mittee's Report this broad truth is fully appreciated. You wish to
know where you stand. 8o too do your friends in the Indlan business
community wish to know their own position, You have not claimed and
do not desire a privileged positilonm. What you require is freedom to
pursue your varicus enterprises in the normal conditions of commerce
end industry without fear that you may be put out of action by res-
trictions directed against yourselves as a community, The Joint
Committee have been concerned to secure that you should suffer under
no unfair handicap, and that full play should be given to your ability
to contribute to the advancement of this country by your powers of
organisation, by your technical equipment and your control of all
that modern science can add to our amenities, Oon the other hand, no
obstruction is placed in the way of the development of Indian industry
in Indian hands in conditions in which they can have no grlevance
against you, and you no grievance against them."

Other important matters dealt with by the Viceroy included the
Indo-J apanese Trade Agreement, the tea and rubber restriction schemes,
developments contemplated in the sphere of civil aviation, the Transpo-
rt Advisory Council fixed for January 1935, and the steps that Govern-
ment was taking to improve agricultural and marketing conditions in
Indiae

The following are some of the more important resolutions adopted

by the meetings

Increase in the import duty on forel coal.~ That this Assocla~
tion Tecommends to the Government ol india Thak an increase in the
import duty on foreign coal entering India should be introduced imme-

diately.

Agricultural indebtedness.- In view of the all-Indlia importance
of the relations between debtor and creditor,this Association recom-
mends to the Government of India that a Conference of representatives
of Provincial Governments should be called forthwith to co-ordinate all
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measures, legislative or otherwlse, designed by Provinclal Governments
to effect the relief of the indebtedness of the agricultural popula~
tion, and that in view of 1ts possible repercussion on commercial
interests, representatives of Chambers of Commerce should be assoclat-

ed with the Conference.

Staff of experts in economic matters and commercial treatiesa.-
That In the opinlon of this Assoclation it Is desirable that there
should be attached to the Government of India a small permanent staff
of experts with practical experience in economic mattera to advise
Government, and to keep in closer and more continuous touch with com«
mercial bodies than 1is possible at present, and that, in view of the
growing tendency towards the conclusion of commercial treaties between
India and other countries, 1t is desirable that the Department of
Commerce should be strengthened in order to provide the nucleus of an

Overseas Branch,

' (A full 1list of the resolutions adopted by the meeting is forward-

ed with our minute D.1/ 3) /35, dated 10&1—19359




Workers! Organisations.

./ 9th Half Yearly Weeting of A.I.R.Federation with

Railway Board - 13 & 14-12-1934:Result of

Discussions. *

The 9th half-yearly meeting between the Railway Board and the
A1l India Railwaymen's Federation took place on December 13th and
14th, 1934 . The deputation from the Federation included, besides
Mr. V.V.Giri, General Secretary, the Assistant Secretary of the
Federation and 10 representatives ®»m from unions affiliated to the
Federation. Mr. Girli led the depﬁtation.

Action on Grievances already Represented: Sir G. Russelds

Statement . The progeedings opened with a speech by Sir Guthrie
Russell, in which he welcomed the delegates and thanked the Federa-
tion for having sent in advance their list of subjects and subsequent-
1y their memoranda and for having made an attempt to supply more
cotailed information than on the previous occasions. He next
referred to the request of the Federation for & review, at this
meeting, of the various representations mede by theﬁ at the last
three half-yearly meetings on certain importént subjects such as
joint standing machinery, puniéhment rules and amendments to new
1éave rules, etc., and said that of the subjects discussed at the
6th and 7th half-yearly meetingp,the jolnt standing machinery, the
Statutory Railway Bourd and amendments to the Tradecggsputes Act were
engaging the attention of the Government of India, while amendments
fo the disch&rge and dismissal rules, pass rules, educational assis-
tance rules, and provident fund and gratuity rules were still under
the consideration of the Railﬁay anrd.' He added that the subjects

discussed at the 8th half-yearly meeting would be taken up after the
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xp amplified report has been printed and that the Board would address
the Federation as soon as & decision was arrived at in each case.

Subjects Discussed.- On the first day of the meeting, four

subjects were discussed, viz., staff benefit fund rules, wage cuts,
compulsory membership of institutes and leave reserves on the E.B.
Railwayj; on the secohd day three subjects were discussed, viz.,
revised scales of pay for non-gazetted staff, charging of house rent
from low paid staff and hours of employment regulations. The follow-
ing is a brief summary of the discussions on each subject:-

staff Benefit Fund Rules.- In connection with the staff beneflt
fund rUles, the Federation suggested that the workers should have a
greater voice in the commlttees of management of staff benefit funds
and that members of Unions only should be eligible to be elected to
such committees, also that the contribution from railway revenues to
staff benefit funds should be at the rate of one rupee Per head of
the number of the revenue staff on the books of the railway, in
eddition to the other amounts credited to the fund under the existing
rules. The Federation further submitted that for the sake of unifor=-
mity company menaged raj lways should be advised to follow the State
Railway rules. The Federation also suggested tret wider publicity be
given in the weekly gazettes of the railway administrations to the
i sctivities of the staff benefit fund committees.

Chief Commissioner's Objections.- The Chief Commissioner of
Railways pointed out that on the State-managed rallways, the
committees of managements of the staff benefit fund consisted of a
cheflman and five members, four of whom are elected by the staff and
that the Railway Board could not support the proposition put forward
by the Federation. The Chief Commissioner fufjther stated that
everybody must be free for election to the staff benefit fund
committees, but that where a strong Union existed, its members might
get the majority of seats. Regarding the increased contributions
from railway revenues to staff benefit funds, the Chief Commissioner
regretted that the Federstion's suggestions could not be accepted
under the existing financial conditioms. Regarding uniformity of
rules, he stated that under the terms of their arrangements, the
company-managed railways had full discretion and powers in such
matters, but that he would be prepared to send to company-managed
railways, for their consideration)the suggestions made by the All-
India Railwaymen's Federationg regarding the general working of the
staff beneflt funds, as distinct from the details of working.Regarding
the suggestion that greater publicity should be given to the dis-
cussions in staff benefit fund committees and that the resolutions
should be given publicity in the weekly gazettes, the Chi#f Commis-
sioner of Railways stated that the suggestion was sound and promised
to consider it further. ‘ :




Wage Cuts: No Hope of Immedlate Relief.~ Regarding the wage
cuts, The Federation submltted that wage cuts be resbored to staffy
drawing less than Rs.250 per mensem, in the next budget. The Chief
Commissioner of Railways pointed out that the total restoration of
the cut would cost about 10 millions of rupees and said that the
Railway Board's reecommendation to the Government of India must walt
until the preparatiom of the Railway Budget.

Compulsory Membership in E.B.Railway Institutes.- The question
of compulsory meEBIT"!S of Institutes on the Eastern Bengal Railway
was next discussed. The Chief Commissioner of Railways pointed out
that the Eastern Bengal Railway Indian Employees' Association, which
was a recognised Union, should adiress the Agent of that Railway.

The Federation agreed to do this.

Leave Reserve on E.B.Railway.~ The subject of leave reserve
on the Eastern Bengal Rallway was next taken up. <The Chief Commis-
sioner of Re&ilways pointed out, at the outset, that as the matter
referred to the Egstern Bengal Railway only, and as the Eastern
Bengal Railway Indian Employees' Assoclation was recognised by the
Agent, the matter should be referred to the Agent of the Eastern
Bengal Railway in the first instance. The Federation agreed .to do

this.

Plea for Revised Minimum Scales of Fay: Railway Board Demand
turned Down.-  The Iirst subject discussed on December 14 was the
questlion of revised scales of pay for non-gazetted staff. The
Federation submitted that they felt that the revised scales of mpay
were low and that & minlmum standard wage should be fixed for the
cheapest part of India, necessary additions being made for the more
expensive localities and that there should be a machinery for fixing
the minimum wage. The Federation further submitted that their
suggestions regarding the joint standdmg mechinery may be applied
in this case also.

The Chief Commissioner of Railways stated the Board did not
consider that the revised scales of pay were inadequate remuneration
for the different categories of staff. The Chief Commissioner added
that if the Federation could convince the Railway Board, by facts
and figures, that the revised scales of pay were unreasonable in
any way or if the cost of living had increased, the Railway Board
would be prepared to consider & revision of the scales of pay.

Rent Free Houses for Low Paid Staff.- The matter of charging
of house rent to low-paid,stETT was next discussed. The Federation
submitted that all staff, drawing less than Rs .30 per mensem, should,
if provided with railway quarters, not be charged any house rent.
The Railway Board did not agree to the proposal and the Chief Commis-
sioner of Railways stated that they were not prepared to go beyond
the existing rules under which inferior servants, in receipt of less
than RS.30 per mensem, were not charged any house rent, if provided
with railway quarters., Workshop staff drawing Rs.30 and less per .
mensem must continue to pay house rent as hitherto.
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Hours of Employment Rules: Plea for Extension to all Railways.=
The Federation then submitted that the hours of employment regulations
should be extended to other railways and that the statutory maximum
of 60 hours per week be reduced to 48 hours per week. The Chief
"Commissioner of Railways stated that the first point was under the
consideration of the Government of India. As regards the second
point, the Railway Board could not consider it at present as it ™=
involved additional expenditure.

Mr. V.V.Giri thanked the Chief Commissioner and members of
the Railway Board for the patient hearing given to the Federation.

The meeting then terminated.

(The Hindu,15-12-1934), +

v/ Trede Union Movement in C.P.and Berar, 1953-34& r

Registered Unions.- One new union, viz., the 5irni Kamger Union,

Akola, was registered during the year. No unlon was dissolved during
the period. <The number of registered unions at the eclose of the year
was 12.

Membership and Funds.- The total membership of all the unions

at the beginning and end of the year stood at 7,505 and 8,968 respec~
tively, as compared with 6,788 and 7,50§,in the p;eceding year. No
politieal fund was maintained by any of the reglstered trade unions.
The closiﬁg balance of the éenerél fund of all the unions at the end

of the year under report was Rs. 1,5561-4-10.

® Annual Report on the working of . the Indian ‘rade Unions Act, 1926,
for the year ending the 5lst March 1954. - Nagpur: frovernment Printing,
C,'s19%4, =~ Price Re.0-5-0. =~ pp.c+i
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Appeals.- No appeals were filed by the unions during the year
under report against the decision of the Registrar and hence no order
was passed by the Judiecial Cormissioner in second appeal.

Action on Whitley Report.- The koyal “ommission on Labour in

India had recommended that Government should take the lead, so far as X
its own industrial employees were coneerned, both in making the recog-
nition of unions easy and in eneocuraging them to securs registration.
In pursuance of this recommendation, the Local Government fremed a

set of rules for the recognition of associations of its industrial

employees in June 1954.

(The amnmual report on the working of the Trade Unions Act in
¢.P. and Berar during 193233 is reviewed at pages 28-29 of the
Mareh 1934 report of this office ). :

Meeting of General Council of N.T.U.Federation -

24-12-1954, Bombey. 4+

A meetihg of the Ceneral Council cf the National Trades Union
Federation was held in Bombay. on £4-12-1934 with Mr. Jamnadas Mehta,

the Frresident of the Federation, in the chair. Fifteen out of 25

members representing seven out of eight trade groups, representing
127,000 members attended. Five new unions with 3,000 membership
were affiliated to the Federation,

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta addressing the delegates surveyed the
development of the I'rade Union movement in this country and the
world in general and referred to the set-back it had received due
to the advent of Fascism and other factors like the economic
depression. MNr. Nehta sald 1t was futile to expect the Government
.to help the Trade Union movement in India, He referred to the
partisan attitude taken by the Government in Labour disputes and
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also to the repressive measures, both lerislative and administra-
tive, introduced for the drastic suppression of militant Trade
Union activity. #r. Mehta emphasised the need for & perfect
organisation of workers on the basis of industry and on the need
for the removal of the appalling illiteracy among the workers.

The following is a brief account of the business .wes transacted

by the Councils=-

Asiatic lLabour Conference and I.L.Conference .- The €ouncil
recorded the report ol the Indian delegation to the Asiatic Labour
Congress held at Colombo in May 1954 and the report of work done
by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta e&s Indian workers' delegate at the last
International Labour Conference at Geneva. It also approved of
Mr. N.M.Joshi's action in suggesting to the International Federa-
tion of Trade Unions that Mr. Jamnadas Mehta should take his place
on the Governing Body of the I.+~,0. at its January (1935) meeting
so as to enable Nr. Mehta to proeeed with the complaint he made
against the Government of India with regard to the application of
the Geneva Convention on Hours of Vork to railwaymen.

Trade Union Unity.= It endorsed the view of the Working
Cormitiee that ﬂutatian of Frade Union Unlity was still an
cpéen one and EUthérised the | #orking Committee to consider any
proposals that may be made with a view to bring about unlty in the
trade unlon movement and report to the Genersl Couneil,

Joint Action with Congress Socialists.- It approved of the
terms of the agreement entered 1nto informally between some officials
of the National Trades Union Federation and Zll-India Congress
Socialist Party regarding the advisability of taking common action
on labour matters and decided to commend the agreement to the
affiliated unions and provinceial committees of the Federation for
such action as they deemed fit,

J«.PsCe Heport Condemned.~ The Council then pasaed & comprehen=-
sive Tesolution on the Joint Parliamentary Committee's report. The
resolution considered the proposals made in the Report-as far from
removing objeectionable features contained in the White Paper
scheme and”bent&ining many more retrograde and reactionary propo-
sals. The Joint Committee Report as a whole, in the bdpinion of
the Couneil, was conceived in & spirit of distruft of the Indian
people. Undemocratic features of the scheme were many and
glaring inasmuch &s it denies the Indian State subjects the right
of representation on the Federal legislature and had granted
unfettered discretion to Indian princes to select their nominees.
Another resolution regerding the proposals dealing with labour
considered that the representation given to labour was 1nadequa-te
and fell short even of the representation given to the landed and
commercial interests. Having regard to the sepious and fundamental
defects, some of which had been pointed out ;ﬁgzgi—ferege&ag

: the General Council was of the considered opinion that
the scheme of the Joint Committee held out no prospect of the
Indian masses &nd working classes ever securing an adequate and

%
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effective voice and control in the legislatures and administration
of the country and was, therefore, X unacceptable to them.

Unemployment &nd Social Tnsurance.- The Council also passed
resolutions iI} urging<§ﬁi;unemployment and soclal insurance

legislation, (2) appointing a committee to consider the question

of planned economy for India, and (5) deciding to conduct an

enquiry into the result of protection granted to different industries
of India end its effect on the standard life of workers.

concluded
on behalf of India to the
Genevea,

(The Times of India, 27-12-1954 &
The leader , 28-12-1834). v
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4 f3f£ i Intellectual Workers.

{?f/j Associations of Government Employees:

U. P. Government Frames Rules for Recognition. +

The United Provinces Governwent has framed rules for the
recognition of the asso&ations of Government employees other than
the association§ to which the_special riles for industrial employees
apply.

The associations according to these rules must ordinarily
consist of a distinct class of Government employees and every Govern-
ment employee! of the same class must be eligible for membership
of the Association. Ordinarily the Government will not object to
persons, who are not in activé service of Government, being office -
holders of the association, but Government reserves the right in
particular cases of refusing recognition to associations of which
all ﬁhe of fice-holders are nbt either in the active service of
Government or honourably retired officers, belonging to the same
class of Government employees as the association represents.

In the case of employees in the Police and Prison} departments,
the association shall also consist of such distinct rank or ranks of
employees- s the Government ﬁay prescribe. The Government may accord
recognition to particular associations of specified ranks of employ@%
in the Police department of which special ranks of employees in the
Excise department are also members and no person who is not in the
active service of the Government or &n honourably retired officer
belonging to the same class of Government employees shall be an
of fice-holder of the association. |

.Under these rules no repfesentation or deputation will be

received by the Government of ficers, except in connection with a
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a matter which raises questions which are of common interest to the
class represented by the association. In the case of Police and
Prisons Employees' Associations, no representation or depd{z;ion
will be received on questions of discipline or promotion, affecting

individuals. +

(The Hindustan Times,7-12-1934)

Acceptance of Work by Government Servants when on Ieave?

Amendment to Civil Service Rules.

An amendment to the Civl Service (classification;control and
appeal) rules has been notified, which profides that a Covernment
servant on leave may not take any service or accept any employment
without obtaining the previous sanction of (2) the Governor-General-
in-Council, if proposed service or employment lies elsewhere than i
India and (b) the Governor-General-in-Council or any lower authorit:
empowered to appoint him, if the proposed service or employment
liesbin India.

Provided that the Government servant has been granted per-
mission to take any service or accept any employment under this rulc
during leave preparatory to retirement, he shall be prqp}gded, save1.
with the épecific oonsent of the Governor-feneral-in-Council or any
lower authority qmpowered_to appoint him, from withdrawing his
request for permission to retire and from returning to duty.

This rdle does not apply to casual literary work or to service
as an examiner of} similar emﬁloyment, nor does it apply to acceptance

R[5 sh>CALs,

of foreign service.
(& e pladas avir— v
S, Cotaba Gutphe 1o Siptad(te % (The Times of India,10-12-1934}
Qe Th p 39
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to meet emergencies. The obvious result would be that the money-

lender will enter into bogus transactions with them by bolstering

up the loan amount by initially adding interest to capital, and by
various other subterfuges.

The passing of these Bills will further adversely affect the
prices of properties of those benefited by these measures. lhese
properties will have a smaller morgfgage value in the money-lending
market, as against those properties which belong to classes debarred
from the benefits of these measures. Lf these measures had been
made applicable to all debtors, things would have been different.

The problem of rural debt can be only solved by tackling the
fundamentals -~ the causes which contribute to the utter dependence
of the rural classes on the money-lender. In the first place,
Government should find the requisite courage to make usury & criminal
offence. The rate of private interest should be fized at a maxi-
mm limit bearing a definite proportion to the offfggl bank-rake.
Land Mortgage Banks and a greater number of co-operative Banks
should be opened. Realizations of revenue should be made less penal
and more flexible and in certain cases Government should take control
of land produce temporarily, enabling the agriculturist in due course
to dispose of the produce and make payments.

(The National Call,11-12-1934) +

Industrial Conditions in Bombay‘Presidency,1933-54f +

The following information regarding indus trial emd economic
conditions in the Bombay Presidency duripg 1933-34 is taken from the
Annual Report for the period of the Department of Industries, Bombay
Presidency.

General.- The commercial and industrial depression mentioned
in last year's report continued unabated. At the commencement of
the year‘there wepe signs of improvement but towards the end of the
year conditions became less favourable. Commodity prices conﬁinued

to rule low, with the result that the purchasing power of the

¥ Department of Industries -Bombay Presidency - Annual Report l195o-
34 - Published by order of the Government of Rombay - Bombay:Printed
at the Government Central Press 1954. - Price Annas 3 or 4d. pp.5d
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agriculturist which has been very restricted for some time past daid
not improve to any extent. Adaed to this, the various local industriles
suffered greatly from the very severe Japanese competition due to

_ the unprecedented depreciation of the Yen. Very large quantities of
extremely cheap Japanese goods of various kinds flooded the market
to the detriment of local industries. In the last week of December
1933 the Government of India introduced a Tariff Amendment Bill in
the Legislative Assembly to give protection to some twenty industries
to enable them to meet Japanese competition. The sugar industry
also received a good measure of protection during the year. A new
trade agreement was arrived at with Japan restricting Japanese Textile
imports into India. It is hoped that these measures of the Govern-
ment of India will enable the industries concerned to progress satis-
factorily during the coming year. Below are given short reviews of
the conditions prevailing in the principal industriesg-—*

, Cotton Textile Industry.- The condition of the industry during
the year under review was far from satisfactory. The difficulties
experienced by the indus try during the previocus years continued and
the general position worsened. Very severe Japanese competition was
largely responsible for this state. Some of the textile mills in
the City of Bombay had to close temporarily and some went into
liquidation. Annual Reports for 1935 received from 25 cotton mills
working in the City and Island of Bombay disclosed the following

position:- Eleven mills show a loss of Rs. 2.266 millions. 14 mills
show gross profits of Rs. 2,688 millions aot allowing for deprecia-
tion. oOut of this group only nine mills cgﬁld de 1argvd¥vidends,
three of these having to draw theilr dividen “?%Om
amgnawalaxuikuﬁywpedw%1~4ﬁummaunilis.

The following statistical tables covering cotton mills in the
Bombay Presidency give an idea of the conditians which prevaildduring

the year.




‘ear Number Number of No. of Averagé Cotton Paid-up
8t of mills. spindles. looms. No. of consumed capital
hands
employed.
ths . RS *
.o 218 6,290,233 158,153 250,357 5,470,906 240,166,075
.o 220 6,443,519 141,241 256,200 5,984,720 245,820,563
.o 220 6,468,794 142,591 252,417 5,690,692 238,518,186
re increase
as8e 8as
Il £01932 .o +0,.,4 +1.04 =1l.,5 -34,91 R
Production in and Importa of Yarn and Piece-goods
into Bombay FPresidency.
Yarn(in million pounds) Piece-goods(in million yards)
ng g
:h  Presidency Imports Percentage Presidency Imports Fercentage
production into the of imports production into the of imports
Presidency to production Presidency to produc-
tion.
476 9.9 2.1 1,850 347 18.9
549 12.95 2.2 2,188 589 18.0
559 17.6 3.2 2,266 638 28.2
286% 8 . 0% YK 1 » 157% . 44 P

% Up to October 1953. ## Up to January 1934.

Woollen Mills.- The condition of the woollen industry was
far from satisractory during the year under review. The two mills
which were working during the previous year continued to work during
the year 1953. There was a decrease of about 31 rer cent in the
quantity of woollen goods produced in these mills and of about 12
per cent in the value of the same, when compared with the figures
for the last year, In the year 1932 the woollen mills showed a total
production of 1,857,835 1lbs., valued at Rs. 5,006,810, whereas in
the year 1953 the total production was 1,472,885 1lbs. valued at
Rs. 2,643,744, Bombay woollen mills supply a very small quantity of
the Presidency's requirements. The woollen industry in the Bombay
Presidency cannot be said to be in a satisfactory condition.

Hosiery Industry.- There has been no improvement 1in the
generally depressed condition of this industry. Factors such as
the general economic depression and acute competition from imported
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hosiery have contributed to this. The hosiery knitting factories,
as well as the textille mills equipped with knitting machines have
suffered by this depression. The local production of knitted goods
has also been reduced. During 1951-32 production was approximately
480,000 1lbs. In 1932-353 it was 456,000 lbs. The imports of cotton
woollen hosiery during 1951-32 were valued at Rs. %8x 2.05 millions.
The imports for 1932-33 were valued at Rs. 2.144 millions. “he
average price ruling during 1932-33 was much lower than in 1951-32.
There is a considerable field for the development of this lindustry
as evidenced by figures of hosiery imported into India.

Sugar Industry.~ During the year under report, 7 new factories
have been erected in the Presidency. The individual capacity of
all these factories for crushing canes varies from 150 tons to 400
tons of cane per day. In the year 1932-33 the imports of sugar into
Bombay and Karachi were about 200,000 tons valued at about Rs.20
millions. The corresponding #igure for the year under report are
‘158,000 tons and Rs. ix8 16 millions respectively. Taking into
consideration the above developments, the year under report was the
most remarkable 1n the history of the development of sugar industry
in the Presidency.

Natch Industry.-~ During the year under report two match
factorIes were closed down in the Presidency. Out of these, one
was closed du@ to its being burnt down. There are in all now 1i®
11 match factories in the Presidency. <The approximate number of
persons employed in these factories was 4,700. Imports of matches
into Bombay Presidency are negligible and what little imports there
are, are fancy matches for advertisement purposes. It is reported
that dueing the year under review match factories did not fare well
owing to keen internal competition. The Government of I:Z%a have

recently imposed an excise duty of Rs. 2, Re. 1-8 and Re.l/per one
gross match boxes containing matches above 60, above 40 &nd below

40 respectively. It is to be seen how this duty on matches is going
to affect the match industry. .

Other Industries.= The other industries ofkimportance may be
catalogued aé follows := gas'mantles, chemical industries, paper
industry, glass industry, oil mills, vegetable ghee, soap industry,
shoe polish, engineering industry, gold thread industry, alluminium
indus try and cigarette industry. As X in the previous year, most of
these industries passed through a difficult time in the year under

report.

New Industries.~ During the year under review several new
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factorles were established in the Presidency. A factory for the
manufacture of biscuits and another for envelopes were established
in Karachi. Similarly, a factory for the manufacture of bicycle
tubes and cab tyres waes also established in the same city. Hoslery

factorles were established in Sukkur and elsewhere. New factories

were also started in Bombay and the Presidency such as electro-plating

and electro-galvanizing, manufacture of tricycles, spares for bicyclé§
Bakelite mxx accessorieJ‘;oth electrical and tollet purposes,
pressure die castings of non-ferrous metal, vitrified metal sign
boards, freezing of marine products, manufacture of dry cells,
batteries and accumlators, metal screws, laboratory apparatus,
time-pleces and clocks, hollow-ware, pumps, oil engines etc.

New Flotations.- Despite the fact that there was general trade

slump during the year under review, many new companies were floated.
These were :-~ 6 Cottbn mills with authorised capltal of Rs. 4.054
millions, 6 Electrical ﬁndertakings with authorised capital of

RS. 1.6 millions, 5 Sugar mills with authorised capital of Rs. 3.0
millions, 3 Tobaéco factories with authorised capital of Rs. .850
millions, 4 Works menufacturing chemicals and drugs with authorised
capital of Rs. .550 millions, 8 Cinema companies with authorised
capital of Ré. 1,600,000, 2 concerns manufacturing métor car spare
parts etc. with authorised capital of Rs. 300,000, 1 concern for
manufacturing cycles etc. with authorised capital of Rs. 200,000,

1 concern for manufacturing cotton ropes with authorised capital of
Rs. 100;000, 1 concern for refining mineral oils with authorised
capital'of Rs. 1,000,000, 1 concern for manufacturing pottery with
authorised capital of Rs. 500000 , 1 paper mill with authorised

capital of Rs. 500,000, 2 soap works with authorised capital of
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.Rs. 200,000, 1 flour mill with authorised capital of Rs. 50,000,

1 oil mill with authorised capital of Rs.,250 millions, 1 concern for
the manufacture of accumilators with authorised capital of Hs..250
millions, 1 concern for the manufacture of Rakelite articles with
authorised capital of Rs. 100,000 and 1 concern with the object of
development of fisheries with authorised capital of Rs. 25,000,
making‘a total xauthorised sapital of Rs, 15.1 millions.

Liquidations- During the year under review, 10 cotton mills,

‘2 mining concerns, 2 sugar mills, 2 engineering works, 1 ice and
aerated water factory, 1 chemical works, 1 canvas and rubber shoe
factory, 1 tobacco factory, 1 qptton ginning and:pressing factory,“
1 electrical undertaking with total paid up capital of Rs. 21.8
millions weht into liquidation.

(The annual report of the Department of Industries, Bombay

Presidency, for the year 1932-35 is reviewed at pages 38-40 of the
October 1933 report of this Office). »

Indian Cotton kill Industry: Conditions during.

eetton Year ending 51-8=-15%4, +

Paid up Capital.- Lccoraing to the annual mill statement for

the cotton year ended August 61,1954, issued by the Nillowners'!
Associsation, Bombay, the total paid-up capital of the industry as

on Slsﬁ fugust 1934, amounted to Rs. $92.2 millions, a drop of

RS, 4.5 millions compared with last year, In Bombay city and island,
the total paid-up capital of the completely equipped mills fell by

RS. 6.6 millions to the figure of Hs. 155.1 millions.
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Number of Equipped Mills.- The total number of equipped mills

7

in India, according to this year's rill statement, is 352 as against
344 on 51-8-1933. There 1s a)ﬂet Gecrease of & mills in Bombay city
and island. The number of mills in Ahmedabad remained the same at
82. The number of mills in the Bombay Presidency, exclusive of
Ahmedabad and Bombay city and island, increased from 60 to 62. In
Bengal the number of equipped mills is now 22 as against 19 last
year., There was no change in the number of mills in the United
Provinces, and Central India, but the number of equipped mills in
the Madras FPresidency increased from 28 to 32.

Mills which stopped working.- Cut of the 352 equipped mills

in the country, 29 were completely stopped during the whole of the
year to which the statement relates. Uf these 29 mills, 14 were
located in Bombay city and island. Since the statement was prepared,
the number of idle mills in Bombay city and island has decreased
owing to the reopening under new ownership of some of the mills
which were formerly under the agency of ﬁessrs. Currimbhoy Ebrahnim

and Sons,Ltd.

Spindles and Looms.- The total number of spindles in the

equipped mills of the country now stands at 9,615,000, an increase
of 41,000 dufing the year. The total number of looms 1s 194,988,

an increase of 6,000 during the year.

Provincial Figures,- -§§995¥—§§9%39§§§§1' In Bombay city
and island, the number ol spindles fe o 3.17 millions from
3.5 millions, and the number of looms from 73,000 to 70,000.
In Ahmedabad, the number of spindles increased by 31,000 to 2,010,000
and the number of looms increased from 4%,200 to 49,900. In Bombay
Presidency, exclusive of Ahmedabad and Bombay city, the number of
spindles and looms increased by 27,000 and 2,800 respectively.
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United Provinces.- In the United Frovinces, the numbers of
spindles end looms were respectively 640,000 and 9,100; the number
of spindles is slightly lower and the number of looms is slightly
higher than last year's figure. :

Madras Presidency.~ In the Madras Presidency, there was an
increase of ’ spindles and & decrease of 250 looms during the

year.

Central Provinces.- In the Central Provinces, there was no
change in the number of looms, but a very slight increase in the
number of spindles.

central India. - In Central India, the number of spindles
increased by 12,000 to 325,000 and the number of looms by 432 to a
total of 8,771,

Bengal Presidency.- 1In Bengal, the number of spindles
dropped Dy 0,600 to a total of 330,000, but the number of looms
increased by 1,000 to a total of 7,000.

Cotton Consumption.- The activity of the industry as

compared with the previous year 1is reflected in the figures of
cotton consumed. In the year ending August ol, 1lvo4, the industry
consumed 1,352,000 candies of cotton as compared with 1,419,000
candies in the previous year.

Fall in Bombay's Consumption.- In Bombay city and island,

the drop in consumption was relatively more severe than in other
parts of the country, 306,000 candies having been consumed in 1934
as compared with 599,000 candiés in 19335 and 460,000 candies in
1932. This fall in cotton consumption by Bombay mills was partly
due to the strike and closure of the Currimbhoy group of mills.

Average Number of Spindles working daily.- The average

numbe T of spindles working daily during the year was 7,845,000 out
of a total of. 9,615,000 erected. last year, the corresponding
figures Were 8,202,000 working out of a total of 9,572,000 erected,
Oof the 195,000 looms erected,.an éverage of 159,000 were working

daily during the year. This compares with the figure of 162,¢
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working daily in the previous year. In Bombay eity and island, only
2,043,000 spindles and 49,000 looms out of 5,170,000 spindles and
70,000 looms were working regularly. The above-quoted figures of
spindle and loom activity do not include night shift working.

Number of Operatives on Day Shift,.- The number of operatives

employed daily on day shift work was approximately 385,000 as against
400,000 in the previous year. Particulars of the numbers regularly
employed on night shift work are not available.
(The Times of India,20-12-1934)
(The progress of the Indian cotton mill industry during 1932-33

15 reviewed at pages 59-62 of our December 1933 report).

Trade of India in 1933w34%

General: Review of World Conditions .- The year 1933-34,

the report states, was the fifth year of the great world-wide
economic depression; and it has left behind it a éonfused legacy of
tentative experiments and new departures, How far these experi-
ments may prove to be beneficial it is yet too early to say.In the
political field defection 6f Japan and fGermany from the League of
Nations is 1mportant;_while in the purely economic spﬁ}e the world's
most comprehensive programme of world co-operation and economic
internationalism, which was to have received its formal ratification
in LOndén on the occasion of the World Economic Conference, was

shelved by the adjodrnment of this conference in a moribund condition,

¥ Deptt. of Commercial Intelllgence and Statistlcs,India - Review

of the Trade of India in 1953-34 - Published by order of the Gover-
nor-General in Council -~ Delhi: Manager of Publicationdl1934.-

Price Rs.2=8 or 4s8.6d, - DPp«xxiv+323
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thereby giving & rede setback to world trade. The failure of the
World Economic Conference proved a signal for excited action on the
part of most of the participating countries so that & further, freer
and more extended charter has been given to economic nationalism

with all 1t533apons of restriction =- controi, prohibition,‘quotas

and tariffs; O0f great importance and more dominating influence, has.
bean the great experiment of'socialisation of finance and industry"
undertaken in the Recovery Plan of President Roosevelt in the United
Steites of America. The Retovery Plan has,according to the report

in some ways accentuated existing uncertainties and disturbed existing
channels and accustomed modes of business. On the whole, therefore,
the year under review has been one of swift alternations of hope

and disappointment. There are as yet no striking and convincing
signs of an early arrival of really prosperous times. Put, mkiwithel,
gome recevery, however feeble, has at last been made from the oppres-
sive economic conditions of recent years. In countries which have

been free from disturbances to their monetary structure prices

jndeed have ceased to fall, while in the case of a few articles such
as tea, tin and rubber equillibrium between demand and supply has for
the time being been re-established through measures of international

control.

Conditions in India.- The outlook in India has Dbeen considerably

changed by her recent legislation, which seeks to remedy the excep-

tional conditions brought about in the past few years by intensive

competition from Japan. Yf the greatest importance has been the

understanding, reached witbh Japan, regarding the terms of a fresh
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commercial treaty. Closely associuted with this development were

the unofficial negotiations, carried on between.a delegation represen~
ting thé cotton interests of Lancashire and the representatives of
the cotton-mill industry in Bombay, for the evolution of a working
agreement acceptable to both parties. Indian conaitions generally
showed some progress towards recovery, though there was no great
improvement in the agricultural situation. The only agricultural
commodity which showed & considerable price rise was tea and this

was dué to the "export restriction scheme" introduced during the
year. On the whole, therefore, there was little or no improvement

in the agricultural position. The cotton mill industry experienced
depressed conditionsa during the first half of the year and a number
of mills in Bombay had to close down. The position, however, became
distinctly more hopeful as the year advanced and just before the
strike in April, 1934, the prospect for the cotton m;ll industry
contained some promise of better times to come. The jute mill industry
was slowly reaping the benefits of the restriction of output which

i1t had imposed upon itself, although prices of jute manufactures 1in
some months of the year were wefinitely disappointing. In the first
quarter of 1934 the improvement in the jute industry had so far
advanced that.it was decided in April 1934 to unseal 2?2 per cent of
the hessian looms from November 1954. The iron)steel and sugar
industries were generally in a healthy condition throughout the year
and so also was the tea industry. The coal industry, however,
remained'in the throes of depression. On the whole Indian industrial
conditions in gensral appeared to be slightly better during the

year than had been the case for the past year or two.
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Foreign Trade- 4s far as foreign trade was concerned,

India's position improved distinctly during the year under review.
The visible balance of trade, even excluding shipments of gold, was
greatly in her favour, Including the fairly considerable exports

of gold, the balance amounted to a large figure, and India's position
as regards her foreign payments was thus definitely favourable during
the year under review. Financial conditions also showed some specific
improvement; the bank rate remained unchanged throughout 1933-54 at
the low level of 3Y2 per cent. On account of the favourable balance
of trade, exchange'eadily maintained itself above 1ls.6d. slmost
continuously throughout the year. The price of Indian securities
also registered considerable improvement curing 1953-34. The )%

per cent Gévernment paper was on « distinctly higher level In 1905=-54
as compared with 1932-33. Prices of non-speculative industrial
securities rose during the year and the index number of prices of
speculative securitie§ recorded a rise of 34 points in March,19354
over the figure of the corresponding month of 1933. Tt would appear
that confidence was steadlly, though slowly, returning to the stock
merkets. The general conclusion, therefore, would appear to be that,
on the wholé, conditions during the year were distinctly better

than they had been in 19352-33, except in the case of agriculture
where the position remained more or less unchanged.

Industrial Situation.~ Although, in general, like 1ts prede-

cessor, the year 1955 was free from industfial disputes of any
serious'character, it was not altogether immune from miner distur-
tances of & sporadic nature. On the Wwhole, the number of working
people involved and the total loss in working days that occurred

were & little larger than in 1932.
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Index Number of Prices.- The declining tendency of commodity

prices was reversed about the beginring of the ye&ar under review and
for some months the Celcutta wholesale price index number rose
steadily, till at the end of July, the level of September,1951 was
touched. 4After a slight recession, following on the adjournment of
the World Economic Conference, the index number became steady and
remained so for the ten subsequent months, subject only to a few
fluctuations within narrow limits. Thus, at last, the disastrous
decline in commodity prices, which began towards the last quarter of
1929, appeared, at least, to be arrested. ‘rices are, however,
still at a very low level.

Imports and Exports.- The talle below zlves the values of the

imports into, ana exports irom uLritish indis of private merchanuise

and gold and silver during the three years 1951-32, 1932-335 and

1936=-34.
Imports. .
(In millions of rupeed)
1931-32 1932-33 1933-34
Private merchandise. 12696.7 1525.8 1155.5
gold and silver 72 .2 29.5 19.1
8858 potal Imports. 1335.9 1555 .3 1172 .4
Exports.
(In millions of rupees)
1931-32 1932 =35 1053 =34
Private merchandise. 1605.5 1556.3 1497.5
fold and silver 626.1 677 .4 589.5

iTotal Exports. 2251,6 _ 2033 ,7 2086 .8
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Imports .= The total value of the imports of foreign
merchéndise into RBritish India during 1953-34 amounted to Rs.1l,150
millions and thet of exports including re-exports to Rs. 1,500
millions. Compared with the preceding year, there was a decline
of Rs, 170 millions or 13 per cent in the case of imports while
exports including re-exports recorded an improvement of Rs. 140
millions or 10 per csnt. On the import siae the demand for
foreign textiles weakened. The decrease recorded under this
head amounted to one of Rs. 160 millions on a total of Rs. 470
millions recorded in 1952-33. 3tated in percentages, this meant
a Gecline of 34 per cent over the fizures of 1932-3% and of 12 per
cent over those of 1Yol-vc. The uecline uncer tie tertlis group
LEE pfimarily the result of smaller imports of cotton piece-goods,
the tosal receipt of which only amounted to 796 million yards,
valued &t Rs. 154.9 millions, as covpared with 1,225 million yards
valued &b fs. 212.6 millions in 1952-55. The imports of rsw
cotton also receded from 84,800 tons to 42,900 tons. Under the
metals groups there was & decline of Rs. 2.4 millions. Imports of
iron and steel indeed rose from 326,000 tons to 329,000 tons in quan=-
tity and from Rs. 53.0 millions to Rs. 55.3 millions in value,but
metals other than iron and steel and manufactures thereof declined
from ﬁ70,000 toné to 63,000 tons in quantity and from Rs. 44.3

millions to
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Rs. $9.,7 millions in value. Under machinery and millwork there
was an advence of Rs. <<.2 millions due chiefly to larger arrivals
of sugar machinery. The value of hardware imported contracted from
Rs. 29.9 millions to Rs. 28.,8 millions. There was an improvement
in the imports of motor vehicles from Rs. 24.3 millions to Rs,
31,9 millions, the number of motor cars imported rising from 6,201
to 9,769 and that of omnibjses from 2,676 to 5,496. The value of
the imports of rubber manufactures, however, declined from

Ra, 19.8 millions to Rs. 18.8 millions. Imports of foreign sugar
continued to decline and only amounted to 264,000 tons valued at
RS. 27.1 millions as against 402,000 tons valued at Rs. 42.3

millions in the preceding year.

Exports .~ On the export side, despatches of raw cotton rose
from 2,065,000 bales valued at Rs.200.3 millions to 2,740,000 bales
valued at Rs. 270 millions. Cotton manufactures (1nc1uaing twist
and yarn) recorded a decline of Rs. 5.6 millions and amounted to
Rs. 27,3 millions. Despatches of Indian cotton pleeegoods declined
further from 66.4 million yards worth Rs, 20,9 millions to 56.5
million yards worth Rs. 16.6 milliona., Shipmwents of twist and yarnm,
however, advanced slightly in quantity from 15,1 million 1lbs. to
16.4 million 1bs. and in value from Rs. ¥2 7,9 midlions to Rs.
8.2 millions, The exports of raw and manufactured jJjute recorded
an 1mprgvemgnt in value of Rs, 10 millions, Shipments of raw jute
1 e ed from 3,168,000 bales valued at Rs. 97.3 millions to
4 196 000 bales valued at Rs. 109.5 millions. Exports of gunny

eontractea from 415 millions (Rs, 111,6 millions) to 402

iena (Rs. 97.2 millions), while those of gunny cloth rose
frOm 1,012 million yards (Rs. 102.4 millions) to 1,063 million
yards (Rs. 113.8 millions). Exports of foodgrains declined in
quentity from 2,056,000 tons to 1,870,000 tons and in value from
Rs. 160.8 millions to Rs. 117.5 millions. Exports of wheat
remained practically unehanged at 2,000 tons, whils those of rice
dropped from 1,887,000 tons to 1,744,000 tons in guantity and from
Rs. 144.6 millions to Rs. 105.7 millions in value. Despatches of
tea declined from 379 million 1lbs. to 318 million 1lbs. in quantity
but owing to much higher prices the value rose from Rs. 171.5
millions to Rs. 198,5 millions. Exports of ollseeds amounted to
1,124,000 tons valued at HKs. 156.6 millions which meant an inerease
of 53 per cent in guantity and of 21 per cent in value in comparison'
with the figures of the preceding year. Exports of hides and skins
recorded a large improvement from 41,800 tons worth Rs. 74,3
millions to 61,400 tons worth Rs. 99.0 millions. Shipments of
metals and ores advanced considerably from 695,000 tons valued at
46,8 millions to 976,000 tons valued at Rs, 54.9 millions. Shipment:
of lac amounted to 731,000 cwts, valued at Rs. 24.6 millions which
represented an increase of 76 per cent in quantity and of 98 per
cent in value in comparison with the corresponding figures for
1932-35%. Despatehes of coffee advanced by 13,000cwts. in quantity
vut the value dropped by Ks, .8 millions.
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Re~Exports .~ The totsl value of re-exports amounted to
Rs. 34.2 millions, which ® represented an improverent of Rs. 2.0
millions as compared with 1952-53 and a deeline of Rs. 17.2 millions
in comparison with 1930-31,

Balahce of Trade .= The balance of trade in merchandise and

treasure for the year 1933-34 was in favour of India to the extent
of Re. 920 millions as compared with Rs. 680 millions in 1952-33.
The transactions in treasure on private account resulted in & net
export of tressure, amounting to Rs. 572,.5 milllons as against

Rs. 650 millions in the preceding year. WNet cxports of gold
amounted to Rs. 570 millions, while silver showed a net import of
Rs. .1 millions. Net exports of currency notes amountéd to

Rs. 1.9 millions.

geld Eﬁiw?EQ;u Shipmbntn of gold from India eontinued on a

large scale, although the exports of 1935-34 valued at Rs. 581.5
millions were smeller than those of the preceding year by Rs. 86.9
millions. The price of gold was on & higher level than in the
precedinz year. The export movement was fairly strong at the
beginning of the year, but fell off later, to revive ggain during
the last quarter of the year. The net exports of gold from India
during the three years, ending March, 1954, amounted to Rs. 1805.6
millions. =

Rupee Sterling Exchange.~ Although the year was one of

considerable‘excitement from the standpoint of internmational
finanee yét India was on the whole saved from the consequential
uncertainty in exchange; the rupee remaihihg linked to sterling.
The large expoft shipments df gold, which had continued throughout
the year, helped to maintain a firm exchange rate.The average rate

for the year was 18?32d.
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Tariff Changes.~ During the year under review, eleven Acts

h;::f;ﬁ;n passed introducing several changes in the tariff.These
ares (1) The Indian Tariff (Second Amendment) Aet, 1953, imposed,
with effect from the 25rd December,1955, a duty (including the
additional duty and the surcharge) of S as.9 p. per imperial gallon
on mineral oil, other than kerosene and motor spirit. (2) The
Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 1954, which was passed on 19th
February, 1954, affords assistance, by the imposition, generally,
of minimum specific duties under the standard rate, to certain
Indian industries which have been subject to menacing competition
from foreign countries. (3) The Wheat Import Duty (Extending) Act,
1934, extended the operation of the teﬁporary import duty on wheat
and wheat flour up to the 31st March ,1935. (4) The 3teel and Wire
Industries Proteetion (Extending) Aet,1954. (5)The Indian Finance
Act, 1934, which was passed on the 20th March changed the duty
payable on cigarettes to 25 per cent &d valorem and in addition
elther R8. 8-2 per 1,000 or Rs. 5-4 per 1lb. whichgier is higher,
(6) The Salt Adaitional Import Duty (Extending) Act, 1934. (7)

The Cotton Textile Industry Pfotection (Secondd Amendment) Act,1935,
(8) The Cotton Textile Industry Protection (Amendment)-Act, 1934.
(9) The Indian Tariff (iTextile Protection) Amendment Act, 1954,
passed on the 26th April, 1934. This Act gave effect to the
conclusions of the Tariff Board recommending substantive proteetion
to the cotton textile industry, modified in the light of the
denunciétion of the Indo-Japanese Trade Convention of 1964 and the
subsequent conclusion of a new frade agreement with Japan and of
the unofficiel agreement between representatives of the Indian end

the United kingdom textile industries, 4@ The Act came into force




on the lst May,1954, and the changes made therein shall have
effect up to the 31lst March,1939. (107 The Sugar (Excise Duty) Act,
1934, (11) The Matches (Excise Iuty) 4Act, 1934.

(The Trade of India in 1952-33 1is reviewed &t pages 47-52 of
the report of this Office for December 1933)s »
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Social Conditions.

7

The Yeravda Reformatory School, Bombay:

Progress during the year 1933~ 54% -

According to the annual report of the Reformatory School,
Yeravda, Bombay, there were at the commencement of the year 224 boys
on the rolls of the school. buring the year under report, 63 boys
were admitted, and 80 boys were discharged (including 1 escaped).
Thus, at the end of the year there were 207 boys on the rolls. Of
the 80 boys who were discharged during the year, 11 were given
instruction* in carpentry, 3 in smithy, 7 Zn book-binding, 21 in
tailoring, 17 in agriculture, 15 in gardening and 1 was trained as
hospital cempounder,

The average number of boys Who earned gratuity was 124 and
the average earning per boy during the year was Rs.2-15-0. The
total amount of gratuity paid to the boys was Rs.548-9-0.

The average daily number of inmates of the school during the
yéar was 215. Out of this number,2 boys on an average were under

observation and the remeining 2135 boys were distributed as follows:=-

Trade Average number of boys.
Carpentry Ceee 26
Smithy cee . 16
Tailoring cee 78
Eook‘binding cee 18
Agriculture cee 37
Gardening , ces 36
Hospital compounder . 2

Total 215

# Annual Report of the Reformatory School, Yeravda fof the year
enging 31st March 1934. - Bombay: Printed at the Government Central
Press 1934 - Price - Anna 1 or 1d. - Dpp.l7




During the iear 155 books, files etc. were bound or repaired
for Rs. 147-6-0; tailoring work realised Rs .660-14-0 as against
613-11-3 of the previous year., Other miscelianeous work was executed
for Rs. 800-4-9 as against Rs. 737-6-0 of the previous year. The
total gross earning thus amounted to Rs. 1,608-8-9. Out of these
earnings,Rs. 953~14-0 were spent on raw materials, leaving a balance
of Rs. 654410-9 as charges for labour, or, in other words, profit.
last year's profit was Rs. 534-15-3. The boys were kept employed
throughout the year either with outside work or in preparing them-
salves for examinations in Drawing and for technical examinations
held by the Committee of Direction for Technical Education, Bombay .
The School farm and the orchard yielded articles worth Rs. 1,502-1-7
as against Ks. 1,2568-5~5 of the previous year. Out of this produce
vegetables etc. worth Rs. 1,030-10-1 were supplied to the school,
while vegetables etc. worth Rs. #8 471-7-6 were sold to the public.

¥From the statement showing the after career of the 80 boys
discharged from the school during the year, it is seen that, the
number of untraceable boys is 8, and that of boys of whom reports have
not been received is 53. Of the rest, 10 are employed, 1 is unemploye:
1 placed under police survelllance, 3 are attending schools, 1 is
transferred to Bel-air Sanatorium, Panchgani, 1 transferred to
Mental Hospital, Yeravda and 1 is dead.

(The progress of the Yeravda Reformetory School, Bombay,

during the year 1932-33 is reviewed at page 59 of the June 1934
report of this Office). + -
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Publie Health,

Health Conditions in Asansol Coal Mines,1933-54t -+

The following information regarding health conditions in the
Asansol Coal Mines is taken from the Annual Administration Report of
the Asansol Mines Board of Health for the year 1933-34. The area of
the mining settlement Xmimxk under the jurisdietion of the Board of
Health is 413 square miles and eonsists of 490 villages,asmd 135
eollieries and 2 munieipalities.cemprise—the—Wning Settiemens,

The populatioh in 1935-34 was 5,94,678 of whiag~555,201 people were
living in municipal areas.

vital Stetistics. « IDuring the year, 11,986 births were
registered against 10,585 in the previous year, t birth-rate being
31,5 against 27.15 per 1000 of population. Ik Mak births exceeded
female births in the proportion of 108 to 100. 163 still births were

recorded during the year as sgainst 119 in the previous year. The
inépe. 18 1

18 Gue to better registration. 6,989 deaths were registered
during the year es ageinst 7,010 in the preceding year, the death-
rate being 18.2 against 18.5 per 1000 in 1932, The corrected death-
rate or the estimated pepulation was 17.7 in 1933 against 18.00 per
1000 in 1982.

Infant Mortality.-~ 1,638 infants died before completing their
first y6ar of 11Té, glving an infant mortality rate of 136.6 per 1000
births against 138.3 - the average of the last 5 years. Th® report

states that prenatal factors resulting in premature bipths -or debility
are responsible for a comparatively high proportion of infant death.

Principal Causes of Death.w The principal sauses of deaths
during THe year were (1) Tevers including malaria, (2) respiratory
diseases and (&) dysentery and diarrhoea. Cholera accounted for 29
deaths giving a death-rate of 0.07 per 1000 in 1933 as against 0.16
in 1932. The year under report marks the lowest cholera-mortality
during the de fum. Small-Pox claimed 33 vietims during the year
against 36 in 1932. The death-rate per 1000 was 0.08 in 1935 against
0.09 in 1932 .Respiratory diseases claimed 875 vietims yielding a
death-rate of 2.27 against 2.19 in the preceding year. The steady
decline in the death-rate from pneumonia sinece the last § years is
maintained during the year under report. The total number of deaths
dysentery and dlarrhoea was 235 with a death-rate of 0.61 in 1839
against 0.72 in 1932. 94 deaths were recorded as due to child-birth,
having oecurred within 14 days of eonfinement. The maternal mortality
waa 7.8 per 1000 children born ¥ &gainst 7.0 in the previous year. +

* Anmual Adminisﬁraﬁiongﬁeport of the Asansol Wines Board of Health
for the year 1933-34. 1934. = pPPed4+xx
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The total number of deaths recorded from "Fevers" was 3,015 with a
death-rate of T7.87 against 7.9 per 1000 in 1932.

Sanita Conditions.- Owing to absenee of sanitary arrangement
within mines, the working places are exposed to constant contamina-
tion. This 1s evident from the fact that the pit water show a high
content of faecal baecilli. *‘he percentage of hook-work infection
among miners is elso another proof of contamination. Provision of
bucket latrines in the galleries, if the miners are prevailed upon to
use them while at work, would minimise this risk they are exposed to.
The adverse economic condition prevailing in the Coalfield 1s bound

to react on the health of the miner in the near future. Amenities,

not enjoyed by the general population, such as medical supervision,
free treatment in the colliery dispensary, good water supply and
conserveney service, econduce to maintain the standard of health in

the mine are&s on a higher level compared m to what obtains in the

rural areas.

Heelth Propaganda,. Propagenda work which 1s a necessary
adjunet of & ER Department and without whieh publie health cannot
proeeed aleng healthy lines has now, in the course of the last o
years, become & regular and important branch of the activitles of
the Health Department. It 1s stated that signs are not wanting to
prove that pecple are reaping the benefit of systematic and continuous
prépugeEnas since 1931, The work of the Propaganda Officer eonsisted
meinly in Gelivering lantern lectures, making house-to-house visits
at epidemiec periods, supporting leprosy and maternity work by speclal
lecutres to loecal residents and paving the way for the Health Visitors'
work in connection with maternity and infant welfare by prelimlnary
persuafions Lantern lectures on the following subjects were delivered
during the years- Cholera, Small-Pox, leprosy, Maternity and Infant
Nelfare, Malaria, Tuberculosis and General sanitationm.

School Hyglene.~ Medical inspection of school children was
carried out by e Bourd's School Medical Offlcery to deetect dilseases
and deformities, intimate the guardians about the defects found out e
‘;enlist&-ng the co-operation of teachewd and guardians with a view to
ensure treatments smé-inspection—of—sehtel-sowtbetien. The School
Medical Officer visited 54 out of 212 schools during the year and .
examined a total of 4,206)o0f which 3,867 were boyffs and 339 girldx
against 3,340 in the preceding year. Altmagether 51 Boys' Schools
were visited, of which 6 were High English Schools, 7 Middle English
Sehools, 10 Upper Primary Schools, 19 Lower Primary Schools and
9 Madrasas. In addition, 3 girls' schools ineluding one High School
was also visited during the year.

Maternity and Child Welfare.~ The nature and scope of welfare
work for InTants &nd mothers have been considerably amplified during
the last & years. In pUrsuance of the policy of providing maternity
and Infant Welfare Centres in selected areas, approved by the Board

in 1932, one Centre was opened at Ushagram at the end of that year

and two more during the year under report - at Sitarampur and Sitalpur.
The Maternity staff has also been reorganised in order to fit in with
the scheme. Three trained Health Visitors were provided for in
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addition to 5 midwives. The demand for Health Visitors in ‘engal is
so great that only one was available during the year. One of Board's
midwives was sent for training to the Health School in Calcutta and
obtained the necessary qualifieation. The midwives were posted in
suitable localities adjoining important groups of collieries viz at
Charanpur, Kajora and Ukhara but the work was interrupted owing to
siekness, vacancy and study leave. The scope of work in each centre
ineludes znte-natal, natal and post-natal supervision and also &
elinic for infants and mothers where provision has been made for a
welfare centre.

Finances of the Board, = The total income of the Board
excluding 6pening balance ol Rs .59,580/- amounted to Rs. 118,777/-
against Rs. 118,918/~ in the preceding year. The total expendi ture
of the Board amounted to Rs. 105,026/~ against Rs. 161,914/~ (includ-
ing an investment of Rs. 59,198/-) in the previous year. The credit
balence of the Board at the end of the year under report was
Rs., 73,531/« (excluding Rs. 57,750/~ invested in Government securities)
There was no loan outstanding against the Board and its financial
position was satisfactory.

EﬁxtﬁﬁxllliiﬁﬁﬁiﬁhﬁlxIﬁﬁ!ﬂll¥1!$iaxiﬁ§%¥13352185

: - , : ' FSPEPEXSEXTRISXDILIBe )
~ cess was levied durlng the year under review on mineowners
at Re. l=8=0 per 100 tons on the anmel average output of the mine
and on royalty-receivers at 15% of the road cess payable as against
Re.lel0=0 and 20% in the preceding yesr. The cess assessed on
mineowners for the year under report amounted to Rs. 88,803/~ as
eompared with Rs. 97,913/~ for the previous year. The decrease
was due to the appreciable reduction in the rate of cess., The cess
assessed on royaltyereceivers for the year under review amounted
to Rs. 14,074/- as compared with Rs. 19,577/~ for the previous yeara

isX

(The Report on the isansol Mines Board of Health for 1932-35
is reviewed at pages 58-60 of -the November 1933 report of this
office)« +
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Co-operation.

V/PrOgréss of Cooperation in Bihar and Ortssa,lgsg. +

The following information regarding the progress of the co~
operative movement in Bihar and Orissa is taken from the Report on
the YWorking of the Co-operative Societies in Bihar and Orissa for
the year 1933, issued by the Registrar of Co-operative Societies in
the Province. |

General Progress. = According to the reportJtﬁé‘policy'of
caution in the matter of registration of new societies continued to
be followed. The total number of societies registered during the
year was 95 as against 81 in the previous year. Shortage of funds
in central banks due to poor recoveries also acted as an indirect
check on expansion. By the end of the year under report, the total
number of working societies was 8,901 as against 9,054 at the end
of the previous ysar. The stress laid on consolidation and cautious
financing during the last few year®had the untoward consequente of
the starvation of even good societies and honest members. The danger
of stagnation has therefore become real and the question whether
the rate of advance in new organization cannot now be accelerated
has assumed importance.

Provincial Cooperative Bank.- The Provincial Bank worked satis-
factorily during the year. Its working capital increased by ‘
Rse. 1 million and stood at Rs. 9.2 millions at the end of the year,
the increase being mainly due to deposits of all kinds rising steadily
throughout the year in spite of reduction in the rates of interest.
The total amount of deposits held by the bank was Rs. 7.9 millions
as against Rs. 7.038 millions last year, the increase being largely
‘made up of savings deposits which stood at Rs. 1.604 millions as
against Rs. 1.091 millions last year. Out of the total deposits held
- at the end of the year under reportyRs. 6.303 millions were held
akxkhﬂxenﬁxxﬁxxhﬂxyﬂzxxundexxnﬁpmxﬂk from individuals and Rs. l.6
millions from co-operative banks and societies, as against Rs. 5.866
and Rs. 1.172 millions respectively last year. The stétutory reserve
of the Bank rose from Rs. 325,000 to Rs. 345,000, and the reserve
contingencies, which is a provision against bad debts, increased by
Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 119,000. The total outstandings against banks
and societies stood at Rs. 5.8 millions as against Rs. 5.3 millions. ..
®mk in the previous year. Out of these, Rs. 5.1 millions were in
the form of loans and Rs. Xx®% 705,000 as cash and maximm credits.

i# Report on the Working of Co-operative Societies in Biharp and
Orissa for the year 1933 - Supdt., Government Printing, Bihar and
Orissa, Patna. 1954, - Price - RS.2/8/0 - pp.424%1i.




2

The average rate charged on loans to central banks was 6.2 per cent
as in the previous year, while the margin between the average borrow-
ing and lending rates rose from.R®. .67 per cent to 1.13 per cent.

Central Banks. - The number of central banks and unions was
the same as 1in the last year, viz. 66. Their paid-up share capital
further decreased by Rs. 38,000 and stood at Rs. 2.225 millions.
There was, however, an increase in thelr working capital by Rs.
171,000, the total amount at the end of the year being Rs. 22.704
millions. The paid up share capital and total reserves constituted
9.8 and 7.8 per cent of the Working capital as against 10.04 and
7.6 per cent respectively last year. The statutory reserve alone
was 4.2 per cent of the working capital. The proportion of owned to
borrowed capital remained stationary, viz. 1:4.7. +‘here was an
increase by Rs. 66,000 in the .total reserves of central banks and
unions (including bad debt and other funds) which amounted to Rs.
1,787 millions. The &otal amount of the statutory reserves of the
central banks was, however, stationary and stood at Rs. 972,000 as
in the preceding year. Out of this a sum of Rs. 546,000 or 56.1
per cent was separately invested. Flve banks held statubory reserves
exceeding Rs. 40,000 each, as against 6 last year,

Agricultural Societies.~ There was a further fall by 120

- in the number of agricultural societles, the total number at the

" end of the year being 8,479. --The total membership of such societies
also decreased by 2,994 to 228,238. The working capital decreased
from Rs. 22.505 to Rs. 21.2 millions and the reserve fund fell
from Rs. 324541 to Rs. 3.507 millions. The paid-up share capital
of the societies amounted to Rs. 1.571 millions at the end of the
year as against Rs. 1.605 millions & last year. The percentage of
share capital and reserves to worling capital works out at 23.8 as
against 23.07 last year. The total amount of loans advanced to
members during the year under report was Rs. 541,000 as against

Rs, 698,000 last year which shows that financing continued on a
"restricted scale, S A

Non-Agricultural Societies. - There was a decrease in the
number of these societies by 7, the total number at the end of the
year being 310. The membership of the societies also decreased by
96 to 28,564. The working capital and the reserve fund, however,
increased from Rs. 4.093 millions and Rs. .44millions to Rs. 4.338
millions and Rs. .45 millions respectively. The total profit earned
,dgrigg the year amounted to Rs. ,197 millions as against Rs., .132 i
millions last year. The principal kinds of non-agricultural societies
in th? bProvince were,;employees; societies, provincial employeesi |
associations, weavers' societies, fishermen's societies, societies.
for depressed classes,_artisans'.societies, home industries associa-
tions, thrift societies, and a cooperative press. | o

, . (The report on the worlding- of Co-operdtive Societies in Bihar |
& Orissa for the year 1932 is reviewed at pages 74-76 of the !
November 1933 report of this Office.) > | ’ ' g
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Women and Children.

9th All~Indis Women's Conference - 1934, Karachi. +

The 9th annual session of the All-Indla Women's Conference was
held at Karachi on 29-12-1934 under the presldentship of Mrs. Rustomji
Faridoonji. The Conference adopted resolutions on a wide range of
subjects including health and welfare of women and children, legal
and political disabilities of women, minimumx age for marrisge, poly-
gamy, birth-control, co~education, mass education, rural upliff, and
improvement of the conditions of working women. The following are some
of the more important resolutions relsting to labour adopted by the

Conferencef -

Housing in Mining Areas.- We recormmend that the authorities in
the mining areas should bring all their houses up to the standard
required, in as short a time &8s possible and they should take into
account the necessity for providing for more privacy. We recommend
that latrines should be provided for the convenlence of workers over
the whole of the mining and factory areas and the people be encouraged
to use them. ,

Extension of Hospital Facllities.,- We recommend that enough
hoapifals should be bullt to provide for the workers of all the mines
eand that the infant welfare work be extended to bring it within the
reach of all women workers.

Need for All«India Maternity Act.~ We feel strongly that the
time has come for an All~India Maternity Act, and recommend that a
bill be introduced as soon as possible, Conditions in the factories
and mines make this specially urgent.

8k Schools for Workers' Children.- We urge that primary schools
be established for the education of the children of the miners and
factory workers, so that the recently introduced increased minimum age
1limit for child workers may yield its fullest benefit.

The Outstill System.- We recommend that the Outstill system in
Behar be discontinued as it is detrimental to the health and efficiency
of the miners.

Employment of Women Underground.- We agree with the recommenda~-
tions of the Investigatlion committee that it would be’retrograde step
to go back to employing women underground and as recommended by the
Royal Commission on Labour this process of elimination be completed by
1959, We also urge that simultaneously, the women who are being
deprived of work be found other employment on the surface, on the lines

suggested in the report of the Commlttee.

Technical Education.- Whereas prolonged or occasional unem-
ployment Is the greatest menace to the well~being of Indian lsbour we .
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urge that steps should be taken elither thrq lending a technical
bias to all primary education wherever iﬁfi%ggie or by a system of
adult education to increase the general efficiency of the labourers
so that if loses of employment occurs in one industry, they can be
readily absorbed into others.

Imported Labour.- As the system of using imported labour gene-
rally csuses an uprooting of the labouring population from their tra-
ditional =mx environment, resulting in moral and physical decadence, we
urge that all labour be recruited locally even if obtained at a higher
cost, Shifting of entire population and rendering local population
unemployed should be avoided for socio-moral reasons however profitable
it may be industrially.

Encouragement of Local Products.,- We recommend that a detalled
study be made of the commoditles that workers usually consume and that
efforts be made to produce those that are most commonly used, locally
and with the help of unemployed es—wiéla men, women and children, pess
okgTP 2 in order to ameliorate the conditlon of the local workers.

We also urge that propaganda be made in all industrial areas to en-
lighten the workers regarding the benefits ot buying locally made
things.,

Minimum Age of Child Workers.~ We regret that the Geneva recom-
mendetion regarding the minimum age of child labourers has not been
acted upon by the Govermment of India in the new Factories Act, and
record that in our opinion no child under 14 years should be employed
as a labourer.

Provisien of Creches,~ As the newly amended Pactorles Act does
not make the provision of creches compulsory for employers of woman
labour and as it 1is now belleved by authorities that much of the in-
fant mortality in India 1s due to the I neglect of children of working
mothers, we strongly urge the Govermment to remove thils important
defect, so that creches are made compulsory throughout India.

Maximum Loads for Women.- As women are sometimes forced to carry
heavy loads which 1s detrimental to their health, it is desirable that
a maximum load should be fixed for them by the Govermment. We there~
fore recommend that investigations should be made regarding this
maximum weight and legislation enacted accordinglye.

(Extracted from a communication sent to this Office by the
Secretary, Delhl Provinecial Council of Women). +

.
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EDUCATION

i

¥ progress of Mining Education in India,1933.

The following information about the progress made in mining
education during 1933 is taken from the Annual Report of the Chief
Inspector of Mines in India for 1953 on the working of the Indian
Mines Act, 1923.

Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad. - ®t the Indian School of
Mines, Dhanbad, the number St students on the roll at the commence-
ment of the session 1932-35 was 50, of whom 14 were in the first
year 12 in the second year, 14 in the third year and 10 in the
fourgh year., At the commencement of the session 1933-34 there were
51 students on the rollA The school granted diplomes and certificagg
in Geology, Mining, Englneering and Metal Mining. The mine surveyingi
camp was pitched at Godhur collieryd during the month of November
1933 and 32 students of the second, third and fourth years and one
special student were in attendance. Visits and tours of inspection
were paid to the mica mines of Kbdarma, the copper and iron mines
of Singhbhum and to many local collieries and places of geological
jnterest in the neighbourhood of the School. In addition the senior
geology students were taken to places of geological importance in
the Punjab and other places. Four former students obtained the first
class coal mines managers' certificate and eleven obtained the
second class coal mine managers' certificate at the examinations
held by the Board of Examiners in February 19355. The lectures
were well attended by mine managers and colliery engineers. Research
work into improvements in the methods of manufacture of soft coke
was carried out at the School X on behalf of the Indian Soft Coke
Cess Committee. The total number of students who have successfully -
completed the courses at. the School up to date is as follows:

Diploma of Associateship in Mining Englneering.-56; Diploma of
rssociateship in Geology - 19; Certificates in Coal Mining, Metal
Mining or Geogogy -40 v Total = 115. WNearly all passed students are
in employment.

Department of Mining, B.H.University.- 1In the Department of
Mining and Wetallurgy at the Denares Hindu University, there were
74 students Xmi@ on the roll during the session 1933-34. Of these,
o7 were in the first year, 17 in the second year, 6 in the third
year mining, 11 in the third year metallurgy, 4 in the fourth(final)
year mining, and 9 in the fourth (final) year metallurgy classes.
Five students passed the Final examination for the degree of B.Sc.
in Mining and 8 in Metallurgy. Up to date the total number of
mining graduates is 18. During the year visits were paid to several
coal mines in the Jharia, Raniganj, Rewa and the Central Provinces
coalfields, copper mines and stone quarries and to ironm, steel
and copper works, coke works, refractory material works, etc. The
geologlical camp was held in the Pench Valley coalfield of the
Central Provinces,
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The Mining Education Advisory Board.-~ The Qining Education
Advisory Board continued to control the three year courses of evening
instruction for mining students instituted by the Governments of
Bengal and Bihar and Orissa. The lecture centres were at Ran@ganj

and Sitarampur in the Raniganj coalfield and at Jharia d Sifta

in the Jharia coalfield. During the session 1932-33 tota

" number of students enrolled was 85 of whom 28 attended the classes of
the third stage. Of these students, 21 appeared at the final exami-
nation and 16 were successful. Courses of ten lectures were deli-
vered in Hindi to overmen and sirdars at seven centres in the Jharia
coalfield. Similar lectures in Bengall were delivered at fifteen
centres in the Ranigan] coalfield. At the Jharia and Sitarampur
lecture halls special demonstrations in gas testing were given by

the Mining lecturers. From August to November 1933 special classes
in Mine Surveying preparatory for the examination for the mine
surveyors' certificate of competency were held in the Jharia coalfield

Evening ®ining Classes, Bengal. - The evening mining
clagses In Bengal were temporarily closed with effect from 1lst April
1933. The general vernacular classes in coal mining for sirdars and

the vernacular classes in gas testing were, however, retained.

Mining Instruction in C.P. ~ Mining instruction in the PenceL
7alley coalileld of the Cemtral Provinces, which, after being given
for a few years, ceased 1n 1928, owing to lack of support by
students, was resumed in 1955. A grant was given by the Local
Government and a committee of management formed. There was a total
enrolment of 28 students and the attendance was gratifying. It is
hoped that the classes will continue to be successful.,

¢ Industrial Education in Bihar & Orissag

Progress during 1933-34%

The total number of Government and aided institutions offering
technical education and industrial training of all kinds in the
province during the year was 22 of which 12 were Government insti-
tutions and 10 aided institutions. There was no change either in the

" number of these institutions or in their system of administration and
control. *‘he total number of pupils in attendance at the close of
the year was 1,866 as against 1,878 in the previous year. <1he fall
was due to the smaller number of admissions in some institutions
owing to general depression.

Government Institutions.- Civil Engineering, both for the
degree and subordinate standard, is taught in the Bihar College of

+ Department of Industries. = Anmal Report of the Director of
Industries, Bihar and Urissa, for the year 1935.34, - Supdt., Govt.
Printing, Bihar and Orissa, Patna, -1934- Price Re. 1.
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Engineering while in the Orissa School of Engineering the course of
teaching is for the subordinate standard only. Industrial Diploma
classes are vun in all the four Government institutions, viz., the
Bihar College of Engineering, the Orissa School of Engineering, the
Tirmt Technical Institute and the Ranchi Technical School, 1In
addition, motor engineering is taught in the Bihar College of
Engineering and the RanchiZ® Technical School and leather craft in
the Tirhut Technical Institute and the Raggchi Technical School.
Handloom weaving in cotton, silk and wool is taught in the Cottage
Industries Institute, @mlzarbagh, the Silk Institute, Bhagalpar, and
the Weol Institute, Gaya, respectively. Training is also given in
Industrial Chemistry by the Chemical Adviser to the Director of
Industries at the Schence College, Patna, Carpentry, fitting,
turning, blacksmithy, painting and moulding are taught at the Dehti
Workshop Industrial classes, while weaving, carpentry and blacksmithy
are taught at the Government Industrial School, Phulbani.Students
are trained for the second class colliery managers' certificate
examination - at the Evening Mining classes at Jharia and 3ijua. A
class for training compositors, letter-press printers and book-
binders is also run at the Government Printing Press, Gulzarbagh.

The Bihar College of Engineering.~ This 1s the premier
teehnical college of the province. lhere was no change 1in the
steandard and the course of instruction. Owing to continued depression
and unemployment amongst passed students there was a further fall
from 47 to 31 in the number of applications for admission in the
Civil Engineering Degree course in the college. As very few appli-
cations were received from persons belonging to the province or
domiciled therein, six admissions were made from candidates outside
the province. Altogether 21 candidates 1ncluding two repeaters were
admitted, Of whom, 18, 18, 37 and 27 respectively appeared for the
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th year respectively of the Civil Engineering
Degree Course. Sicthseey—diymity=it-aninil oipesibveiy-pesved

.

The Prince of Wales Reception Fund Scholarship could not be
awarded during the year as no student passed the degree examinasion
in the first dividion. The number of applications for admission for
Ci%¥il Engineering Subordinate Course in the College fell from 71 in
the previous year to 50 in the year under review. 24 students
including three repeaters were admitted. 40 took the final certifi-
cate examination of whom 31 passed. The Industrial Diploma course
of the College continued to be popular. Out of 82 applicationg, only
21 candidates were admitted. 16, 12, 11 and 6 students appeared
the 1lst, 2nd, 3rd and 4th year examinations, respectively, of whom
9, 8, 7 and 5 respectively, passed. The total strength of the College
on the 31st March, 1934 was 257 as against 265 in the previous year.

Orissa School of Engineering. - There was ao change in the
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course of study for the Civil “ngineering Subordinate classes,
During the year 35 candidates effered themselves for admission of
whom 18 were admitted., During the year under review, 15, 19 and 19
respectively passed in the 1lst, 2nd and 3rd year regpectively of the
examinations of the Civil “ngineering Subordinate Standard. 18 appli-
cants were admitted in the Industrial Diploma Course. 14, 14, 8 and
8 students appeared at the 1lst, 2nd, 8rd and 4th year workshop
practical examinations respectively and all passed. 14, 11, 4 and 3
students sat for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th year theory examinations
respectively, of whom 14, 8, 3 and 3 respectively passed. The total
strength of the school on the 31st March 1934, was 115 as against
112 in the previous year.

Ranchi Technical Institute. - During the year under review
53 students were admlitted as against 31 in the previous year. Of
these, 54 were assigned to the Industrial Diploma class, 8 to the
Improvers' class and 11 to the lLeather Working class. The total
number of students on the roll of the school on the 51st March 1934
was 155 as against 138 in the previous year, while the maximum
rumber of students during the year was 255 as against 209 last year.
During the year 46 students completed their training. The receipts
on account of private work Axem done by the school rose from
Rs. 3,878 in the previous year to Rs. 4,257.

Tirhut Technical Institute. - 166 applications were received
but onTy 42 could be admitted. The total number of students on the
roll on the 318t March 1934, was 87 as against 74 in the previous
year, 61 students sat for the x various sessional examinations, of

whom 60 passed.

Aided Institutions.~ The East Indian Railway Technical School
at Jamalpur trains apprentices in Mechahical and Electrical Engineer-
ing with particular reference to Railways, while an elementary
training in mechanical and electrical engineering is given at the
Technical Night School at Jamshedpur, g@arpentry and iron fitting
are taught at the Balasore Technical School. In the remaining aided
institutions the subjects taught include knitting, weaving, egte
seEShea=end spinning, toy-making and basketry. Two of these
institutions are for girls, viz., the St. Ritas' EKnitting School at
Bettiah and the Shdalter Industrial School at Cuttack.

Grants-in~Aids- During the year under review, the Depart-
ment sanctioned recurring grants-in-aid to various technical and
industrial institutions amounting to Rs. 38,159,.xx xkowxrxim A sum
of Rs. 414 was also given as a non-recurring equipment grant to the
Balasore Technical School. The total expenditure incurred on
technical and industrial institutions, both Government and aided,
was Rs. 511,112 as against Rs. 520,280 in the previous year. 4.
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Maritime Affairs.

Proposal to decasualise Dock lLabour:

Objections of Karachi Port Trust Board. +

It will be recalled that Government of India had announced
their intention to apply the recommendations of the Whitley Commis-_
sion for the registration of dock labour as an experimental measure
to the Karachi port. A representative conference of the Port Trust .
authofities and organisations of employers and workers concerned
with dock labour at Karachi Port was held at the office of the
Karachi Port Trust on 10-1-1953 to consider the question of de-casua~
1isation of dock labour. (For an account of the conference see pages
66-69 of the report of this Office for January 1933)

ine Karachl Port Trust Roard, at a recent meeting, considered
this question, and passed a resolution to the effect that it would be
very unfair to single out the port of Karachi for this hazardous
experiment, which the Karachi Port Trust Board has opposed most
strenuously as being entirely detrimentel to the financial stabillty
of the port and not in the interests of the labourers employed. In
the Port Trust Board's view, by its operztion the labourers will
become largely vnemployed because of the trade disorganisation which
will inevitably result, The board, while sympathising with the
previous measures passed for the benefit of dock and other labourers,
such as the Uorkmen's Compensation Act, is of the opinion that the
registration of dock labéur will be a disastrous mistake if applied
to Karachi for the following reasons:

Costly and Cumbersome Experiment. - Dock workers are in four

categories so that a register will have to be in these categories,

thus adding to its inherent cumbersomeness and costliness, the
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Jke expense of which will fall on the labourers in the form of regis-
tration fees.

Migratory Nature of Dock labour.- Most of the labourers are

not from Karachi but come from outside and are in most cases migratory
and the register will have either to be constanfly.changed or to be
made to include a much larger number of men to allow for the absenteey
even 8o riots among the Makrani and other foreign labourers when shuﬁ
out from Work for want of registration certificates are likely possi=

bilities.

Diversion of Trade to Kathiawar.,-In the event of a rush of

shipping, the port will get a bad name : ok—dispesel owing to
the shortage of registered labour; moreover the stevedores will in
any case lose an hour or more of Work of the labour per day while the
certificates are being checked up. 411 this will add to the cost of
work in the port and will ultimately lead to the transfer of trade to

Kathiawar ports, where such regulations will not be in force.

Wages Satisfactory: No Call for Official Interference.- The wages
of dock labourers have risen in the course of the last 15 years by 100
per cent and their hours of work reduced by 22 per cent., whera:gs
the wages of other labourers in Karachi have not improved at all in
many cases so that there is no call for official intereference with
the ordinary laws qf supply and demand in the case of dock labourers.

Break up of Gang System.-The proposed registration will tend

to break up the gang system by which men work together by families,
class or villages, and will interferem with the very efficient organi-~
sation for work. The board hopes that 1n view of these very serious
objections, Government will not press the matter further.

Strong opposition to the propossl is being manifested by the

Stevedores of Earachl. s (The Times of India, 6~12-1934)
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Calcutta Dock-workers' Strike Settleds

Joint Arbitration Committee's Award.

At pages 68 to 69 of the report of this Office for November 1934
reference was made to the dock-workers' strike at Calcutta which start-
od on 26+11-1934, A Joint Arbitration Committee was appointed to
settle the strike.

The following terms in the form of an agreement between shlp~
owners' representatives, stevedores represented by the Master Stevedo~-
rea' Association, and stevedores' labourers represented by the Calcutta
Dockers' Union, have been drawn up by the Joint Arbitration Cormmittee.

A copy of the agreement, which is to come into force on January 9,
has been sent to the Government of Bengal.

Time.~ Between March 16 and September 15, work to begin at 7 a.m.
and end &t 5 pem. with two hours' rest during the day, namely, 7 a.m.
to 12 noon, &nd 2 t1ll1 5 pem,

Between September 16 and March 15 work to begin at 8 a.m. and end
at 5 psm, with one hour's rest during the day, namely, 8 a.m. to 12
noon, and 1 pems tO0 5 Dens

Night work -~ 7 psm. till 4 a.m.

The men will be required to go on board not earller than a quarter
of an hour before the work begins, namely, at 6,45 a,m. and 7.45 a.m.
and 6.45 pems., as the case may be, to open the hatches, etc. Work
will not in any event begin before the scheduled time. If work 1s
begun before scheduled time the overtime pay of one hour must be paid.

Composition of Gang.~ Each gang 1s to be composed of 1 Sirday
and 8 men, namely, 1 Sirdar, 1 Mate, 4 Khamallas, and 3 Rollas.

Wages.~ Day wages per gang ~ Rs. l4~4~0; and night wages per
gang = Rss 18-4-0. Rate for half day, Rs. 8 and rate for half night,
Rss 10,

Overtime =~ Rs, 2~8-0 per gang; that is, 4 annas per person, and
the balance to the Sirdar,

Winchmen,- Day wages = Re. 1-4~0, night wages =~ Re. 1-12-0;
overtIme = 4 annas per hour, As regards winchmen it has been brought
to notice that they are required to pay 4 annas to the Serang or
Tindal; they will not henceforth be required to pay this amount, The
existing system of providing a relieving Winchman shall be continued.

Gangs per hook,- Whenever the stevedores can posslbly dox so
they wII% put on two gangs per hook; but when there is 1nsufficient
cargo, then 1t is left to their discretion. In particular, when
ships work with long derricks from two lighters at the same time two
gangs per hook must be employed.

Penalties.~ No gang shall be penalized for insufficlent outturn
The STevedores expect that the gangs will do a reasonable day's workas
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Waiting Ggg%s.~ Ig gangs are booked at the appointed time they
will be pa elr dail¥ wages. A Stevedore may book a gang within onse

hour of the starting time. If he does not book the gang within that
hour he will pay one hour's Khoraki, that is Rss 2-8-0. If any work
is done and the men are discharged before the half day (that is, before
12 noon) or halfmx night (that is, before 12 midnight) they must be
paid half day's. or half night's wages, and not part wages, This does
not apply to the B.,I.Company, where the original agreement of Rs.3 and
Rse 4 1s being adhered to. ,

Work after half-~time.- If the men do any work after a half day's
or half night¥s work they will be pald wages for the whole day or whole
night, and not, as 1s alleged, Khorakl for part time work.,

Dismissalss.~ NO worker shall be dismAssed capriciously and with-
out reason, but the Stevedores shall have absolute control over their
labour and may appoint their workers as they wish, or discharge them
for sufficlent reason.

Salt petty contracts,~ It has been brought to notice that
Stevedores are glving out sub=contracts in respect of salt ships at low
rates to petty contractors. It 1s alleged that this results in un-
employment of several ratings, in gangs being formed of fewer men, in
men being dlsmissed after half day's work, and only a few being left
to finish the work at high pressure, The Stevedores are themselves to

work the ahipe under theiji.own supervision snd will be responsible
for the manfler In which the work 1s doneamd—thet fhe system of giving
out petty contracts 1is henceforth abolished., e

Gx Greatultiese.~ It 1s alleged that some agents of the Stevedores
eharge 8 annas Irom each Sirdar per salt gang; and Rs.2 from each
Sirdar per Pall, and the Deck foreman charges 2 annas per Sirdar. No
such gratuily Is to be pald in future, and no one shall be penalised
for not paying these gratuities. ’

, Mode of Wage Payments,~ The schedule of rates as determined here~
in will be kept in the office of every Stevedore. The men are to be
paild strictly according to schedule. If any worker is not pald accord-
ing to schedule he will be entitled to complain to the Stevedores
elther directly or through the Union

Representations.~ The Union will be entitled to represent any
cases of hardship, or deviation from the agreement to the individual
stevedores, or to the Master Stevedores'! Association. Failing a '
settlement, the Unilon will be entitled to call upon the Steamer Agents,
and the Stevedores, to convene an Arbitration Committee.

Arbitration Committees.~ The Arbitration Committee shall be form~
ed of three representatlives each of the steamer Agents, the Stevedores
and the Union. All matters in dispute are to be submitted to them.

Strikeses~ No strike shall take place without proper notice of
at least I5 days having beenx submitted to Goverrment, the Steamship
Agents and the Master Stevedores' Association. Before any such notilce
is issued the Union shall call upon the above bodies to convene an
Arbitration Commlttee, and shall place before such committee all 1its
grievances, The 3teamship Agents and the Stevedores declare their
willingness to convene and form an Arbitration Committee whenever call~
ed upon by the Union to do so. :

Recognition of Union.- The Steamship Companies and the Stevedores
recognize the Calcutta Dockers! Union as distinguished from the Port
and Dock Workers' Union, as a legitimate Trade Union formed in the
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interests of the workers. They declare that they will have nothing to
do with Unions formed under Communist or subversive influences.

Rates of Wages.~ The gangs shall be formed and paild in the
following manners-

Day Niggt
RSe A RSe Ao
Sirdar 2 12 )
1 mate 2 1 2 10
2 Bara Khamalia 1l 13 each 2 4 each
2 Chhota Khamalia 1l 7 each 1 13 each
2 Rolias l 0O each 1 6 each
1 Rolia 0 15 1 3

The agreement prescribes certain rates of wages for salt gangs also.
The increase in pay per gang of Re.l»l2~0 and the overtime pay of
RS+2+~8~0 per gang, as well as the hours of work will apply to Salt
gangs.

(The Statesman, 7=1-1935).*




Migration,

Indians in Kenya: Need for Domicile Certificates. +

It is understood that the Kenya immigration authorities have
found it necessary to draw attention to the need for the possession
of certificates of dbmicile and in a letter addressed to the Indian
Association, Mombasa, a few weeks ago, the Immigration Officer has
asked that as wide publicity as possible be glven to the desirability
of Indians and others obtaining such certificates before leaving the
Colony. The position is that any person who has completed in the
aggregate a total period of residence in Kenya of five years may
claim domiciliary rights. A person thus domiciled is exempted from
the provisions of Section 5(a) of the Immigration Restriction Ordinance
and is not compelled to make a4 deposit with the immigration authori-
ties on arrivel or to find security by bond. ZExperience has shown
that in the absence of & document like the certificate of domicile,
the Immigration Officer has no option but to demand security and as
cértificates can always be obtained on payment of a fee and the
submission of two photos with proof of five years' residence, i.e.,
poll tax receipts for this peribd or a sworn affidavit made before,
a magistrate, an appeal is méde for co-operation with the Immigra-
tion Department. It 1s added that while certificates of domicile
are unnecessary for married women they méght possibgjtm of use in
the case of widows,

(The Statesman, 10-12-1934) +




Indians in Western Australia:

A Bill to Remove Franchise Disabllity. +

It is reported that at a recent meeting of the local legisla-
tive Assembly in Western Australia a bill has been introduced to
remove disability against Indian residents from being registered
as electors for the Assembly. As Western Australlia is the only
state in the Commonwealth in which such disability exists the move
for removal is warmly welcomed. At present all the natives of Asia

are disqualified. Hereafter Indians will not be so disqualified,

(The National Call,9-12-1934) *




